Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition Summer Reading Assignments
(Senior English AP)
You will have two works to read this summer.  They are:
1.  How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster
2. Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner
You will also write a college application essay this summer.
Assignments:
1.  How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster
· This text is an easy-to-read introduction to the patterns of symbolic meaning in literary texts and is a helpful secondary source for AP English.  I suggest reading it before you read The Kite Runner, as it may help to make some parts of the novels more meaningful to you.
· You are to complete three journal entries after (or while) reading this book.  There should be one entry for each of the following sections:  the introduction through Chapter 10, chapter 11 through chapter 20, and chapter 21 through the end of the book.
· Type the entries using MLA format, placing the heading that contains your name, the name of the class, etc., only on the first entry.  Staple the entries together and submit your paper on the first day of class.
For each journal entry:
· Choose two separate “texts” –may be a scene from a movie, poem, play, short story, chapter from a novel, or a song lyric—and explain how each text reflects one or more of Foster’s ideas found in that selection.  The texts you write about must not be one discussed in Foster’s book or The Kite Runner.
· Clearly identify your chosen texts and their authors within each entry.
· Type each entry and label each so I know what chapters you are referring to
· Try to make your journal entries interesting and responsive narrative
Journal Entry Rubric:
A (8-9):  All requirements of a “B” journal entry (below) are in evidence, but with a greater degree of effort, analytical insight and writing sophistication.  The entry balances generalization with specific illustrative details with considerable skill, maintains coherence through thoughtful transitions from one point to another, and establishes a consistent voice throughout the response.  Furthermore, the entry is unusually insightful and shows an uncommon sensitivity to the ideas of the texts being discussed.
B (6-7):  The entry is well-written and constitutes evidence of thoughtful interaction with the text.  The evidence is displayed through some or all of the following:
· Chosen texts are analyzed meaningfully in light of Foster’s text
· Excerpts from the text are cited and thoughtfully elaborated on
· Meaningful questions are asked
· Insights into the chosen text’s meaning are clearly articulated
C(5):  The entry aspires to reach the requirements of the “B” level entry (above) but falls short by no more than two of the following: (1) writing about the text superficially, without meaningful exploration of meaning, characterization, symbolism, etc.; (2) not providing enough textual substantiation for your assertions; (3) not clearly connecting the evidence to the assertions in a meaningful way, thus causing confusion; (4) merely summarizing a text; and (5) writing sloppily or poorly.
F(0-4):  The entry falls short of the requirements of the “B” level entry (above) by more than two deficiencies explained about (“C” level entry), or with one or more of those deficiencies with an unusual degree of severity.

2.  Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner
· As you read the novel, annotate your copy and keep in mind what you’ve read in How to Read Literature like a Professor and pay attention to how you can apply what you’ve read from that book to heighten your understanding and enrich your reading of the novel.  While the number of annotations may vary amongst students and chapters, your annotation should reflect high level of engagement with the text.  These annotations will facilitate your understanding, essay writing, and class discussions.
How to annotate a text:
A.  Highlight or underline notable words, phrases, and/or sentences and write questions, comments, connections, and reactions in the margins.
· Questions-ask about something you don’t understand
· Comments- note instances of interesting word choice, imagery, character motivations, and literary devices, etc.  that might suggest an author’s purpose or theme
· Connections- make text-text connections (ways the book relates to another book, a movie, television show, an article, etc.), text-self connections(ways the book relates to you), text-world connections ( ways the book relates to things that exist in our society)
· Reactions-  this can be something you think is funny or interesting, something you agree with or disagree with
B.  Write any insights or ideas about the novel on the title page or inside covers of the book.
C. Next, respond to the following prompt:  Works of literature often depict acts of betrayal.  Friends and even family may betray a protagonist; main characters may likewise be guilty of treachery or may betray their own values.  The Kite Runner is one such novel that includes such acts of betrayal.  Then, in a well written essay, analyze the nature of the betrayal and show how it contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole.  Your essay must be typed and formatted according to MLA guidelines.
D. Finally, submit a copy of the essay on the first day of class, August 22, 2011.  In addition, be ready to complete in-class assignments and possible test pertaining to the novel during the first two weeks of class.  Bring your annotated copy for this purpose.

3.  College Application Essay
· Procure a copy of an application for one of the colleges in which you are interested.  For this assignment, you will need an application for either a college or particular college program that requires an essay.  Then, write a first draft of the essay.  This draft must be typed and formatted according to MLA guidelines.  Also, please staple a copy of the prompt to the front of the essay.  We will talk about the college application process and the essay with the first few weeks of school.  The rough draft will be on the first day of school, August 22, 2011.

Summer Work Completion Checklist:
· Read How to Read Literature Like a Professor and complete three typed journal entries.
· Read and annotate The Kite Runner
· Complete MLA-formatted essay on The Kite Runner
· Complete a typed draft of a college application letter.

If you have questions or concerns about the assignment, do not hesitate to contact me.  My email address is: medland@pilotpointisd.com.


