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This is the final informational mailing that you will receive this year.  Enclosed you will find information considered extremely important as you assist your senior in completing high school and beginning a new chapter in his/her life.  If you have any questions, please call Mrs. Ettredge at 940-686-2189.

If your student is interested in pursuing additional education after high school, here is some helpful information:

1. Visit college/universities/technical schools (including their Internet sites) that interest you.  Obtain information that will be helpful in determining what school to attend—admission requirements, housing, financial aid, scholarship, and the department of intended major.

2. Take a college entrance exam (SAT or ACT), if necessary.

3. If you plan to enroll as a full-time or part-time student in a Texas public community or technical college or university, you must take the THEA test unless you are exempted based on TAKS, SAT, or ACT scores.

4. Apply to the colleges/universities/technical schools in which you are interested in attending.  This includes housing applications if necessary.

5. Contact the scholarship and/or financial aid office of the college you plan to attend; fill out the necessary applications.  
We have several books in the HS counselor’s office and library that list scholarships, grants, loans, fellowships, etc., that students may apply for—you are welcome to check one out so that you can search for financial aid.  The Internet is also an excellent source—just search for scholarships or financial aid; there is also a listing of several Internet sites at the end of this newsletter.
6. Fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to apply for financial aid.  The FAFSA is available on the internet at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov; paper versions are now available outside the Counselor’s Office.  You may submit the FAFSA after January 1.  

7. Athletes planning to participate in Division I or II college athletics should register with the NCAA Clearinghouse online at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net ; more information in this newsletter.

Important Senior Dates
Friday, May 19, 2006 – Rosecutting, 9:00 a.m., PPHS Gymnasium

Friday, May 26, 2006 – Commencement, 7:00 p.m., Denton Bible Church 

Scholarship/Award announcements at Rosecutting

If you have received a scholarship and/or award outside of school (from a college or university, parent’s employer, civic organization, etc), please fill out the enclosed “Senior Award/Scholarship Listing” form (purple sheet) and attach a copy of the letter announcing each award/scholarship.  This information will be used for recognizing the students during Rosecutting.  Please return the form with attached letters to Mrs. Ettredge by Tuesday, May 16, 2006.  If awards are received after the 16th, simply give a copy of the announcement letter to Mrs. Ettredge.  If you don’t turn in the appropriate information, you can’t be recognized. 

ATTENTION SENIORS & PARENTS---

Scholarships are often announced at school during the daily announcements.  Please make sure that your senior listens to the announcements and visits the scholarship file periodically to take advantage of any opportunity that becomes available.  Additionally, utilize other sources for scholarship possibilities—places of employment, businesses, civic organizations, Internet searches, etc.  There is an extensive list of Internet addresses at the end of the newsletter.

PILOT POINT ISD SCHOLARSHIPS
Applications for the Pilot Point ISD Employees’ Scholarships and the Pilot Point ISD Memorial Scholarships were mailed to each graduating student’s home last week; they are also available from the scholarship file in the office and on the PPHS website.  Please read and follow the directions carefully, and return by the deadline Friday, May 12, 2006, 9:30 a.m. Scholarships will be announced at Rosecutting on Friday, May 19, 2006.  

Transcript Information

Just a reminder—If you need a transcript for a scholarship or college admission applications, please fill out the transcript request form (yellow form) available outside of the counselor’s office or on the PPHS website.  Please make sure that the form is completed in full with the required signatures and allow sufficient time for processing (at least 5 working days). After the school year has ended and final grades have been posted, FINAL official transcripts will be available to be sent to the college or university of your choice; you will have to fill out the request form (orange form) for your FINAL official transcript to be sent; we do not automatically send one.

Jostens Merchandise

If you have not picked up your Jostens merchandise (cap & gown, announcements), you may pick it up from Mrs. Price anytime.  You must pay your remaining balance (with cash or money order) when you pick up your merchandise.  If you need additional announcements, there is a limited number available for $1 each or 25 for $18, and they are sold on a first-come, first-buy basis.

Avoid Senioritis!

The end of the spring semester is fast approaching and graduation will be here before we know it.  With all the extra activities taking place, please encourage your senior to continue to concentrate on their academic studies, right on through the end of the semester.  Just a few reminders:

Parent/Teacher Contacts - If your child is experiencing difficulty in a class, please encourage him/her to seek help during tutorial time.  I suggest that you contact the teacher to see how you as a parent can help your child.  Please do not hesitate to call the school at anytime to speak with your child’s teacher(s) regarding his/her progress or performance in class. 

Course Credit – May graduation is just around the corner, and your senior must pass all required courses to receive his/her diploma.  If your student is in danger of not receiving credit for a required course, please contact Mrs. Ettredge as soon as possible for the options available.  

Attendance Information - To receive credit in a class, a student must attend at least 90% of the days the class is offered.  All too often, students lose class credit because of poor attendance.  When a student is absent from school, the parent is requested to notify the school by 9:00 a.m. (940-686-2189, ext. 221).  This will help the attendance clerk with posting attendance for the day.  When a student returns to school, a note, signed by a parent or doctor/dentist, that describes the reason for the absence is required.  It is possible for a student to pass a course academically, but lose credit due to excessive absences.  

Helpful Resources Available on PPISD Website!

There is a wealth of information and resources now available in one place and at your fingertips!  Just click on http://pphs.pilotpointisd.com, then “Guidance/Counseling” in the upper right hand corner, and then “PPHS Virtual Library-College and Careers Link” at the bottom of the column on the left.  What will appear are numerous links to information in the areas of:  Admissions Process, Careers, Military, Selecting a College, Selecting a Major, Common Applications, Admissions Essays, Scholarships & Grants, and Financial Aid & Loans.  Bookmark this site, as you may need to refer to it often.

Texas Common Admission Application

The Texas Common Application is designed to make applying to 40 Texas colleges and universities easier (see website or paper application for complete list of schools that use the Texas Common Application).  Students may fill out one application at www.applytexas.org, and apply to as many of the Texas schools as they wish (a student will have to pay the application fee charged by each institution). This is the last year that paper copies will be printed; these are available from the high school counselor or the university you wish to attend.  Majors and codes used on the application are available at www.applytexas.org and in the Code Book, available at http://www.collegefortexans.com, in the admissions office of public universities and colleges, and in the high school counselor’s office.  If you have questions about the common application, please contact Mrs. Ettredge or the admissions office at any of the public universities in our area.

Website for Texas Private Colleges/Universities

TexasMentor (http://www.texasmentor.org) is a website designed for students interested in exploring Texas’ private colleges and universities.  TexasMentor includes many interactive features that allow students to explore the options:  matching their personal needs and interests with specific institutions, participation in virtual campus tours, establishing direct e-mail communication with campus representatives, preparing academically and financially, and applying on-line for admissions and financial aid.

Common Application for selective schools

The Common Application is the recommended form of 277 selective colleges and universities for admission to their undergraduate programs.  Space does not permit a complete list, but includes Duke, Yale, Tulane, Rice, William & Mary, Southern Methodist, Syracuse, Austin College, Hendrix, Merrimack, Vassar, and Centenary.  For a complete listing, see the counselor or visit the website www.commonapp.org to download the application, or complete on-line and submit electronically. 

FAFSA 101

What Is It?

FAFSA stands for Free Application for Federal Student Aid, and it's your first step in applying for federal financial aid. The financial information you and your parents report on the FAFSA is used to create your Student Aid Report, or SAR. The SAR determines your Expected Family Contribution, or EFC, which your college will use to determine your eligibility for various types of aid.

When Is It Due?

You don't want to procrastinate on this one -- complete the FAFSA as soon after January 1 as possible. (Also, pay attention to deadlines at the schools you're interested in attending.) Remind your parents to prepare their tax returns early since that information is necessary when completing your FAFSA. After your first year, you can complete a shorter version called the Renewal FAFSA. Remember to apply for federal aid each year -- even if you think you won't qualify -- since many factors affect eligibility.

Where Can I Get It?

You can get a FAFSA from your high school guidance counselor, a college financial aid office, or online at www.fafsa.ed.gov. You can also call the Federal Student Aid Information Center at 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243) if you need help completing your FAFSA.

How Much Time Does It Take?

Allow at least two hours and have all your documentation ready -- that includes income tax returns (or at least a close estimate), W-2 forms, records of untaxed income, current bank statements, mortgage information, and investment records for you and your parents. Also remember to have your driver's license and Social Security card on hand.

Remember to answer all the questions, even if you have to estimate. Also, list up to six colleges you're interested in attending because the FAFSA's facts and figures will automatically be sent to them. Don't forget to sign it and remember to make a copy for your records.
IMPORTANT:  An Internet search of the word “FAFSA” may provide users with many for-profit Web sites offering to complete the FAFSA for you—often for a hefty fee.  One very important point for students and parents to understand is that you don’t need to pay to apply for federal student aid.  There is plenty of free help for completing the FAFSA by calling the Federal Student Aid information Center at 1-800-4-FED-AID, or on the web through both the “Need Help with this Page?” and “Live Help” links on the FAFSA on the Web at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  

Texas Resource Now Available On-Line

The on-line version of the Compendium of Texas Colleges and Financial Aid Calendar for High School Seniors is now available on-line at http://www.window.state.tx.us/scholars, courtesy of The Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation of San Antonio.  This site contains a list of colleges and universities in the state of Texas, admission requirements, total expenses for an academic year, financial aid data and related information, helpful hints to the college bound, together with a calendar of various scholarship deadlines arranged by months.  A printed version is available for checkout from the counselor’s office.

Types of Financial Aid

One of the biggest misconceptions about financial aid is that only students who are exceptionally smart or who don't have money qualify for financial aid.  Although there is need-based financial aid that may not be available to the wealthiest students, the truth is that there are many forms of aid that are not determined by financial need at all. And those of you who aren't the best scholars will be happy to know that most forms of aid only require the student to maintain a passing average -- no dean's list required The different types of financial aid include:

Scholarships - Free money - Scholarships are known as gift aid because they do not require repayment. Anyone that plans to attend college should find out if he or she is eligible for any scholarships before considering student loans.

Grants - Free Money - Grants are known as gift aid because they do not require repayment.  If you're planning for college and need financial assistance, you will want to find out if you are eligible for grants. Grants are available to many qualifying students and do not require repayment. Many different sources award grant money to students -- including the federal and state governments. The government and the financial aid office determine a student's eligibility for a grant and the amount of the award based primarily on the student's financial need.

Loans - If you've already applied for or taken advantage of all other available forms of financial aid, you may need to consider taking out a loan to cover remaining college costs. There are several different types of student loans, so you will want to become familiar with all of terms and conditions associated with a loan before you decide to apply for one. Unlike gift aid such as grants and scholarships, loans aren't free money. So remember, whatever you borrow to attend college, you must pay back.

Work-study - Don't think you'll get any gift aid to help you pay for college? Don't want to borrow any money for college?  There is another option -- You can work while attending school. The Federal College Work-Study Program provides funding for jobs for undergraduate and graduate students with financial need attending any eligible postsecondary school. This program allows students to earn money to pay educational expenses by working either on campus or within the community.

Scholarship Search Tips

You should never assume that you will not be eligible for a scholarship. There are many unique scholarships offered by a variety of sources that may want to invest in your higher education adventure -- you may be surprised by what you find!

Ask your counselor - Your high school counselor has information about scholarships, and he or she can help you determine your eligibility for certain ones. 

Do your research - Most states and numerous private and/or public organizations offer scholarships and grants. You should research the phone book, Internet, and library for service groups that raise scholarship money for local students. Also, if you have a part-time job, ask your employer (or your parents' employers) if they offer scholarship opportunities or tuition reimbursement.  Inquire about scholarship opportunities with your friends, neighbors, and a financial aid officer in the school you plan to attend. 

Search for scholarships on the Web - There are many free scholarship searches located online that can help you find scholarships that match your qualifications. There is a listing of internet sites at the end of this newsletter that may provide helpful financial aid information.

Texas B-On-Time Loan Program -- $$$ for College in Texas

B-On-Time no-interest loans began in January 2004, and are available for students who graduated in the 2002-2003 academic year or later.  The Texas B-On-Time Loan Program was created by the 78th Texas Legislature and should provide some relief to students who qualified for a TEXAS Grant, but are not able to receive it because of limited funding.  Students must have graduated under the recommended/distinguished program to be eligible for a Texas B-On-Time loan; B-On-Time loans may be forgiven if a student graduates from college promptly with an overall 3.0 grade point average.  The legislative statue requires that priority be given to students with financial need, since the level of funding is not sufficient to provide a loan to every student who meets the eligibility requirements.  Please visit www.hhloans.com.

Don’t Throw Your Money Away…

Section 54.0065 of the Texas Education Code provides for a Tuition Rebate for Certain Undergraduates.  A qualified student is eligible for a rebate of up to $1,000 of the undergraduate tuition the student has paid if the student:

( Is awarded a baccalaureate degree from a general academic teaching institution;

( Has attempted no more than three hours in excess of the minimum number of semester credit hours required to complete the degree, including transfer credits and course credit earned exclusively by examination; and

( Has been classified as a resident of the state of Texas at all times while pursuing this degree.

For more information, contact the Admissions Office at the college that you plan to attend.

Financial Aid Questions to Ask Colleges

Understanding the financial aid process can be hard and you may not know where to turn for answers. The financial aid officers at colleges and universities are there to help. Following are some questions the Associated Colleges of the Midwest organization suggests families ask:

1. What kind of financial assistance does the college offer: need-based, merit-based or both?

2. Can the college provide an early estimate of what our financial aid award might be?

3. What forms are needed in order to apply?

4. When are financial aid applications due?

5. What costs for a student are taken into account by the financial aid office?  Tuition, room, board, transportation? What about additional expenses such as books, fees, computers and personal expenses?

6. What is included in the comprehensive fee? For example, do students have to pay extra for computer time or to attend campus events (concerts, plays, films, lectures, athletic events, etc.)?

7. When will we be notified about the amount of assistance we can expect?

8. Does the institution have an appeal process to review special circumstances?

9. Is there a commitment for financial assistance beyond the first year?

10. How and when do we apply for financial assistance after the first year?

11. What if we do not qualify for need-based aid? Are there alternative financing options available?

12. What grants, loans and work-study opportunities does the college offer?  Are there any we might be eligible for?

13. What is the average student loan indebtedness of the college's graduates?

14. Is there a restriction to the length of time that financial assistance will continue?

15. How long does it typically take a student to graduate from this college?  Four years? Longer? 

16. What impact do scholarships from outside sources have on other financial aid? 

17. Can we apply financial aid toward an off-campus study program, either in the U.S. or another country?

18. What happens if our family's financial situation changes substantially during the school year?

19. Are there payment options available, such as monthly or quarterly?

Three Steps for Planning for Your Career

Planning a career, especially the first time around, can seem like a huge task.  It's understandable if you don't want to make a mistake. But if you do some thinking up front, you can head in the right direction and make adjustments in your career when you need to. The way jobs are changing, you'll need to readjust, change jobs or careers and learn new skills along the way anyway.  Planning your career now and in the future really comes down to three steps.  By following these steps you can make decisions that are right for you. You'll know your options and what it will take to reach your goals.

1. Take a realistic look at your strengths, weaknesses and interests. Consider:

- What do you think about yourself?

- What can help you achieve your goals and what obstacles could get in your way?

- What types of work and school courses and activities appeal to you?  What interests you?

- What do you do well now, and what skills have you gained through experience?

- What values do you have regarding work?

2. Explore your options. It's hard to know what to do for a career when you don't even know all the possibilities. Here are just a few ways to find career information:

- Explore your career options 

- Spend time with people whose activities intrigue you

- Volunteer or work in a job that interests you

- Discuss your career and educational plans with your school counselor, parents, or other interested people

3. Consider issues that can affect your plans and take actions to accomplish your goals. Consider:

- What do you need to study?

- What schools offer the training you need?

- How will you pay for school?

- Are you ready to search for a job?

- How will you balance your work and going to school?

- How will you manage family or relationship commitments?

College Entrance Exams

The tests primarily used for admission to college are the SAT and the ACT.  The tests are used with your high school record to evaluate your level of academic knowledge.  Although some colleges consider your high school grades and class rank, this criteria is subjective, meaning that schools vary and teachers vary.  The SAT and ACT, however, are standardized.  Colleges can compare your scores with 2 million students using the same criteria.  

Which test should you take?  Some colleges prefer the SAT and others prefer the ACT; some accept either test.  Check the website of the college that you plan to attend to see which test they accept and/or prefer; also check to see if you need to take a Writing portion of the entrance exam.  Plan ahead.  The registration deadline is about a month before each test, so you must schedule your test taking in time to get results back for college admission deadlines.  Registration bulletins may be picked up from the high school office, or you may register online at www.collegeboard.com (for SAT) or www.actstudent.org (for ACT).  With online registration, you can complete your registration 24/7 on any computer connected to the Internet.  You get you admission ticket sooner.  You have access to the most up-to-date list of locations so you can get the best choice of test centers.  You will need to pay by credit card to register online.

SAT Reasoning Test (includes Writing)  ($41.50 fee)

Test Dates

Registration Deadlines


June 3, 2006

April 28, 2006

Beginning in March 2005, the SAT Reasoning Test includes:  (1) Addition of a Writing Section (includes multiple-choice questions over grammar/usage, and a student-written essay; (2) Critical Reading Section (formerly the Verbal Section; analogies will be eliminated; short reading passages will be added to existing long reading passages; and (3) Mathematics Sections (math content will expand to include topics from third-year college preparatory math; quantitative comparisons will be eliminated).  The Writing Section is not optional.

ACT Assessment  ($29 fee) & ACT Assessment Plus Writing ($43 fee)

Test Dates

Registration Deadlines


June 10, 2006

May 5, 2006

Starting in 2005, choose either of two test options—the ACT Assessment or the ACT Assessment Plus Writing, which includes a 30-minute Writing Test.  Not all colleges and universities require or recommend the Writing Test.  Check with the colleges you are considering—or go to www.actstudent.org for a list of institutions that require or recommend the Writing Test

Remember to put the school code 445520 on the registration form so that a copy of your scores will be sent to us for your permanent file.

THEA Test

If you plan to attend a public college or university in Texas, you will be required to take the THEA (Texas Higher Education Assessment), which measures reading, math, and writing skills, before attending college classes.  The THEA will be used by Texas institutions of higher education as an assessment instrument providing diagnostic data for entering students. Students who demonstrate deficiencies in any of the tested areas will be required to enroll in at least one developmental course each semester until they are able to pass all sections of the THEA test.

Students may be exempt from the THEA by scoring high on the ACT, SAT, or TAKS.  To be exempt from THEA, you must score at or above the following:  ACT—composite score of 23 with a minimum of 19 on both the English and math tests; OR SAT—combined verbal and math score of 1070 with a minimum of 500 on both the verbal and math tests; OR TAKS—check with the institution you plan to attend to see if TAKS is accepted as an exemption and the score minimum necessary.  Students may be exempt from the THEA test if enrolling in a Certificate Program of 42 semester credit hours or less at a community or technical college.

You may register for THEA online at www.thea.nesinc.com.  Paper registration bulletins are available in the office file.

THEA Test  ($29 fee)

Test Dates

Registration Deadlines


June 17, 2006

May 19, 2006


July 29, 2006

June 30, 2006

THEA QuickTest – North Central Texas College administers the THEA QuickTest exams throughout the semester.  This is in addition to the normally scheduled THEA examinations held across the state throughout the year.  The THEA QuickTest dates for the remainder of the 2004 calendar year for each campus are as follows:


Gainesville  (note times)


Corinth  (9:00 a.m.)

Bowie  (8:30 a.m.)


Phone 940-668-4200


Phone 940-498-6255

Phone 940-872-4002

May 10, 2006 @ 1pm


June 2, 2006


May 19, 2006


May 12, 2006 @ 9am


June 9, 2006


June 9, 2006


June 16, 2006 @ 9am


June 16, 2006


July 28, 2006


June 23, 2006 @ 9am


June 23, 2006


August 3, 2006


July 14, 2006 @ 9am


June 30, 2006


October 13, 2006


July 21, 2006 @ 9am


July 14, 2006


November 10, 2006


August 4, 2006 @ 9am


July 21, 2006


December 8, 2006


August 11, 2006 @ 9am


July 28, 2006


October 11, 2006 @ 1pm


October 20, 2006 @ 9am


November 17, 2006 @ 9am


December 12, 2006 @ 9am


December 14, 2006 @ 9am
Contact the appropriate campus Business Office where you wish to take the exam, pay your $10 nonrefundable registration fee, and sign up in advance.  On the day of the exam bring $29.00 (check, money order, or credit card payable to NES), picture ID, 4-function non-programmable, non-scientific calculator, and two #2 pencils.

Other area 2- and 4-year colleges and universities may also offer the Quick THEA; contact the testing center of the institution for details.

An Associate’s Degree may be Your Path to Success

Before you follow all your friends to the four-year State U., make sure you check out your options. If going directly to a four-year college is right for you, great. But community college may be a better choice. 

The four-year college is not the only path to success. A community college can help you start a career after two years, training you for some of the fastest growing jobs in the U.S., or it can offer a start to your four-year degree, providing you with about half the credits you need to earn a bachelor's degree.

Benefits of attending a community college include:

· Courses that cover the basics, but also apply principles to the workplace.  

· Classes that are often more hands-on than those at a four-year college. 

· Saving money in tuition and other expenses, such as room and board.  Tuition can be less than half of that at a four-year public college. And often students save money by living at home. 

· Receiving more personal attention from the professors than at a large university.

· Easier decision-making on a major once you've transferred to a four-year college. The focus on occupations and career discovery programs at a community college can help you with the decision.

· Another chance at the four-year college scholarships. Many four-year colleges offer numerous scholarships that are reserved for students who transfer from community college. 

Plan Ahead, If You Plan to Transfer

For many students, attending a community college and transferring to a four-year university makes a lot of sense. It might be a good move academically and financially. If you plan to do that, it's important that you develop a personal plan of action and take the steps to make it succeed.  If you plan to transfer, don't procrastinate. Counselors at community colleges and four-year colleges say it's crucial that you start preparing early if you plan to continue education at a four-year college or university after community college.

Before you get too far into your community college coursework, you'll need to make some decisions about the path you're planning to take.

What is your probable major?  Deciding on a major early can help you determine the exact courses you will need to take and—as counselors often point out—make your transition smoother.  It will also help you make the choice of the four-year college you want to attend.  Check the course offerings available in your intended major at the colleges you're interested in.  If you don't know what you want to major in, the best bet would be to take a core curriculum that is easily transferred and save your major course requirements for the four-year institution.

Which four-year college are you planning to attend?  Choosing the four-year college you'll transfer to will help you make decisions about which courses to take, as well as allow you to prepare to meet that college's admissions requirements.

Will the courses you're taking in community college transfer to the four-year college you've chosen?  You can begin your transition by talking with your advisor at the community college and the transfer advisor at the four-year college.  The schools may have an "articulation agreement," which spells out the courses at the community college that will transfer and apply to majors at the four-year college.  

Scholarship Scams

There isn't a fool-proof method for determining scholarship scams, but some warning signs include guarantees of winning, implying that anyone is eligible, or pressure tactics. Watch out for the following well-known scams:

The Free Seminar - A letter invites you to an interview or free seminar at a nearby hotel, activity center or even a school. These seminars are usually sales pitches for financial aid/scholarship consultants.

Ego Stroking - You receive an offer to see your name and achievements in print for a fee and to compete with others in the directory for scholarship awards.  These scholarships typically only cover 5 - 10 percent of all entries.

Pay to Play - A letter indicates that you have already won a scholarship. However, it states that you have to mail in a "shipping and handling fee" or pay taxes on the award up-front.

Notification by Phone - All scholarship organizations notify winners by writing. Even calls from organizations by a scholarship sponsor are followed with written notification.

Time Pressure - Be wary of phrases such as "first-come, first-served" or others that pressure you to make a decision in a short time frame.

The Name Game - This scam uses similar or official sounding names by using words like national, federation, administration, or bureau (for example, the National Federation of Education, the Bureau of Educational Administration, or State Scholarship Federation).

No Phone Number - Legitimate organizations and foundations always give a phone number on scholarship application materials.

False Sponsorship - The Better Business Bureau and federal agencies do not endorse private enterprises.

Personal Information Requests - Do not give out your bank account number, credit card number, or Social Security Number. None of these are needed to process or award private scholarships.

Application Fees - Most scholarship foundations are non-profits and cannot charge an application fee.

The Federal Trade Commission’s website, www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/edcams/scholarship, alerts students and parents to scholarship scams.  It provides an opportunity to register a complaint online and a list of defendants in federal fraud cases that may help parents avoid certain mailings that might come to your home. 

Enhance Your Scholarship Chances

You can enhance your chances of receiving a scholarship by:  Applying early; Submitting an easy to read, well organized, and complete application; Avoiding redundancy in your essay; Following established application instructions; and Recognizing the differences in the criteria schools and scholarship programs use for consideration.  Most scholarship committees typically look for neatness, achievement, consistency or improvement, ethics, values, morals, high standards, determination, individuality and independence in students.

Texas Residency for Some Non-Citizens applying to Texas A&M University

On June 17, 2005, the Governor of Texas signed into law Senate Bill 1528 (SB 1528). Under this law, a person who is not a US citizen or permanent resident (including undocumented non-citizens) shall be classified as a Texas resident and is entitled to pay resident tuition, if the individual:

1. Graduated from a public or accredited private high school in the State of Texas or received the equivalent of a high school diploma (GED) in the State of Texas,

2. Maintained a residence continuously in the State of Texas for the 36 months immediately preceding the date of high school graduation or receipt of the high school diploma equivalent (GED), and

3. Maintained a residence continuously in the State of Texas for the 12 months immediately preceding the academic term for which the person is trying to enroll at Texas A&M University, and

4. Submits an affidavit stating that the person will apply to become a permanent resident of the United States as soon as the person becomes eligible to do so (Affidavit of Intent to Become a Permanent Resident).  http://www.tamu.edu/admissions/residency_affidavit.pdf 

A person who meets the above requirements will be considered a Texas resident for admission.  In addition, these persons are eligible for many scholarships and several state-funded grant and loan programs. 

For more information including important admission, financial aid, and scholarship tips for non-citizen freshman applicants whose residency is based on SB 1528, please refer to the following brochure:  http://www.tamu.edu/freshmansession/Special/SB1528brochure.pdf.

Finding scholarship sources: The obvious, and the not so obvious

You know that you should apply for as many scholarships as you can to help finance your college education, but do you know how to find them? This week, we go over some of the obvious, and not so obvious, ways to find scholarships you may be eligible for.

High school counselors and teachers - Discuss which college majors and careers interest you with your teachers and counselors. Visit bulletin boards where your school posts scholarship information, and go through any resources available.

High school library, public library, or bookstore - Your library and local bookstores almost always carry directories and guides on scholarships -- talk to your librarian for help in finding these. If you want to buy these books, visit discount and used bookstore dealers first -- they often have a wide selection of these tools available at very reasonable prices.

The Internet - Visit Web sites and use search engines to find other sources. One good place to look is on “Google” (www.google.com). Visit the site and select "Groups," then use the key words "high school scholarships."  Because these are discussion groups, you will need to dig through more information, but you may uncover some outstanding opportunities. Revise your keywords (like adding "chemistry" or other interests) to get even better results.

Colleges or schools you are considering attending - The college or university you plan to attend also can help with finding scholarship programs. Call the office of admissions or financial aid and ask for help on finding scholarships. Colleges and universities are also good places to find out more about scholarships offered by state and local government agencies.

Your parents' employers - There may be a scholarship fund or program available to you through the company where your parents or guardians work.  Opportunities vary, and each program has its own requirements.  Ask your parent to start by calling the human resource office in his or her company to ask if there are any programs available.  You can also do your own research if they have a Web site.

Your church, synagogue, or other religious organizations - Religious organizations have very long, positive histories of creating programs to help youth with education. Speak with your minister, rabbi, priest, or other religious leader about any scholarship programs they are aware of. Remember, if they know you well, you may also want to ask them to be a reference for your applications. Share your college and career interests with him or her, and he or she will likely keep an eye out for others who might have attended your school, work in your chosen career, or are involved in programs to help students.

Local, state, and national businesses - Many types of businesses contribute in some form or another to scholarship funds for students -- it's part of their responsibility to participate as a positive member of their community. Research Web sites, call the company's main number and ask if they have a program, or recruit your parents and their friends to help you find programs.

Branches of the military - All branches of the military have programs to provide scholarships to students. In most cases, you will likely have to serve in some form or capacity to become eligible. Many students who need assistance to attend college, but also want to develop some great leadership and practical skills and work experience, serve in the military for a defined period and then go to college on military-funded scholarships. If you think you might be interested, contact a local recruiting office or speak with your guidance counselor.

Keep a notebook with dates, times, addresses and phone numbers, use the bookmark feature on your Web browser, or load up your printer with plenty of paper to print out the home page of the programs you are interested in.

Questions to ask during a campus visit

1. What activities and services are available to help students get settled (academically and socially) during their first year?

2. How big are the classes?

3. (Ask students) How easy is it to meet with faculty?

4. (Ask students) Are you able to register for the classes you want?

5. What is the total cost of attending the college?

6. What types of financial aid does the college offer and how do I apply?

7. Are all freshmen assigned to an academic advisor?

8. Where do most freshmen live?

9. Can I take a tour?

10. What activities are available for students?

11. Who teaches the courses for first-year students?

12. How successful are the college's graduates in finding jobs?

13. What services (such as transportation and shopping) are available locally?

14. What is there to do on weekends? Do most students stay on campus or leave on weekends?

Hispanic Scholarship Websites

http://www.hsf.net/index.php – The Hispanic Scholarship Fund (HSF) is the nation’s leading organization supporting Hispanic higher education.  HSF was founded in 1975 with a vision to strengthen the country by advancing college education among Hispanic Americans, the fastest-growing segment of the U.S. population.  In support of its mission to double the rate of Hispanics earning college degrees, HSF provides the Latino community more college scholarships and educational outreach support than any other organization in the country.  The scholarships are available on a competitive basis for community college, four-year college, and graduate students of Hispanic heritage.  Awards generally range from $1,000 to $3,000.  The website provides information about HSF scholarships and non-NSF scholarships.

www.scholarshipsforhispanics.org - The Hispanic Scholarship Directory website makes more than 1,000 sources of financial aid more easily accessible to Hispanic students around the country and world.  The site includes application guidelines, an alumni section, and, most importantly, a database of scholarships fully searchable by a variety of categories, including state, college, and field of interest.

United Negro College Fund Information

The United Negro College Fund (UNCF) awards scholarships to undergraduate and graduate students attending a UNCF member college or university as well as other historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs) and majority institutions.  Information on these scholarships is provided on the website www.uncf.org/scholarship/general.asp.  By clicking on scholarship search, you can search for more than UNCF scholarships alphabetically, geographically, and by discipline or major.  Generally, once a student receives a UNCF scholarship, it may be renewed in subsequent years if the student continues to meet the eligibility requirements of the scholarship and if funds are available.  However, the renewal of a UNCF scholarship is not an automatic process.  Students typically do not receive more than one UNCF scholarship during an academic year.  

UNCF general scholarship eligibility criteria are as follows (all scholarships require that these basic criteria are met, however, many scholarships have additional requirements):  

· Students must have a minimum grade point average of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale;

· Students must have an unmet financial need as verified by the Financial Aid Director;

· Students must complete a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) (www.fafsa.ed.gov) and request that the Student Analysis Report (SAR) be sent to the financial aid office at their college or university.

Check out what the United Negro College Fund has to offer at www.uncf.org.  

Bureau of Indian Affairs

The United States government through the Bureau of Indian Affairs provides annual scholarship grants to assist eligible students to attend institutions of higher education.  In order to qualify, a student must prove Indian blood quantum and meet certain residence, need, and scholastic requirements.  Grants may cover such items as tuition, books, room and board, travel, and miscellaneous expenses.  Further information may be obtained from the Multicultural Student Office on the college campus you plan to attend.

Office of Indian Education Programs

The Office of Indian Education Programs’ Higher Education Grants are provided to supplement financial assistance to eligible American Indian/Alaska Native students entering college seeking a baccalaureate degree.  The Higher Education Grant is not an entitlement program; students do not automatically receive funding because they are American Indian/Alaska Native.  Students must meet certain criteria in order to apply for a Higher Education Grant.  The grant application is available from the education office of the Tribe in which you are affiliated or possess membership.  As the majority of federally recognized tribes are administering the grant program for their tribal members, call your tribe first.  A Tribal Directory is located on the Department of Interior’s web site.  If your tribe is not administering the grant program, they can direct you to the nearest Office of Indian Education Programs Education Line Officer for the application.  Additional information may be found on the OIEP’s website www.oiep.bia.edu.

College Athletic Information

If you’re considering an athletic scholarship as a means for paying for college, it is important to understand some basics of college athletics.  There are three primary organizations that govern college athletics; each is different in eligibility, size, and scholarship regulations.  You can better decide about which school you might attend if you understand a little more about each.

National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) – has over 1,000 members schools that are classified according to size, competitiveness, and ability to award scholarships.  The NCAA is further divided into three divisions:  Division I includes schools that play on national television and have athletics departments with multi-million dollar budgets.  Division I teams are subdivided into two divisions (Division I-A and I-AA) for football.  Each division has certain stipulations regarding stadium size, required fan turn-out, and scheduling appropriate opponents.  Division II are schools smaller in size and with slightly smaller scholarship allotments.  These schools receive less media exposure.  Division III schools have no more than a few thousand students, with a very limited recruiting budget; they do not offer athletics scholarships, but athletes may earn financial awards that offset the high tuition; the level of competition is not much lower than at Division II schools. 

Prospective student-athletes planning to participate in intercollegiate athletics at an NCAA Division I or II institution should register with the NCAA Clearinghouse online at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.  From the home page, the prospect should click on “Prospective Student-Athletes,” which will link the student-athlete to the necessary information.  However, if the prospective student-athlete wishes to pay by check or money order, the student must complete the paper form (available from the counselor).  It is extremely important that prospective student-athletes read the NCAA Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete carefully and understand the NCAA initial-eligibility requirements.  Eligibility is determined by a combination of core-course requirements and test-score/grade-point average index; these are listed in the guide.

National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) – governs the athletic programs and contests of its 360 member colleges, all of which are small institutions.  There is no limit on how many scholarships that NAIA schools may offer to its athletes; but small schools have limited budgets, which limits the number of scholarships available.  The level of competition is about the same as NCAA Division III schools.

National Junior College Athletics Association (NJCAA) – consists of over 500 junior (two-year) colleges.  NJCAA schools offer full and partial scholarships in 23 sports.  Athletes who are ineligible to attend NCAA Division I colleges often enroll in NJCAA schools for two years to become eligible, and then transfer to the NCAA school during their junior year.  Often junior colleges have an open-door admissions policy (only a high school diploma or GED is required to enroll). 

Basic Parts of a College Application

All college applications request the same types of basic information.  Here is a quick rundown of the types of information you may be expected to provide as you begin applying:

1. About you – Applications require basic information about you, including:  your social security number, mailing address, telephone numbers, and other contact information.

2. About your family – Relevant information about your family may include your parents’ names, mailing addresses, names and number of siblings, and other identifying information.  Often, an application may also ask whether anyone else in your family currently attends or has previously attended the school.

3. Educational background – Information about your background includes the schools you attended with attendance years, graduation programs, number of classes taken, and other similar information.

4. Test scores – Schools will likely ask for your scores on the ACT, SAT, or other college entrance, placement, or related academic tests.  As you take these tests, you may want to indicate that your scores be sent to your preferred schools so that they have an official record.

5. Academic record – Other academic experience may be requested.  This may include:  leadership positions; organizations and clubs; athletics and academic awards; and other information.

6. Essay – Many schools request an essay from applicants.  Essays are requests for two reasons:  they provide insight into your background and experiences, and they demonstrate your ability to write.

7. Recommendations – Some schools ask that you submit recommendations, either along with your own application, or mailed separately from the person who is recommending you to the school.  As you approach your senior year, think about teachers, coaches, family friends, religious leaders, or others in your community that you may want to ask to write a recommendation for you.

8. Transcripts – Transcripts are a record of your performance in high school.  Although some of the information provided can vary, most transcripts offer basic lists of courses taken, grades received, honors and awards given to you through your school career, and other supporting information.

Completing Applications (college/scholarship)

Your application, transcripts (grade report), class rank and entrance exam score determine your acceptance to most colleges/universities or selection for scholarships.  Some require an essay or references.  Application tips include:  

1. Make a copy of the application, in case you make a mistake and need an additional copy.

2. Read all of the instructions that come with the application and follow them precisely.

3. Complete your application when you have adequate time to do so, in a quiet place without distractions.  Take your time.

4. Print neatly in black ink or type your responses.

5. Use your real name, not nicknames.

6. Answer questions with concise truthful answers.

7. Check your spelling and proofread; have someone else proofread your work.

8. If you make mistakes use whiteout liquid and rewrite or retype response; you may need to start over on a clean application form.

9. If an application fee is required, enclose a check or money order or provide credit card information with your application.

10. Keep a copy of your application.

11. Mail your application early enough to meet deadlines.

Scholarships Available

(Compiled May 10, 2006)
SUNTRUST – Off to College Scholarship Sweepstakes

High school seniors can win a $1,000 scholarship for first year expenses at an accredited college or private career school, plus a $250 SunTrust Gift Card. One winner will be chosen every two weeks from October 31, 2005, through May 12, 2006. Winner's school of attendance will also receive $1,000. Students can begin registering September 15, 2005, and the first drawing will be held on October 31, 2005.   It's FREE to enter and eligibility is not based on GPA or financial need.   For complete details, visit www.offtocollege.info or www.suntrusteducation.com.  Deadline:  May 12, 2006.

Career Colleges & Schools of Texas (CCST) – CCST Scholarships The Career Colleges & Schools of Texas (CCST) is pleased to announce the 2006 CCST Scholarship Program.  Four $1,000 scholarships are being offered to deserving high school seniors at our school that may be used at any of the more than 60 career colleges participating in this year’s program.  The CCST colleges and schools participating in the scholarship program offer a wide range of training programs that lead to specific job opportunities.  Some of the programs are short, resulting in a diploma, while other programs culminate in an Associate Degree.  All institutions are approved by the state and maintain the highest educational standards.  The selection process and criteria used to award these scholarships is determined by each school.  Standards include likelihood of the successful completion of the chosen field of study, need, and merit.  Application available in office file.  Deadline:  May 16, 2006.
PETERSON’S – Get a Jump! Scholarship

Thomson Peterson’s is a leading provider of education information and advice, with books and online resources focusing on education search, test preparation, and financial aid.  Its website, www.petersons.com, offers searchable databases and interactive tools for contacting educational institutions, online practice tests and instruction, and planning tools for securing financial aid.  Thomson Peterson’s serves 110 million education consumers annually.  Register online at www.petersons.com/gaj/scholarship for a chance to win a $5,000 Get a Jump! Scholarship.  Deadline:  May 16, 2006.

COLLIN COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT – Foundation Scholarships

The Collin County Community College District Foundation, Inc. was established in 1987. Since its formation, literally thousands of students have received Foundation scholarships.  A selection committee will match applicant qualifications to criteria for all of the scholarships offered by the CCCCD Foundation.  Application, including essay, must be submitted online at http://foundation.ccccd.org/scholarships.html; deadline is the last Friday in May.  Deadline:  May 26, 2006.

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS - Clifton C. and Henryetta C. Doak Charitable Trust Scholarship

The UNT Department of Biological Sciences will award three renewable undergraduate scholarships for the 2006-07 school year.  These scholarships were established in memory of and according to the expressed wishes of Dr. Clifton C. Doak and his wife, Mrs Henryetta Doak, both graduates of UNT.  In order to qualify for this scholarship, an undergraduate or high school senior must meet the following qualifications:  be a graduate (or pending graduate) of a Texas high school and have an overall GPA of 3.25 or better.  Application includes a letter of introduction and picture of yourself (tell about yourself, your goals in the field of biology, your past experiences related to biology, etc.), two letters of recommendation from teachers and instructors familiar with your academic accomplishments and your interest in the biological sciences, and your high school transcript.  Information sheet in office file.  Deadline:  June 1, 2006.  

LON MORRIS COLLEGE – Scholarships & Grants

Various scholarships and grants are available at Lon Morris College.  Eligibility requirements vary with award/scholarship.  For detailed information on scholarship requirements and financial value, contact the Office of Financial Aid at 1-903-589-4000.  Information and application available in office file or online at www.lonmorris.edu.  Deadline:  June 1, 2006.

ANGELO STATE UNIVERSITY- Carr Academic Scholarship

Carr Academic Scholarships are awarded on a competitive basis, with priority given to individuals of high academic ability with financial need.  To compete favorably for a Carr Academic Scholarship, high school seniors must:  rank in the top 15% of their class, score a minimum of 1140 SAT or 25 ACT, and have financial need; consideration is given to the following:  academic record, extracurricular activities, honesty and integrity, initiative and motivation, leadership, moral character, and special talents.  Scholarship application materials and information may be obtained by calling Carr Academic Scholarship Program, Financial Aid Office at 1-800-933-6299 or 1-325-942-2246, by e-mail Carr@angelo.edu or on-line at http://www.angelo.edu/services/financial_aid/carr_academic_scholarships.htm.   Deadline:  applications will be accepted until June 1, 2006, to the extent funds are available.

INDEPENDENT ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS – Apprenticeship & Training Program for Electricians

Since 1974, the Fort Worth/Tarrant County Chapter of the Independent Electrical Contractors has offered the opportunity for individuals to become skilled electricians through their Apprenticeship and Training Program.  The apprentice works full time and attends job related classroom training in the evenings.  Minimum qualifications are:  minimum age of 18, high school graduate or GED equivalent, have own transportation, and be able to perform the essential functions of the trade.  Information available in office file.  Deadline:  August 4, 2006.

IMAGINE AMERICA – Imagine America Scholarship

Each year, up to three students from our high school can be selected to receive a $1,000 Imagine America scholarship! This award-winning scholarship program has helped thousands of high school seniors afford a career education, and it is usable at hundreds of career schools across the United States.  A national leader in scholarship programs available for those pursuing a career education, Imagine America was launched in 1998 by the Career College Foundation, a not-for-profit affiliate of the Career College Association. In just seven years, Imagine America has become one of the most recognized high school scholarships of its kind! More than 32,000 scholarships have already been awarded to over 10,000 high school seniors.  For information and application visit www.imagine-america.org.  Deadline:  none listed.
UCB PHARMA, INC. – Keppra Family Epilepsy Scholarship Program

A life with epilepsy never affects just one person.  Patients, families and caregivers alike are profoundly affected day to day.  It is their will to achieve and accomplish, despite this condition, that inspired UCB Pharma, Inc. to establish the Keppra Family Epilepspy Scholarship Program.  UCB Pharma, Inc. will award 30 one-time scholarships in 2006 as follows:  20 $5,000 scholarships to epilepsy patients and 10 $5,000 scholarships to family members or caregivers.  Requirements include:  a legal and permanent resident of the U.S.; an epilepsy patient or a family member/caregiver of an epilepsy patient; seeking an undergraduate or graduate degree; a student who demonstrated academic achievement, possesses a strong record of participation in activities outside of school, and serves as a strong role model; graduating from high school in 2006 or have already graduated from high school; and enrolled in or awaiting acceptance from a U.S.-based institution of higher education for fall semester 2006.  For more information and application, visit www.keppra.com or call 1-888-275-7928.  Deadline:  none listed (last year’s was due in August).

TALL CLUBS INTERNATIONAL – TCI Student Scholarships

TCI awards student scholarships of up to $1000 each to tall students who are under 21 years of age and attending their first year of college in the following fall. The recipients must also meet the TCI height requirement minimums of 5'10" for women and 6'2" for men. For more information visit www.tall.org.  Deadline:  none listed.

SOUTHEASTERN OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY – Out-of-State Tuition Waiver Scholarships

Out-of-state students are welcome to apply for any scholarships offered at SOSU through the application process; however, the Out-of-State Tuition Waiver is automatically applied to all of the out-of-state students whether they are new freshmen or transfers.  The out-of-state tuition waiver completely waives the out-of-state tuition for the first semester, and every semester after that is based on the student’s college cumulative GPA.  For GPA percentages and waiver amounts, visit www.sosu.edu/futurestudents/scholarships and follow the link.   Deadline:  none listed.

EAST CENTRAL UNIVERSITY – Out-of-State Tuition Waiver for Texas Residents

At East Central University your out-of-state tuition will be waived if you are a Texas resident and meet one of the following qualifications:  As an incoming freshman, you must have (1) a composite 20+ on the ACT or (2) have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or better and be in the top 50% of your graduating class or (3) live in a residence hall on campus; as a transfer students, you must have (1) a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or better at your last institution or (2) live in a residence hall on campus.  For more information call the Office of High School and College Relations at 1-788-310-5628 or visit the website www.ecok.edu.  Deadline:  none listed.

HOBSON’S – CollegeView.com Scholarship

CollegeView.com offers the latest and greatest college search information available at your fingertips, free of charge.  Included is up-to-date information on colleges and universities, an easy-to-use college search feature, and information on a variety of careers and majors.  CollegeView.com awards one $1,000 scholarship each month, and to be eligible to win, you must be registered on the site; in addition to scholarships, there are also other contests to win gaming systems, gift certificates, and more.  For information and to register, visit www.CollegeView.com.  Deadline:  none listed.  

TEXAS LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY – Various Scholarships

A number of scholarships and forms of financial aid are available to students who attend Texas Lutheran University; awards include academic distinction scholarships, performance awards, participation awards, grants, and need-based financial aid.  Students must be accepted to TLU in order to be considered for a scholarship; student must enroll full-time in order to receive and renew the award.  Contact the TLU Office of Financial Aid at 1-800-771-8521 for more information or visit the TLU website, www.tlu.edu.  Deadline:  none listed; varies with award.

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT DALLAS – Academic Excellence Scholarships

All freshmen that are admitted to the university for the fall semester are automatically considered for scholarship awards.  Important factors in the selection of scholarship recipients include SAT or ACT scores, class rank, GPA, and success in Honors or Advanced Placement course work.  In addition, positive weight may be given to the following factors:  achievements in work experience, community service, extracurricular activities (leadership), surmounting obstacles to the further pursuit of higher education, socioeconomic background, and status as a first-generation college student.  Informational booklet available in office file or contact AES Coordinator at 1-972-883-6309 or e-mail aes@utdallas.edu.  Deadline:  awards will be made on a monthly basis until all the available scholarships have been allocated. 

ECAMPUSTOURS.COM  - Scholarship 

eCampusTours.com puts college in perspective with 360-degree views of over 1,000 different schools all in one eye-popping website!  A free national scholarship search helps students scope out potential scholarships from an extensive database.  AND students can register online at www.eCampusTours.com to win one of ten $1,000 scholarships awarded annually by Edfinancial Services.  Deadline:  none listed.

CULINARY INSTITUTE OF AMERICA – Need-Based Grants and Scholarships

Grants and scholarships from the CIA can be based on financial need or a combination of financial need and merit.  To be considered, file a FAFSA.  When awarding need-based grant and/or scholarship aid, the CIA gives priority to those who will receive the Federal Subsidized Stafford Loan, the Federal Unsubsidized Stafford Loan, or the Federal PLUS Loan.  In most instances, a GPA of 3.0 or better is expected in order for the grant or scholarship to be continued in subsequent years.  Merit-based scholarships awarded by the CIA include:  High-Impact Leaders Scholarships, National Student Organization Scholarships, Cream of the Crop Scholarship, Recipe Contests at the CIA, ALANA Student Scholarships, MFK Fisher Scholarship, the CIA’s Alumni Referral Scholarship, and others that may be available.  As an applicant for admission to the CIA, you will be evaluated for aid individually, based on financial need, academic merit, and available funds.  Information and application online at www.ciachef.edu.  Deadline:  none listed, but apply early.

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS – UNT Scholarships

Most scholarships for entering freshmen at UNT are administered by the Student Financial Aid and Scholarship Office.  UNT provides a limited number of renewable scholarships awarded on a first-come, first-served basis to students who are in the top 10 percent of their high school graduating class and score at least 1200 on the SAT or 27 on the ACT:  

UNT Meritorious Scholarship for National Merit Finalists – full scholarship available to National Merit Finalists who designate UNT as their university of choice; renewable up to three additional years with a 3.25 GPA; to apply, complete special application available to National Merit Finalists and UNT admission application; 

Board of Regents Excellence Scholarship - $4000 per year available to entering freshmen in the top 10 percent of their high school graduating class who score at least 1400 on the SAT; no scholarship application necessary; apply for admission to UNT; 

Board of Regents Scholarship - $2500 per year available to entering freshmen in the top 10 percent of their high school graduating class who score at least 1300 on the SAT; renewable up to three additional years with a 3.25 GPA; no scholarship application necessary; apply to UNT admission; 

Board of Regents Chancellor’s Scholarship - $1500 per year available to entering freshmen in the top 10 percent of their high school graduating class who score at least 1250 on the SAT; renewable up to three additional years with a 3.25 GPA; no scholarship application necessary; apply for UNT admission; 

Board of Regents President’s Scholarship - $1000 per year available to entering freshmen in the top 10 percent of their high school graduating class who score at least 1200 on the SAT; renewable up to three additional years with a 3.25 GPA; no scholarship application necessary; apply for UNT admission;

UNT Texas Transfer Scholarship - $1000 per year available to transfer students from a Texas community college with 45 credit hours and at least a 3.0 GPA; renewable for one year with a 3.0 GPA; no scholarship application necessary; apply for UNT admission; 

General scholarship awards – One-year scholarships worth $1000-$2500; complete general scholarship application available at www.unt.edu/finaid; 

Specialized scholarship awards – One-year scholarships worth $1000-$2500; complete general scholarship application at www.unt.edu/finaid.  

For current information on financial aid and scholarship processes, visit www.unt.edu/finaid.  Deadline:  varies with award.

DEVRY –Scholarships

The Dean’s and Presidential Scholarships are awarded to high school seniors on a first-come, first-served basis, with a limited amount of funds awarded each year.  Applicants with qualifying SAT/ACT scores are eligible to compete for tuition awards.  For more information call DeVry at 1-800-73-DEVRY or visit the web at www.devry.edu/scholarships.  Deadline:  none listed, but apply early. 

EAST TEXAS BAPTIST UNIVERSITY – Various Scholarships

ETBU offers numerous scholarships that have various qualifying criteria.  All scholarship funds are limited and awarded on a first come-first serve basis.  For additional information and ETBU financial aid forms call 1-800-804-ETBU or visit the web at www.etbu.edu (select future students, then financial aid, then forms).  Deadline:  varies with award.

PARIS JUNIOR COLLEGE – PJC Scholarships

PJC offers an extensive range of scholarship programs that provide opportunities for students entering any academic or technical program at the college.  More than 300 scholarships are awarded annually through the PJC Memorial Foundation Scholarship Fund.  In addition, there are special departmental scholarships, and many organizations in the Paris area award scholarships each year.  The criteria for selecting scholarship recipients may includes, but is not limited to:  academic achievement, major area of study, element of need, service to the community, and leadership.  These scholarships are available each year, and students should make inquiries at least six months in advance of enrollment into PJC.  Students interested in applying for a specific institutional scholarship should contact the Admissions/Financial Office for detailed information or visit www.parisjc.edu for the on-line application.  Deadline:  none listed.

HARDIN-SIMMONS UNIVERSITY – Various Scholarships

Hardin-Simmons University offers a number of generous scholarships to reward students for academic achievement, volunteer work and commitment of faith.  Amounts and requirements vary with award.  For information call 1-800-568-2692, e-mail enroll@hsutx.edu, or online http://www.hsutx.edu/admissions/finaid/.   Deadline:  none listed.

CISCO JUNIOR COLLEGE – Activity / Academic Scholarships

Activity Grants and Scholarships are awarded to eligible students in the following activities and programs at the Cisco campus:  Fine Arts – band, choir, drama, women’s drill team; Athletics – cheerleading, men’s baseball, men/women’s rodeo, women’s basketball, women’s soccer, women’s softball, women’s volley ball, football; and Scholastics – departmental and Rockwell Scholarship based on high school academic record and application.  For full information regarding an activity, contact the appropriate activity director, coach, or Office of Financial Aid at CJC.  More information is available at http://www.cisco.cc.tx.us/financial_aid.html.   Deadline:  none listed.  

DAVID J. EWING SCHOLARSHIP FUND – Ewing Scholarship

The University of North Texas Foundation manages the account and the UNT scholarship committee will award scholarships to qualified full-time undergraduate students who have lost a parent during that parent’s working years and need financial assistance to attend college.  The recipient of a Ewing Scholarship may choose to attend any accredited institution of higher education in the United States.  Students may reapply annually for the scholarship, however recipients cannot receive an award for more than four years (eight semesters).  Brochure available in office file.  For additional information contact Dr. Suzanne LaBrecque, by phone 940-565-2550, fax 940-565-4438, e-mail labreque@unt.edu, or on the web http://www.unt.edu/vpaa/ewingscholarship.  Deadline:  none listed, but make contact as soon as possible.

AIR NATIONAL GUARD – Join the thousands of young men and women who are answering the call to serve and making a difference in their local communities and in our country.  As a member of the Air National Guard, you’ll be preparing for your future while staying close to your home, your family, and your friends.  For your part-time service, the Air National Guard offers:  college tuition assistance through the Montgomery G.I. Bill and the Student Loan Repayment Program; free training in more than 180 specialized vocations, including engineering, communications, electronics, avionics, and many more; the opportunity to earn college credits for completed military training; and part-time work now for a full-time retirement tomorrow.  Plus, the leadership qualities you’ll develop in the Air National Guard will help you make a difference for your family, your community, and your Nation.  For more information call 1-800-864-6264 or visit www.GoANG.com.  

FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION

Financial Aid Questions to ask Colleges

Understanding the financial aid process can e hard and you may not know where to turn for answers.  The financial aid officers at colleges and universities you’re applying to there to help.  Following are some questions the Associated Colleges of the Midwest suggests families ask:

1. What kind of financial assistance does the college offer:  need-based, merit-based or both?

2. Can the college provide an early estimate of what our financial aid award might be?

3. What forms are needed in order to apply?

4. When are financial aid applications due?

5. What costs for a student are taken into account by the financial aid office?  Tuition, room, board, transportation?  What about additional expenses such as books, fees, computers and personal expenses?

6. What is included in the comprehensive fee?  For example, do students have to pay extra for computer time or to attend campus events (concerts, plays, films, lectures, athletics events, etc.)?

7. When will we be notified about the amount of assistance we can expect?

8. Does the institution have an appeal process to review special circumstances?

9. Is there a commitment for financial assistance beyond the first year?

10. How and when do we apply for financial assistance after the first year?

11. What if we do not qualify for need-based aid?  Are there alternative financing options available?

12. What grants, loans and work-study opportunities does the college offer?  Are there any we might be eligible for?

13. What is the average student loan indebtedness of the college’s graduates?

14. Is there a restriction to the length of time that financial assistance will continue?

15. How long does it typically take a student to graduate from this college?  Four years?  Longer?

16. What impact do scholarships from outside sources have on other financial aid?

17. Can we apply financial aid toward an off-campus study program, either in the U.S. or another country?

18. What happens if our family’s financial situation changes substantially during the school year?

19. Are there payment options available, such as monthly or quarterly?

Financial Aid Options:

As college gets closer, so does the reality of paying for that education.  Many financing options are available.  Here are some reminders of those opportunities.  Remember that completing the FAFSA is always the first step in getting financial assistance.

· Grants:  Grants are funds awarded on the basis of financial need, and they do not have to be repaid.

· Scholarships:  Scholarships are also funds awarded that do not have to be repaid.  Scholarships may be awarded based on many different factors (financial need, academic merit, athletic or musical talents, etc.).

· Work-study programs:  The federal work-study program provides jobs for students.  The rate of pay will be at least the federal minimum wage.  Most students work 10-20 hours per week.  Work-study jobs can be on-campus or off-campus.  

· Loans:  A college’s financial aid office administers low interest loans.  In most cases, payment can be deferred until after graduation.  There are a variety of federal loans available based on a student’s financial need and eligibility.

You should read all financial aid material provided by your prospective colleges.  Also check out the helpful financial aid web sites listed below.  Prepare for college now and be knowledgeable about the many ways to help you pay for your college education.  

College Information & Financial Aid on the Web / Internet sites with helpful information

There are a number of good college information and financial aid resources on the World Wide Web.  It is quick and simple to access general financial aid information, links to relevant Web sites, loan information, employment and career information, advice, scholarship search services, interactive worksheets, forms, and free expected family contribution (EFC) calculators.  Web sites of individual colleges provide more school-specific financial aid information. The following list of Internet databases (listed alphabetically) has been compiled from multiple workshops and sources and may be helpful with college and financial aid/scholarship information.  Please feel free to use them for assistance.

www.absolutelyscholarships.com
www.achieve.com
www.adventuresineducation.org – information on applying for financial aid, managing money, and repaying student loans

www.aflcio.ord/familyfunresources/collegecosts/ - union-sponsored scholarships and financial aid information.

www.allstudentloans.org - learn the difffernce between grants, federal and private loans and scholarships

www.americorps.org – AmeriCorps

www.anycollege.net
www.attheu.com
www.campustours.com
www.cashe.com
www.cityyear.org – City Year

www.clas.ufl.edu/CLAS/american-universities.html – search tool to find website addresses of four-year colleges and universities

www.college.edu (an entire book of college information web sites)

www.collegeanswer.com - this site from student loan lender Sallie Mae offers a free scholarship search and advice on a financial aid calculator

www.collegeboard.com – College Board Online provides a wealth of information, such as a glossary of financial aid terms; bibliography of financial aid books; financial planning and borrowing tips and tools for students and parents; financial aid interactive calculators; and FUND FINDER (the College Board’s database of more than 3,000 sources of scholarships, internships, contests, and loans)

www.collegexpress.com - 

www.collegefortexans.com - comprehensive site that helps Texas students prepare for, apply, and finance a college education

www.collegeispossible.com
www.collegenet.com
www.collegequest.com
www.college-scholarships.com
www.collegeview.com
www.costep.org - learn what you should be doing about student loans as a junior and senior in high school

www.degreesearch.com and www.jobtrainingsearch.com – search thousands of technical and trade schools, junior colleges, four year colleges and universities to find colleges that offer the job training or degree program you want to study

www.devry.edu
www.ecola.org
www.ed.gov/ - the Student Financial Assistance Information, Department of Education page takes you to some of the major publications on student aid, including the latest edition of the Student Guide. 

www.ed.gov/DirectLoan – Direct Loans

www.ed.gov/finaid.html
www.ed.gov/inits/hope (Hope Scholarship & Lifetime Learning Credit information)

www.ed.gov/prog_info/SFA/StudentGuide
www.ed.gov/Programs/easistate.html – Resources by State

www.ed.gov/studentaid
www.educaid.com - learn how to save for college and what to do if your savings won’t cover tuition

www.embark.com
www.essayedge.com – free access to pages and pages of admissions tips, free access to over 100 sample successful college application essays, and first look at the upcoming free, interactive application essay online course

www.fafsa.ed.gov – Free Application for Federal Student Aid

www.fastweb.com – a highly popular, customized financial and college admissions search 

www.finaid.org - the best overall resource for student financial aid information; sponsored by the National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators, it includes a comprehensive alphabetical index of all financial aid resources on the Web. 

www.freshinfo.com
www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/edcams/scholarship – Project Scholarship Scam

www.InsideEdgeNewsletter.com – information on scholarships, contests, “ask Karen” Q&A, special help for parents; plus expert tips and advice on:  admissions, athletic recruitment, choosing a college, academics, financial aid, selecting a major, SAT/ACT and Exams, scholarships, and college life

www.istudentloan.com
www.jobcorps.org – Hope/Lifetime Learning Credit

www.kaplan.com
www.mapping-your-future.org
www.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/cc/ - search tool to find the website addresses of community colleges

www.mit.edu:8001/people/cdemello/univ.html (links to college home pages)

www.nacac.com
www.nasfaa.org – financial aid tips for students, parents, and counselors

www.ne-epc.com/aid.htm
www.nextstepmag.com - register here to win a $5,000 scholarship online and a monthly prize giveaway

www.pellgrantsonline.ed.gov – Pell Grants

www.petersons.com – scholarship search and other resources

www.plato.org
www.rams.com/srn/execsrch.htm
www.salliemae.com - Sallie Mae’s Online Scholarship Service offers free access to the College Aid Sources for Higher Education (CASHE) database.  Contains listing of numerous private sector awards from more than 36,000 sponsors.  CASHE is a free financial aid service on the Internet containing thousands of private scholarships, grants, tuition waivers, internships, fellowships, and loans.  Any student, undergraduate through post-doctorate, can use CASHE.  Student information is kept confidential and never sold or rented to others. 

www.scholarships.com - a comprehensive source of local and national scholarships; students receive scholarship search results that match their specific needs and interests; tools and tips to help you pay for college; and free scholarship search, FAFSA online, education loan information and online applications-all in one place.

www.scholarshipexperts.com
www.sciencewise.com
www.srnexpress.com/execsrch.htm – SRN Express, a free web version of the Scholarship Resource Network (SRN) database.  Focuses on portable, private-sector, non-need-based aid.  The award listing here contains more detailed information than most scholarship databases and scholarship listing books

www.studentaid.ed.gov - the federal student aid site has detailed college-planning timelines, access to online version of the FAFSA, and all kinds of tips for borrowing money (and paying it back)

www.supercollege.com - online scholarship database

www.texasmentor.org - online guide to the private college of Texas

www.texastomorrowfund.com – provides information on the Texas prepaid higher education tuition program

www.tgslc.org - Texas Guaranteed Student Loan Corporation

www.thecb.state.tx.us
www.twc.state.tx.us –information on educational and training opportunities offered by the Texas Workforce Commission

www.upromise.com - get money for college when you buy specific brands

www.usnews.com - US News and & World Report has several helpful features for students involved in the college search process; click on “Colleges” to access topics and articles that can help.

www.window.state.tx.us/scholars/mspmain.html – the on-line version of the Compendium of Texas Colleges and Financial Aid Calendar for High School Seniors presented through courtesy of The Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation of San Antonio; this site contains a list of colleges and universities in the state of Texas, admission requirements, total expenses for an academic year, financial aid data and related information, helpful hints to the college bound, together with a calendar of various scholarship deadlines arranged by months.  A printed version is available for checkout from the counselor’s office.

www.wiredscholar.com
To find out more about yourself and the careers that suit you:

www.acinet.org
www.assessment.com
www.birkman.com
www.bls.gov
www.bls.gov/ocohome.htm
www.careerpathsonline.com
www.enc.org/KE-Intelligences.html
www.itsworking.org
www.jobshadow.org
www.makingitcount.com
www.monster.com
www.myfuture.com
www.platinumrule.com
www.review.com
www.self-directed-search.com
www.stats.bls.gov
www.uhs.berkley.edu/students/careerlibrary/links/careerme.htm
www.umanitoba.ca/counselling/careers.html
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