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This is the third of several informational mailings that you will receive this year.  Enclosed you will find information considered extremely important as you begin to formulate your college and career goals.  If you have any questions, please call Mrs. Ettredge at 940-686-2189.

If your student is interested in pursuing additional education after high school, here is some helpful information:

1. Visit college/universities/technical schools (including their Internet sites) that interest you.  Obtain information that will be helpful in determining what school to attend—admission requirements, housing, financial aid, scholarship, and the department of intended major.

2. Take a college entrance exam (SAT or ACT), if necessary.

3. If you plan to enroll as a full-time or part-time student in a Texas public community or technical college or university, you must take the THEA test unless you are exempted based on TAKS, SAT, or ACT scores.

4. Apply to the colleges/universities/technical schools in which you are interested in attending.  This includes housing applications if necessary.

5. Contact the scholarship and/or financial aid office of the college you plan to attend; fill out the necessary applications.  
We have several books in the HS counselor’s office and library that list scholarships, grants, loans, fellowships, etc., that students may apply for—you are welcome to check one out so that you can search for financial aid.  The Internet is also an excellent source—just search for scholarships or financial aid; there is also a listing of several Internet sites at the end of this newsletter.
6. Fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to apply for financial aid.  The FAFSA is available on the internet at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov; paper versions are now available outside the Counselor’s Office.  You may submit the FAFSA after January 1.  

7. Athletes planning to participate in Division I or II college athletics should register with the NCAA Clearinghouse online at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net; more information in this newsletter.

Federal Financial Aid Information

Federal Student Aid plays a central and essential role in America’s postsecondary education community, administering student financial assistance programs.  Federal Student Aid is the largest source of student aid in America, providing nearly 70 percent of all student financial aid for education beyond high school.  During the 2004-05 school year, nearly $70 billion in aid was awarded to nearly 10 million postsecondary students.

You must complete and submit a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to apply for federal student aid for college or career school and for most state and institutional aid.  The quickest way to apply is online using FAFSA on the Web at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  Financial aid offices use information from the FAFSA to determine if you are eligible to receive federal student aid from grants, loans, and work-study programs.  So be sure to fill out a FAFSA even if you think you won’t qualify.  

Filing the FAFSA online with FAFSA on the Web is fee, fast, easy, and secure!  Now with the FAFSA on the Web Worksheet, it will be even easier.  Many students like to fill out a paper form before going online, and the FAFSA on the Web Worksheet helps students gather the information they need.  The FAFSA on the Web Worksheet is optional but it has all the information the student and parent will need to successfully complete the online application in one sitting.  Often applicants used the paper FAFSA as practice.  However, the new FAFSA on the Web Worksheet is recommended because it follows the sequence of questions on the online form.  FAFSA on the Web Worksheets are available outside of the Counselor’s Office, next to the paper FAFSA.

IMPORTANT:  An Internet search of the word “FAFSA” may provide users with many for-profit Web sites offering to complete the FAFSA for you—often for a hefty fee.  One very important point for students and parents to understand is that you don’t need to pay to apply for federal student aid.  There is plenty of free help for completing the FAFSA by calling the Federal Student Aid information Center at 1-800-4-FED-AID, or on the web through both the “Need Help with this Page?” and “Live Help” links on the FAFSA on the Web at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  And, of course, students and parents are always encouraged to visit with the college or university’s financial aid office!

The FAFSA for the 2006-07 school year may be submitted beginning January 1, 2006.

Texas Common Admission Application

The Texas Common Application is designed to make applying to 40 Texas colleges and universities easier (see website or paper application for complete list of schools that use the Texas Common Application).  Students may fill out one application at www.applytexas.org, and apply to as many of the Texas schools as they wish (a student will have to pay the application fee charged by each institution). This is the last year that paper copies will be printed; these are available from the high school counselor or the university you wish to attend.  Majors and codes used on the application are available at www.applytexas.org and in the Code Book, available at http://www.collegefortexans.com, in the admissions office of public universities and colleges, and in the high school counselor’s office.  If you have questions about the common application, please contact Mrs. Ettredge or the admissions office at any of the public universities in our area.

Website for Texas Private Colleges/Universities

TexasMentor (http://www.texasmentor.org) is a website designed for students interested in exploring Texas’ private colleges and universities.  TexasMentor includes many interactive features that allow students to explore the options:  matching their personal needs and interests with specific institutions, participation in virtual campus tours, establishing direct e-mail communication with campus representatives, preparing academically and financially, and applying on-line for admissions and financial aid.

Common Application for selective schools

The Common Application is the recommended form of 277 selective colleges and universities for admission to their undergraduate programs.  Space does not permit a complete list, but includes Duke, Yale, Tulane, Rice, William & Mary, Southern Methodist, Syracuse, Austin College, Hendrix, Merrimack, Vassar, and Centenary.  For a complete listing, see the counselor or visit the website www.commonapp.org to download the application, or complete on-line and submit electronically. 

Texas Resource Now Available On-Line

The on-line version of the Compendium of Texas Colleges and Financial Aid Calendar for High School Seniors is now available on-line at http://www.window.state.tx.us/scholars, courtesy of The Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation of San Antonio.  This site contains a list of colleges and universities in the state of Texas, admission requirements, total expenses for an academic year, financial aid data and related information, helpful hints to the college bound, together with a calendar of various scholarship deadlines arranged by months.  A printed version is available for checkout from the counselor’s office.

Texas B-On-Time Loan Program -- $$$ for College in Texas

B-On-Time no-interest loans began in January 2004, and are available for students who graduated in the 2002-2003 academic year or later.  The Texas B-On-Time Loan Program was created by the 78th Texas Legislature and should provide some relief to students who qualified for a TEXAS Grant, but are not able to receive it because of limited funding.  Students must have graduated under the recommended/distinguished program to be eligible for a Texas B-On-Time loan; B-On-Time loans may be forgiven if a student graduates from college promptly with an overall 3.0 grade point average.  The legislative statue requires that priority be given to students with financial need, since the level of funding is not sufficient to provide a loan to every student who meets the eligibility requirements.  Please visit www.hhloans.com.

TEXAS (Toward Excellence, Access, & Success) Grant Program -- $$$ for College in Texas

The state of Texas has limited funds available for higher education through the TEXAS Grant Program.  The TEXAS Grant may be available to pay an eligible student’s tuition and fees for up to 150 semester credit hours or six school years of school.  The grant may be used at a private or public college or university in Texas.  To be eligible for a TEXAS Grant, the student must graduate under the Recommended or Distinguished Achievement high school program and show financial need.  For more information contact the high school counselor, or the financial aid office at the school you plan to attend.  Detailed information about the TEXAS Grant Program as well as many other opportunities available for students wishing to pursue higher education may be found at http://www.collegefortexans.com. 

Don’t Throw Your Money Away…

Section 54.0065 of the Texas Education Code provides for a Tuition Rebate for Certain Undergraduates.  A qualified student is eligible for a rebate of up to $1,000 of the undergraduate tuition the student has paid if the student:

( Is awarded a baccalaureate degree from a general academic teaching institution;

( Has attempted no more than three hours in excess of the minimum number of semester credit hours required to complete the degree, including transfer credits and course credit earned exclusively by examination; and

( Has been classified as a resident of the state of Texas at all times while pursuing this degree.

For more information, contact the Admissions Office at the college that you plan to attend.

An Associate’s Degree may be Your Path to Success

Before you follow all your friends to the four-year State U., make sure you check out your options.  If going directly to a four-year college is right for you, great.  But community college may be a better choice.  

The four-year college is not the only path to success.  A community college can help you start a career after two year, training you for some of the fastest growing jobs in the U.S., or it can offer a start to your four-year degree., providing you with about half the credit you need to earn a bachelor’s degree.  Benefits of attending a community college include:  (1) Courses that cover the basics, but also apply principles to the workplace; (2) Classes are often more hands-on than those at a four-year college; (3) Saving money intuition and other expenses, such as room and board; tuition can be less than half of that at a four-year public college; often students save money by living at home; (4) Receiving more personal attention from the professors than at large university; and (5) Easier decision-making on a major once you’ve transferred to a four-year college; the focus on occupations and career discovery programs at a community college can help you with this decision.

Choosing a college

Choosing a college is a huge task. You have so many options and colleges have so many offerings. College is a big investment, both in time and money. You want to make the right choice.  The good news is that more than one college can be the "right choice" for you. Forget the idea that there's "one perfect school," because there are a number of very good schools for you. Just find ones that are a good match and look at them closely.  Here are some tips for your college search:

Start early – It's never too early to look at colleges and their environments. Visit websites, read college brochures and stop by college campuses when you're nearby. Start thinking about what you would like and wouldn't like in a college.

Think about how colleges differ – Four-year, two-year, number of students, location, tuition, majors offered, type of school, student activities, and student support services. What's important to you?

Visit different types of schools so you understand what it's like to be on a campus with 5,000 other students or 25,000 other students, or what it's like to be in the middle of a city or in a small town.

Make your college visits when school is in session. Visit a classroom, talk to professors and students, eat in the cafeteria, stay in a dorm room – experience the college.

Take part in any outreach programs offered at colleges and universities. Summer camps and enrichment programs give you a feel for living on campus, even though enrollment during summer sessions is smaller than during fall and spring sessions.

Take charge of the search. Work with your parents as a team, but lead the effort, take responsibility, and determine what you would be happy doing.

Be realistic. Use your time wisely and look only at colleges you think you would really attend.  And instead of selecting a top choice, choose a group of schools as your top preferences, along with a back-up group of others that would be acceptable.

College Entrance Exams

The tests primarily used for admission to college are the SAT and the ACT.  The tests are used with your high school record to evaluate your level of academic knowledge.  Although some colleges consider your high school grades and class rank, this criteria is subjective, meaning that schools vary and teachers vary.  The SAT and ACT, however, are standardized.  Colleges can compare your scores with 2 million students using the same criteria.  

Which test should you take?  Some colleges prefer the SAT and others prefer the ACT; some accept either test.  Check the website of the college that you plan to attend to see which test they accept and/or prefer; also check to see if you need to take a Writing portion of the entrance exam.  Plan ahead.  The registration deadline is about a month before each test, so you must schedule your test taking in time to get results back for college admission deadlines.  Registration bulletins may be picked up from the high school office, or you may register online at www.collegeboard.com (for SAT) or www.actstudent.org (for ACT).  With online registration, you can complete your registration 24/7 on any computer connected to the Internet.  You get you admission ticket sooner.  You have access to the most up-to-date list of locations so you can get the best choice of test centers.  You will need to pay by credit card to register online.

SAT Reasoning Test (includes Writing)  ($41.50 fee)

Test Dates

Registration Deadlines


January 28, 2006

December 22, 2005

April 1, 2006

February 24, 2006

May 6, 2006

April 3, 2006

June 3, 2006

April 28, 2006

Beginning in March 2005, the SAT Reasoning Test includes:  (1) Addition of a Writing Section (includes multiple-choice questions over grammar/usage, and a student-written essay; (2) Critical Reading Section (formerly the Verbal Section; analogies will be eliminated; short reading passages will be added to existing long reading passages; and (3) Mathematics Sections (math content will expand to include topics from third-year college preparatory math; quantitative comparisons will be eliminated).  The Writing Section is not optional.

ACT Assessment  ($29 fee) & ACT Assessment Plus Writing ($43 fee)

Test Dates

Registration Deadlines


February 11, 2006
January 6, 2006


April 8, 2006

March 3, 2006


June 10, 2006

May 5, 2006

Starting in 2005, choose either of two test options—the ACT Assessment or the ACT Assessment Plus Writing, which includes a 30-minute Writing Test.  Not all colleges and universities require or recommend the Writing Test.  Check with the colleges you are considering—or go to www.actstudent.org for a list of institutions that require or recommend the Writing Test

Remember to put the school code 445520 on the registration form so that a copy of your scores will be sent to us for your permanent file.

THEA Test

If you plan to attend a public college or university in Texas, you will be required to take the THEA (Texas Higher Education Assessment), which measures reading, math, and writing skills, before attending college classes.  The THEA will be used by Texas institutions of higher education as an assessment instrument providing diagnostic data for entering students. Students who demonstrate deficiencies in any of the tested areas will be required to enroll in at least one developmental course each semester until they are able to pass all sections of the THEA test.

Students may be exempt from the THEA by scoring high on the ACT, SAT, or TAKS.  To be exempt from THEA, you must score at or above the following:  ACT—composite score of 23 with a minimum of 19 on both the English and math tests; OR SAT—combined verbal and math score of 1070 with a minimum of 500 on both the verbal and math tests; OR TAKS—check with the institution you plan to attend to see if TAKS is accepted as an exemption and the score minimum necessary.  Students may be exempt from the THEA test if enrolling in a Certificate Program of 42 semester credit hours or less at a community or technical college.

You may register for THEA online at www.thea.nesinc.com.  Paper registration bulletins are available in the office file.

THEA Test  ($29 fee)

Test Dates

Registration Deadlines


March 4, 2006

February 3, 2006


April 22, 2006

March 24, 2006


June 17, 2006

May 19, 2006


July 29, 2006

June 30, 2006

THEA QuickTest – North Central Texas College administers the THEA QuickTest exams throughout the semester.  This is in addition to the normally scheduled THEA examinations held across the state throughout the year.  The THEA QuickTest dates for the remainder of the 2004 calendar year for each campus are as follows:


Gainesville  (note times)


Corinth  (9:00 a.m.)

Bowie  (8:30 a.m.)


Phone 940-668-4200


Phone 940-498-6255

Phone 940-872-4002

January 6, 2006 @ 9am


February 1, 2006


February 3, 2006


February 17, 2006 @ 9am


March 8, 2006


February 24, 2006


March 10, 2006 @ 9am


April 5, 2006


March 24, 2006


April 7, 2006 @ 9am


May 17, 2006


April 21, 2006


May 10, 2006 @ 1pm


June 2, 2006


May 19, 2006


May 12, 2006 @ 9am


June 9, 2006


June 9, 2006


June 16, 2006 @ 9am


June 16, 2006


July 28, 2006


June 23, 2006 @ 9am


June 23, 2006


August 3, 2006


July 14, 2006 @ 9am


June 30, 2006


October 13, 2006


July 21, 2006 @ 9am


July 14, 2006


November 10, 2006


August 4, 2006 @ 9am


July 21, 2006


December 8, 2006


August 11, 2006 @ 9am


July 28, 2006


October 11, 2006 @ 1pm


October 20, 2006 @ 9am


November 17, 2006 @ 9am


December 12, 2006 @ 9am


December 14, 2006 @ 9am
Contact the appropriate campus Business Office where you wish to take the exam, pay your $10 nonrefundable registration fee, and sign up in advance.  On the day of the exam bring $29.00 (check, money order, or credit card payable to NES), picture ID, 4-function non-programmable, non-scientific calculator, and two #2 pencils.

Other area 2- and 4-year colleges and universities may also offer the Quick THEA; contact the testing center of the institution for details.

Questions to ask during a campus visit

1. What activities and services are available to help students get settled (academically and socially) during their first year?

2. How big are the classes?

3. (Ask students) How easy is it to meet with faculty?

4. (Ask students) Are you able to register for the classes you want?

5. What is the total cost of attending the college?

6. What types of financial aid does the college offer and how do I apply?

7. Are all freshmen assigned to an academic advisor?

8. Where do most freshmen live?

9. Can I take a tour?

10. What activities are available for students?

11. Who teaches the courses for first-year students?

12. How successful are the college's graduates in finding jobs?

13. What services (such as transportation and shopping) are available locally?

14. What is there to do on weekends? Do most students stay on campus or leave on weekends?

How to increase your chances with scholarships

When it comes to scholarships, there are several things you can do to improve your chances. Here are some things to consider:

1.  Apply early—Every scholarship program is unique, so you'll find that application deadlines vary. Some programs time and date stamp their applications. Although the committee may not consider this as a factor in selecting those who receive awards, when you submit your application early, you may have an opportunity to revise or correct your information, or submit components you may have forgotten about.  If you commit to submitting your application early, you may have time to correct errors or omissions.

2.  Submit an easy to read, well-organized application—Print or type neatly, and follow all the directions provided. Don't leave any item blank; if something does not apply to you, enter "none" or "not applicable." Don't leave it up to the committee to interpret your answers.  Check your grammar, spelling, punctuation, and organizational structure. Have a counselor, teacher, or parent review your application before submitting it. If the application allows you to include attachments, use them if necessary. Be creative in your approach in essays, but avoid doing anything too unusual or unethical, like sending your application in a strange, unmanageable, or oversized package.

3.  Avoid redundancy in your essays—Good writing here is key. When you rush to prepare an essay, you may be more likely to repeat yourself -- don't. Your goal in an essay is to show the selection committee three things: that you can write, that you can organize your thoughts well on paper, and that you can show something unique about yourself. Remember this when preparing your answers.

4.  Make contact -- but do it cautiously—If it is allowed, try to make one contact with a member of the committee, or with the organization. You can do this by e-mail, over the phone, or in person. Ask a question, or express your appreciation for the program. Above all, however, be brief. Committee members may be busy, so you want them to remember you -- but make sure they remember you positively. If you become a pest, you'll probably be eliminated from consideration quickly.

5.  Stand out from the crowd—One of the most difficult things to do, but one of the most important, is to prepare your application in a way that makes you unique to the committee. Remember that being unique is just that. Just be different. When you are able to show who you are through your application, you increase your chances of being selected.

Good luck with your scholarship process!

Debunking MYTHS: The truth about scholarships

You've probably heard a lot of misinformation about scholarships. Here are some common myths, and some of the truths behind those myths.

Millions of dollars in scholarships go unclaimed each year.

When you hear statistics like this, many times this includes money that could be spent by businesses to train their employees because they are eligible for training programs.  It is true that some scholarship programs have requirements that few people are able to meet. But the vast majority of programs have requirements that apply to a large part of the population.  In addition, some scholarship programs aren't publicized effectively, so students may not apply because they aren't aware that they exist.

Scholarship search services have high success rates.

According to industry statistics, more than 90 percent of students who use fee-based search services receive only lists of scholarships.  This doesn't mean that these services actually obtain funds on behalf of the students. College surveys have found that the actual percentage of students who receive scholarships because of the service is about 1 percent.  So it all really depends on how you define "success." As a student seeking scholarships, you should define "success" as actually “obtaining” a scholarship, as compared to only “obtaining information about” a scholarship.

It's not what you know, it's who you know.

On very rare occasions, students may actually be given a scholarship because they know someone. Most of the time, however, this is not the case. In fact, it happens so rarely that researchers don't include these situations because they are so infrequent.  In most cases, students who apply for scholarships are evaluated based upon such factors as their knowledge, their academic and extracurricular achievements, and their potential for success in college.

The more scholarships I receive, the less need-based financial aid I'll receive.

There is some truth to this. When you apply for financial aid, you are required to report all scholarships (as well as other sources of funds) that you will use for your education. Scholarship funds may change the amount of "need" you have according to the federal government. As a result, you may receive less need-based financial aid than if you didn't have any scholarships. However, receiving a scholarship is more likely to reduce your reliance on loans.  If your eligibility for financial aid is high enough, a scholarship may not affect your assistance. Each situation is different, and your counselor or a financial aid counselor at a local college can explain this in more detail.  Regardless of your situation, you should apply for federal financial aid as well as any scholarships you may be eligible for.

Minorities have a better chance of receiving scholarships.

Although there are some situations in which scholarships have been set aside for minorities, remember that each scholarship program has specific criteria. For example, some scholarships are offered only to students who play specific sports, or only to students who come from specific communities, or for students whose parents work for a specific company or belong to a specific organization.  The truth is that there are scholarships available to almost anyone. Your task is to do a little bit of research to find those for which you are eligible.

IT'S A FACT   High test scores and class rank are key to scholarships

For many scholarship committees, your scores on the SAT and ACT exams, along with your class rank, are the main factors in evaluating your potential.  Other factors that committees consider include achievement, extracurricular activities, work and volunteer history, and writing quality.

Finding scholarship sources: The obvious, and the not so obvious

You know that you should apply for as many scholarships as you can to help finance your college education, but do you know how to find them? This week, we go over some of the obvious, and not so obvious, ways to find scholarships you may be eligible for.

High school counselors and teachers - Discuss which college majors and careers interest you with your teachers and counselors. Visit bulletin boards where your school posts scholarship information, and go through any resources available.

High school library, public library, or bookstore - Your library and local bookstores almost always carry directories and guides on scholarships -- talk to your librarian for help in finding these. If you want to buy these books, visit discount and used bookstore dealers first -- they often have a wide selection of these tools available at very reasonable prices.

The Internet - Visit Web sites and use search engines to find other sources. One good place to look is on “Google” (www.google.com). Visit the site and select "Groups," then use the key words "high school scholarships."  Because these are discussion groups, you will need to dig through more information, but you may uncover some outstanding opportunities. Revise your keywords (like adding "chemistry" or other interests) to get even better results.

Colleges or schools you are considering attending - The college or university you plan to attend also can help with finding scholarship programs. Call the office of admissions or financial aid and ask for help on finding scholarships. Colleges and universities are also good places to find out more about scholarships offered by state and local government agencies.

Your parents' employers - There may be a scholarship fund or program available to you through the company where your parents or guardians work.  Opportunities vary, and each program has its own requirements.  Ask your parent to start by calling the human resource office in his or her company to ask if there are any programs available.  You can also do your own research if they have a Web site.

Your church, synagogue, or other religious organizations - Religious organizations have very long, positive histories of creating programs to help youth with education. Speak with your minister, rabbi, priest, or other religious leader about any scholarship programs they are aware of. Remember, if they know you well, you may also want to ask them to be a reference for your applications. Share your college and career interests with him or her, and he or she will likely keep an eye out for others who might have attended your school, work in your chosen career, or are involved in programs to help students.

Local, state, and national businesses - Many types of businesses contribute in some form or another to scholarship funds for students -- it's part of their responsibility to participate as a positive member of their community. Research Web sites, call the company's main number and ask if they have a program, or recruit your parents and their friends to help you find programs.

Branches of the military - All branches of the military have programs to provide scholarships to students. In most cases, you will likely have to serve in some form or capacity to become eligible. Many students who need assistance to attend college, but also want to develop some great leadership and practical skills and work experience, serve in the military for a defined period and then go to college on military-funded scholarships. If you think you might be interested, contact a local recruiting office or speak with your guidance counselor.

Keep a notebook with dates, times, addresses and phone numbers, use the bookmark feature on your Web browser, or load up your printer with plenty of paper to print out the home page of the programs you are interested in.

College search checklist

Use the following checklist to track your progress as you gather information.

Location/size

Distance from home

Enrollment

Physical size of campus

Admissions

Tests required/accepted

High school credits required

Essays

Resumes

Interviews

Letters of recommendation

Deadlines

Early action/early decision

College credit for exam scores or high school courses

Orientation program

Academics

Degrees/programs offered

Majors

Academic clubs/associations

Academic advising services

Academic tutoring services

Career placement services

Internship opportunities

Opportunities to study abroad

Other special programs and services

Financial aid

Costs of attending college

Grants

Loans

Employment

Academic and need-based scholarships

Deadlines

Campus life

Who attends the college?

Sports

Music

Theater

Art

Publications

Extracurricular activities

Housing

Health services

Counseling services

Safety information

Community information

The top 10 college planning mistakes

The best way to learn how to do something is to ask people who have done it. Usually, they’ll also tell you what NOT to do. College admissions representatives from across the country shared the common college planning mistakes with Dr. Frank Burtnett of Education Now, a consulting firm in Virginia.  Here are the top 10 college planning mistakes made by high school students. Due to space limitations, some of Dr. Burtnett's text has been paraphrased. To read the complete article, visit www.ednow.org.  

1. You miss the boat academically – The most important factor in college admissions is how well you did in college prep courses. Admissions reps are more impressed if you take difficult classes than if you earn high grades in easier classes.

2. You ignore great resources – The best way to make good decisions is to gather information.

Take advantage of the information you can gather from people you know (teachers, counselors, parents, friends), from college contacts, from reputable websites and publications, and from college visits. Be open to what you hear, too. Sometimes it’s easy to ignore someone who’s trying to give you good advice. Don’t graduate and think, “I wish I had known….”

3. You follow the pack – It’s one thing to buy a CD because all your friends like it and quite another thing to go to a college because your friends are going there. Make your decisions based on what you think about the college, how you feel on the campus, and the information about the college. Don’t base your decision on rankings or worse yet, college myths, such as “small colleges are more friendly” or “the more expensive the school, the better.” Find out for yourself.

4. You don’t take the college for a test drive – On a decision as big as college choice, you can’t afford not to visit and experience the setting and meet the people. You would take a car on a test drive before buying. Why not a college?

5. You decide there is only one “right” college – There are probably several colleges that are “right” for you. By thinking there is only one college for you, you can miss out on some surprising colleges that would be as good or maybe even better.

6. You make the price your top priority – Sometimes students and parents group colleges together and decide all private colleges are too expensive or public universities are cheaper.  Consider the cost factor, but wait until you have the financial aid offers. Often private colleges and public universities are similar in cost.

7. Your admissions essay or interview “bombs” – Take the effort to write a good essay and prepare for the college interview. These are taken seriously by the admissions staff. Does that mean you have to be deadly serious? No, be witty if you’re witty. Be serious if you’re serious.  Make a good effort and be yourself.

8. You let your dog eat your application – The admissions office is using all your application materials to decide whether to admit you. Take extra care in completing the entire application and making sure the college receives your transcript, college admissions test scores, and letters of recommendation (if needed) before deadlines expire.

9. You fail to manage time – College planning and admission take a long time, and you have to keep track of many activities. Get organized and list what you need to do and when. Figure out who you need help from and give them plenty of time to help you. College requires time management. This is good preparation for the years ahead.

10. You ignore counseling allies – Don’t overlook your counselor and the college admission and financial aid officers when you’re planning for and applying to college. If you have questions, call on them.

Hispanic Scholarship Websites

http://www.hsf.net/index.php – The Hispanic Scholarship Fund (HSF) is the nation’s leading organization supporting Hispanic higher education.  HSF was founded in 1975 with a vision to strengthen the country by advancing college education among Hispanic Americans, the fastest-growing segment of the U.S. population.  In support of its mission to double the rate of Hispanics earning college degrees, HSF provides the Latino community more college scholarships and educational outreach support than any other organization in the country.  The scholarships are available on a competitive basis for community college, four-year college, and graduate students of Hispanic heritage.  Awards generally range from $1,000 to $3,000.  The website provides information about HSF scholarships and non-NSF scholarships.

www.scholarshipsforhispanics.org - The Hispanic Scholarship Directory website makes more than 1,000 sources of financial aid more easily accessible to Hispanic students around the country and world.  The site includes application guidelines, an alumni section, and, most importantly, a database of scholarships fully searchable by a variety of categories, including state, college, and field of interest.

United Negro College Fund Information
The United Negro College Fund (UNCF) awards scholarships to undergraduate and graduate students attending a UNCF member college or university as well as other historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs) and majority institutions.  Information on these scholarships is provided on the website www.uncf.org/scholarship/general.asp.  By clicking on scholarship search, you can search for more than UNCF scholarships alphabetically, geographically, and by discipline or major.  Generally, once a student receives a UNCF scholarship, it may be renewed in subsequent years if the student continues to meet the eligibility requirements of the scholarship and if funds are available.  However, the renewal of a UNCF scholarship is not an automatic process.  Students typically do not receive more than one UNCF scholarship during an academic year.  

UNCF general scholarship eligibility criteria are as follows (all scholarships require that these basic criteria are met, however, many scholarships have additional requirements):  

· Students must have a minimum grade point average of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale;

· Students must have an unmet financial need as verified by the Financial Aid Director;

· Students must complete a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) (www.fafsa.ed.gov) and request that the Student Analysis Report (SAR) be sent to the financial aid office at their college or university.

Check out what the United Negro College Fund has to offer at www.uncf.org.  

Bureau of Indian Affairs
The United States government through the Bureau of Indian Affairs provides annual scholarship grants to assist eligible students to attend institutions of higher education.  In order to qualify, a student must prove Indian blood quantum and meet certain residence, need, and scholastic requirements.  Grants may cover such items as tuition, books, room and board, travel, and miscellaneous expenses.  Further information may be obtained from the Multicultural Student Office on the college campus you plan to attend.

Office of Indian Education Programs

The Office of Indian Education Programs’ Higher Education Grants are provided to supplement financial assistance to eligible American Indian/Alaska Native students entering college seeking a baccalaureate degree.  The Higher Education Grant is not an entitlement program; students do not automatically receive funding because they are American Indian/Alaska Native.  Students must meet certain criteria in order to apply for a Higher Education Grant.  The grant application is available from the education office of the Tribe in which you are affiliated or possess membership.  As the majority of federally recognized tribes are administering the grant program for their tribal members, call your tribe first.  A Tribal Directory is located on the Department of Interior’s web site.  If your tribe is not administering the grant program, they can direct you to the nearest Office of Indian Education Programs Education Line Officer for the application.  Additional information may be found on the OIEP’s website www.oiep.bia.edu.

College Athletic Information

If you’re considering an athletic scholarship as a means for paying for college, it is important to understand some basics of college athletics.  There are three primary organizations that govern college athletics; each is different in eligibility, size, and scholarship regulations.  You can better decide about which school you might attend if you understand a little more about each.

National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) – has over 1,000 members schools that are classified according to size, competitiveness, and ability to award scholarships.  The NCAA is further divided into three divisions:  Division I includes schools that play on national television and have athletics departments with multi-million dollar budgets.  Division I teams are subdivided into two divisions (Division I-A and I-AA) for football.  Each division has certain stipulations regarding stadium size, required fan turn-out, and scheduling appropriate opponents.  Division II are schools smaller in size and with slightly smaller scholarship allotments.  These schools receive less media exposure.  Division III schools have no more than a few thousand students, with a very limited recruiting budget; they do not offer athletics scholarships, but athletes may earn financial awards that offset the high tuition; the level of competition is not much lower than at Division II schools. 

Prospective student-athletes planning to participate in intercollegiate athletics at an NCAA Division I or II institution should register with the NCAA Clearinghouse online at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.  From the home page, the prospect should click on “Prospective Student-Athletes,” which will link the student-athlete to the necessary information.  However, if the prospective student-athlete wishes to pay by check or money order, the student must complete the paper form (available from the counselor).  It is extremely important that prospective student-athletes read the NCAA Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete carefully and understand the NCAA initial-eligibility requirements.  Eligibility is determined by a combination of core-course requirements and test-score/grade-point average index; these are listed in the guide.

National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) – governs the athletic programs and contests of its 360 member colleges, all of which are small institutions.  There is no limit on how many scholarships that NAIA schools may offer to its athletes; but small schools have limited budgets, which limits the number of scholarships available.  The level of competition is about the same as NCAA Division III schools.

National Junior College Athletics Association (NJCAA) – consists of over 500 junior (two-year) colleges.  NJCAA schools offer full and partial scholarships in 23 sports.  Athletes who are ineligible to attend NCAA Division I colleges often enroll in NJCAA schools for two years to become eligible, and then transfer to the NCAA school during their junior year.  Often junior colleges have an open-door admissions policy (only a high school diploma or GED is required to enroll). 

Completing Applications (college/scholarship)

Your application, transcripts (grade report), class rank and entrance exam score determine your acceptance to most colleges/universities or selection for scholarships.  Some require an essay or references.  Application tips include:  

1. Make a copy of the application, in case you make a mistake and need an additional copy.

2. Read all of the instructions that come with the application and follow them precisely.

3. Complete your application when you have adequate time to do so, in a quiet place without distractions.  Take your time.

4. Print neatly in black ink or type your responses.

5. Use your real name, not nicknames.

6. Answer questions with concise truthful answers.

7. Check your spelling and proofread; have someone else proofread your work.

8. If you make mistakes use whiteout liquid and rewrite or retype response; you may need to start over on a clean application form.

9. If an application fee is required, enclose a check or money order or provide credit card information with your application.

10. Keep a copy of your application.

11. Mail your application early enough to meet deadlines.

Basic Parts of a College Application

All college applications request the same types of basic information.  Here is a quick rundown of the types of information you may be expected to provide as you begin applying:

1. About you – Applications require basic information about you, including:  your social security number, mailing address, telephone numbers, and other contact information.

2. About your family – Relevant information about your family may include your parents’ names, mailing addresses, names and number of siblings, and other identifying information.  Often, an application may also ask whether anyone else in your family currently attends or has previously attended the school.

3. Educational background – Information about your background includes the schools you attended with attendance years, graduation programs, number of classes taken, and other similar information.

4. Test scores – Schools will likely ask for your scores on the ACT, SAT, or other college entrance, placement, or related academic tests.  As you take these tests, you may want to indicate that your scores be sent to your preferred schools so that they have an official record.

5. Academic record – Other academic experience may be requested.  This may include:  leadership positions; organizations and clubs; athletics and academic awards; and other information.

6. Essay – Many schools request an essay from applicants.  Essays are requests for two reasons:  they provide insight into your background and experiences, and they demonstrate your ability to write.

7. Recommendations – Some schools ask that you submit recommendations, either along with your own application, or mailed separately from the person who is recommending you to the school.  As you approach your senior year, think about teachers, coaches, family friends, religious leaders, or others in your community that you may want to ask to write a recommendation for you.

8. Transcripts – Transcripts are a record of your performance in high school.  Although some of the information provided can vary, most transcripts offer basic lists of courses taken, grades received, honors and awards given to you through your school career, and other supporting information.

College Preview Days

(Compiled December 12, 2005)

AUSTIN COLLEGE – Previews / Open Houses 

Open House; come and go events from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Mondays, January 16, February 20, 2006

Science and Mathematics Division Preview, $15 fee

Saturday, February 11, 2006; $15 fee


Spring Preview


Monday, April 17, 2006


Football Previews; arranged by coaches 



January 14, 21, February 4, 18, 2006


To register, call the Office of Admissions at 1-800-KANGAROO (1-800-526-4276) or 

register on-line at http://www.austincollege.edu 

BAYLOR UNIVERSITY – Sic ‘Em Days / Weekday Visits


Mondays, January 15, March 13, 2006


Friday, March 17, 2006


Information/Registration available at www.baylor.edu/admissions, 

click on “Explore Baylor”, then “Visit Campus”, then “Sic “em”.

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT DALLAS – Engineering and Computer Science Summit


Saturdays, January 21, or February 25, 2006; 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.


Registration/reservation required; call 1-972-883-2341 or sign-up on the web at www.signup.utdallas.edu/summit/ 

MIDWESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY – College Preview Day


Saturday, February 1, 2006, 8:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.


For information and reservations call 940-397-4334 or 1-800-842-1922 

or online http://admissions.mwsu.edu/collegeday.asp 

BAYLOR UNIVERSITY – Baylor Premiere

Winter Premiere – February 4, 2006

Spring Premiere – April 22, 2006


8:15 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.; pre-registration required


Information and registration info at www.baylor.edu/admissions/premiere 

Questions?  Call Admissions Services at 1-800-BAYLOR-U, option 1-1

TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY—SAN MARCOS – Bobcat Days


Saturdays, February 11, April 22, 2006


9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.; no reservations required



Brochure available in office file

Information available at www.admissions.txstate.edu, or call Undergraduate Admission at 512-245-2364 

ANGELO STATE UNIVERSITY – Discover ASU


Saturdays, February 18, 2006; April 1, 2006; 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Register online at http://www.angelo.edu/events/cdays/  or call1-800-9-GO-TO-ASU 

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT SAN ANTONIO – Honors Day


Monday, February 20, 2006, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.


Informational flyer available in office file or 

call 210-458-4106 or e-mail honors@utsa.edu
SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY – Mustang Mondays


Mondays, February 20, and March 27, 2006


For information call 1-800-323-0672 or 1-214-768-2058, or e-mail ugadmission@smu.edu or 

visit their website www.admission.smu.edu/visit 

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT SAN ANTONIO – On-Campus Events


Come 2 Class Day – February 20, 2006, 9:00 a.m. – noon 


Spring Fling – April 1, 2006, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.


For details visit www.utsa.edu/visitor/utsaevents.html 

HARDIN-SIMMONS UNIVERSITY – HSU Preview Days


Winter Preview – Saturday, February 25, 2006


Spring Round-Up – April 28-29, 2006


8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.


Information at www.hsutx.edu/admissions 

WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY – Discover WT


Fridays, March 3, 2006; Monday, April 3, 2006; 10:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.


To register, call 1-800-99-WTAMU or go online at www.wtamu.edu/discoverwt
EAST TEXAS BAPTIST UNIVERSITY – Tiger Day Preview Day


Saturday, March 4, 2006;  8:15 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.


To register call 1-800-804-ETBU or online at www.etbu.edu (click on Future Students, then Visit Us)

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON – Cougar Preview


Saturday, March 4, 2006; 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.


To register call 1-713-743-9595 or online at www.uh.edu/cougarpreview 

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT DALLAS – Scholars Weekend


Friday & Saturday, March 17 & 18, 2006


Registration/reservation required; call 1-972-883-2270 or sign up on the 

web at www.signup.utdallas.edu/scholars/ 

TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY – Texan Tour


Saturday, March 25, 2006


Register by phone at 1-800-687-4878 or online at www.tarleton.edu/~srec 

SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY – “Saturdays @ Sam!” Campus Preview Days


Saturday, March 25, 2006


Information and registration available at www.shsu.edu/saturday 

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE UNIVERSITY – Showcase Saturday


Saturday, March 25, 2006; 1-4 p.m.


For information call 1-936-468-2504 or visit the web at www.sfasu.edu/admissions 

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT TYLER – Patriot Preview Days


Saturday, April 8, 2006; 8:00 a.m. to noon


For information contact Office of Admissions at 1-800-UT TYLER or 903-566-7202 

or visit the web at www.go2uttyler.com/previewday  

Scholarships Available

(Compiled December 12, 2005)
AXA FOUNDATION – AXA Achievement Scholarship

AXA Achievement, in association with U.S. News and World Reports, will award $670,000 in college scholarships to high school seniors who have demonstrated a drive to succeed through their accomplishments in high school.  To qualify, students should be well-rounded, determined to do their personal best and have demonstrated achievement – at a job, sport or extracurricular activity; essentially, these students are achievers – people who will succeed in life because they possess an extra element of grit and determination.  Information and application available at www.axa-achievement.com.  Deadline:  December 15, 2005.

WELLS FARGO BANKS – CollegeSTEPS

The CollegeSTEPS Program Scholarship Sweepstakes can help you get prepared for college.  Once you enroll, you’ll get tips on saving for college, taking standardized tests, searching for scholarships, and more.  Plus you’ll automatically be entered for a chance to win one of 100 $1,000 tuition prizes.  Sign up at www.wellsfargo.com/collegesteps.  Deadline:  none listed, but winners are determined during random drawings on December 30, 2005; January 31, February 28, March 31, April 28, and May 31, 2006.
JOHNSON & WALES  UNIVERSITY – National Outstanding Student Leader of the Year Scholarship

The Center for Leadership Studies at Johnson & Wales University is pleased to announce the Eighth Annual National Outstanding Student Leader of the Year Competition, which recognizes young community leaders of today and tomorrow.  Scholarships range from $500 to full tuition and are renewable for up to four years of full-time, day school study at any of Johnson & Wales University’s campuses in Providence, RI, North Miami, FL, Denver, CO, or Charlotte, NC.  Applicants must submit the official form, along with a resume, essay and high school transcript.  Information and application available online at www.jwu.edu/admiss/scholarships, click on “contests”.  Deadline:  January 5, 2006.

PILOT POINT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE – Outstanding Senior Award

The Pilot Point Chamber of Commerce is accepting applications for the Outstanding Senior Award to be presented during the annual Chamber of Commerce banquet on January 21, 2006.  Application available in office file (copy enclosed).  Receipt Deadline:  January 6, 2006 (NO LATE APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED).   

TEXAS SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS – TSPE Scholarships

The Texas Society of Professional Engineers (TSPE) and its affiliated Texas Engineering Foundation (TEF) will award several scholarships to graduating high school seniors who plan to study to become engineers in an engineering program at an ABET–accredited (Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology) Texas college or university.  Application is available in office file or on the TSPE web site, www.tspe.org.  Deadline:  January 7, 2006.

JOHNSON & WALES UNIVERSITY – National High School Culinary Challenge-Senior Division (formerly the National High School Recipe Contest)

Compete in the 17th Annual National High School Culinary Challenge-Senior Division (formerly known as the National High School Recipe Contest) for a chance to win an $80,000 scholarship, a private cooking lesson with Tyler Florence and a tour of the TV Food Network kitchens. High school seniors from the US are invited to submit a dinner or dessert recipe in one of these categories: Healthful, Family Heritage or Taste of the States. The senior division contest ends with a cook-off for up to 21 finalists at the J&W Charlotte Campus. Entrants do not have to be applicants for admission to Johnson & Wales or enrolled in high school food service/home economics classes.  Information and application available online at www.jwu.edu/admiss/scholarships, and click on “contests”.  Deadline:  January 9, 2006.

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY – TAMU’s Freshman Scholarships

This year, Texas A&M University is happy to provide ONE application for scholarships for incoming freshmen.  This application can be found at http://scholarships.tamu.edu.  Some students may have already received a paper copy by mail.  By utilizing the Freshman Scholarship Application, a single submission makes you eligible to be considered for over 1,800 individual scholarship awards administered by:  The Office of Honors Programs, Academic Scholarships from Colleges and Departments, the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, and the Corps of Cadets (deadlines may vary beyond January 10th), and the Department of Student Financial Aid.  Deadline:  January 10, 2006.  

LOUISIANA TECH UNIVERSITY – Music Scholarship & Entrance Audition Information

If you are interested in pursuing a music degree at Louisiana Tech University, you must audition to be considered for scholarships and admittance into the Department of Music degree programs.  Non-music majors interested in participating in Music Department ensembles must also audition to be considered for ensemble membership and scholarships.  Auditions must be scheduled at least two weeks before the requested date.  Call 318-257-4200 or submit an audition request online:  http://performingarts.latech.edu/music.  Audition requirements may be reviewed at the Department of Music web site or call 318-257-4200.  All applicants are encouraged to apply for admission to Louisiana Tech prior to Dec. 1, 2005 to ensure consideration for academic scholarships, which are determined separately from the music awards.  Audition Dates:  January 14, February 11, or March 25, 2006.  

SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY – Merit Scholarships

SMU views its scholarship programs not as simply monetary awards, but as partnerships with students in developing the next generation of leaders.  SMU’s top university-wide scholarships and programs include:  the President’s Scholars Program, the Nancy Ann and Ray L. Hunt Leadership Scholars Program, Dean’s Scholars, National Merit Scholars, SMU Scholars, and University Scholars.  There also are other merit scholarships based within specific academic disciplines.  Apply to SMU by January 15th, and you will be considered for most of the merit scholarships SMU has to offer; no separate scholarship applications are required unless otherwise noted.  Detailed information available at www.smu.edu/financial_aid/scholar.asp.  Deadline:  January 15, 2006.  

AUSTIN COLLEGE – Academic Scholarships

All applicants for admission to Austin College are automatically reviewed for general academic scholarships with no additional application needed.  General academic scholarships ranging from $2,000-$10,000 per year are awarded to students who have distinguished themselves academically in high school and who demonstrate the potential for continued achievement at Austin College.  As these scholarships are awarded based on the information provided in your application for admission, no special application is required.  A number of other competitive scholarships require special applications, recommendations, and criteria.  Information and application forms may be obtained from the Office of Admission at 903-813-3000 or 1-800-KANGAROO (1-800-526-4276) or from the website www.austincollege.edu, click on “Future Students”, then “Scholarships”.  Deadline:  January 15, 2006 for most; check specific scholarship.

ST. MARY’S UNIVERSITY – Scholarships

Scholarship monies are awarded to students based on academic achievements or other special talents or skills.  St. Mary’s awards the following institutional scholarships to entering undergraduates:  Presidential Scholarship, Honors, Alumni Scholarships, Phi Theta Kapa Scholarships (transfer students).  Not all scholarships awarded by St. Mary’s are based strictly on academic merits.  You may have a talent, athletic ability, or extracurricular interest that St. Mary’s is seeking in students.  Be sure to be comprehensive when listing your talents, interests, and activities on your admissions application.  Academic scholarships are awarded by the Office of Undergraduate Admissions through the admissions process.  Visit www.stmarytx.edu for more information.  Deadline:  Priority—January 15, 2006
STAR-TELEGRAM, DIARIO LA ESTRELLA, NIE & KNIGHT RIDDER, INC. – Minority Scholarships

The Star-Telegram, Diario La Estrella, NIE and Knight Ridder, Inc. are sponsoring a joint local/national scholarship program aimed at minority students interested in pursuing careers in any aspect of newspapering—sales, marketing, production, circulation, news reporting, copy editing design, layout and Web work.  Up to five local finalists will be nominated for the national awards; each of the local finalists will be awarded a $1,000 scholarship from the Star-Telegram and Diario La Estrella.  A total of five national recipients will be selected; each national recipient will receive a scholarship of $40,000, spread over four years, four paid summer internships and a guaranteed year of employment at a Knight Ridder newspaper after graduation. Students must reside in the Star-Telegram home delivery circulation to be eligible.  A completed application along with two letters of recommendation, a transcript of grades, SAT and/or ACT scores, and up to a 750-word essay must be submitted for consideration.  Application available in office file.  Deadline:  January 16, 2006.

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE CHARITIES – RMHC National Scholarship Program

Local Ronald McDonald House Charities (RMHC Chapters, with cupport from RMHC Global, offer scholarships to students from communities who face limited access to aducational and career opportunities.  These scholarships are part of RMHC’s ongoing commitment ot education.  Beginning in Fall 2005, students of all backgrounds are eligible to apply for the RMHC National Scholarship Program; the student must eligible to attend a two- or four-year college with a full course of study.  Completed application, along with transcript, personal statement, letter of recommendation, and parent/guardian IRS Form W2 are required.   Visit www.rmhc.org for details and application.  Deadline:  January 17, 2006.  

MICRON TECHNOLOGY FOUNDATION, INC. – Micron Science and Technology Scholars Program

Up to $253,000 in scholarships will be awarded to high school seniors in Idaho, Utah, Texas, Virginia, and Colorado who have demonstrated excellence in academics and leadership.  Applicants must:  be high school seniors who reside in and attend public or private school in one of the five selected states; have a combined SAT score of at least 1350 or a composite ACT score of at least 30; have an unweighted GPA of at least 3.5 on a 4.0 scale; plan to major in Engineering (Electrical, Computer, Chemical, Mechanical), Computer Science, Physics, Chemistry or Material Sciences at an accredited four-year college or university; and have demonstrated leadership in school, work and/or extracurricular activities.  Brochure/Application may be accessed at www.micron.scholarshipamerica.org.  Deadline:  January 20, 2006.

WAL-MART STORES, INC. – Sam Walton Community Scholarship

The Sam Walton Community Scholarship is a non-renewable $1,000 award for the student’s first year of undergraduate study at an accredited college or university, and is available on-line from November 1, 2005, through January 20, 2005.  Interested graduating high school seniors need to log on at www.walmartfoundation.org for more information.  These students will apply for the Sam Walton Community Scholarship on-line at www.scholarshipadministrators.net.  Applicants must use the access code (SWCS) to complete the application process.  No paper applications are available.  In addition to the online application, students must submit all required information to Scholarship Program Administrators (SPA) as directed on the on-line application by the deadline.  Applications submitted after the deadline or to any other address will not be forwarded and will be considered ineligible.  Deadline:  January 20, 2006.

AMERICAN MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC ACADEMY – Scholarships and Admission Auditions

The American Musical and Dramatic Academy (AMDA) will hold auditions in 34 cities throughout the US and Canada for admission to AMDA and scholarships to attend its conservatory training in New York City or Los Angeles.  Admission to AMDA is competitive.  Students are selected through an audition and application process.  For more information call the AMDA Admissions Office at 1-800-367-7908 or 1-212-787-5300 or visit the website http://www.AMDA.edu.  Deadline:  none listed, but auditions will be held in Dallas, TX on Saturdays, January 21, March 4, and May 20, 2006.

TEXAS STUDENT HOUSING AUTHORITY – TSH Academic Scholarships

The Texas Student Housing Authority offers $2500 per year scholarships for housing in TSH off-campus facilities and are renewable for up to four years to a maximum value of $10,000.  In 2006, TSH intends to offer up to 500 scholarships to graduates in over 1350 Texas High Schools.  Incoming college freshmen may apply for scholarships in Austin, College Station and Denton; upperclassmen may apply from those as well as from Texas State University and Texas Women’s University (TSU and TWU normally do not permit first year students to live off campus).  These academic scholarships reward academic and leadership excellence and are related to financial need.  A completed application form, along with personal statement, official transcript, letters of recommendation, and standardized test scores are required.  Information and application available in office file.  Deadline:  January 31, 2006.

BAYLOR UNIVERSITY – Carr P. Collins Scholars Program

Scholarships are awarded to students who have demonstrated leadership through service.  Applicants must meet all university requirements for unconditional admission; must have a minimum of 1250 SAT or 28 ACT; have completed a balanced college preparatory program including history, science, and a foreign language; be in the top quarter of the graduating class; and be a resident of Texas for at least one year.  Application available online at http://www.baylor.edu/admissions/CarrPCollins.  Deadline:  January 31, 2006.

SOUTHEASTERN OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY – Honors Program

The mission of the program is to enhance the education and cultural experience of academically gifted students in ways that enrich the entire university community.  SOSU’s Honors Program is open to graduating high school seniors whose ACT composite of 25 or SAT of 1130 or higher, from a national test date.  Program participants receive academic scholarships ranging from $6,400 to $31,284 over four years.  Information available online at www.sosu.edu/honor.  Deadline:  January 31, 2006.

SCHOOL OF VISUAL ARTS – Silas H. Rhodes Scholarships

The School of Visual Arts invites applications to the Silas H. Rhodes Scholarship program.  Students seeking admission to a full-time undergraduate program for the fall 2006 are eligible for the award.  Scholarship decisions are based on a review of the applicant’s creative and academic accomplishments.  For information contact the School of Visual Arts by phone 1-800-436-4204, by e-mail admissions@sva.edu, or visit the website www.schoolofvisualarts.edu.  Deadline:  February 1, 2006.

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT SAN ANTONIO – UTSA Presidential Honors Scholarship

The Honors College will offer 20 Presidential Honors Scholarships for fall 2006.  Presidential Honors Scholars will receive a scholarship of $6,000, distributed at $1,500 per year for up to four years. These scholarships are awarded solely on the basis of academic merit.  Applicants must be ranked in the top 20% of their high school class and have an SAT-R of 1150 (V+M) or an ACT of 25; students with an SAT-R of 1250 (V+M) or higher may apply with any rank.  To apply for a UTSA Presidential Honors Scholarship, the student must complete the UTSA Honors College Application for Admission including essay, biographical sketch, recommendation letters, and a high school transcript.  Information and application available online at www.utsa.edu/honors.  Deadline:  February 1, 2006.

COSERV ELECTRIC – W. Tip Hall, Jr. Memorial Scholarship

The W. Tip Hall, Jr. Memorial Scholarship Fund was established by CoServ Electric Cooperative to encourage and support the academic endeavors or graduating high school seniors with an established connection to the electric cooperative, as they seek to further their education in an institution of higher learning in the state of Texas.  The number of scholarships available to be awarded will be determined each year based on the availability of funds and the eligibility of applicants.  Applicants for the scholarship must meet the following requirements:  (1) a high school senior who is a US citizen; (2) the student’s permanent residence is served by CoServ Electric; (3) have minimum of one-year membership with CoServ and be in good standing; (4) scholarship finalists will be asked to interview with a panel of judges prior to final selection; and (5) all required materials must be postmarked no later than February 1, 2006.  Each scholarship is awarded for the amount of $1,000.  Application and 0 scholarship monies.  Complete the scholarship and admission application by the deadline to be considered.  Contact the WTAMU Admissions Office at 1-800-99-WTAMU or on the web at www.wtamu.edu; or for specific information http://www.wtamu.edu/administrative/vpa/em/scholarships/guaranteed.htm).   Deadline:  February 1, 2006.

UNIVESITY OF ARKANSAS – General Scholarships

General scholarship application may be downloaded at http://scholarships.uard.edu.  Scholarships are awarded competitively.  Candidates typically have a minimum of a 3.75 GPA and 28 ACT/1240 SAT; meeting the minimum GPA and ACT/SAT does not guarantee a scholarship.  The strongest candidates routinely exceed listed minimums and demonstrate a clear commitment to an advanced curriculum, achievement/distinction in many other areas, and superior writing skills.  Deadline:  Final deadline—February 1, 2006.

ANGELO STATE UNIVERSITY- Carr Academic Scholarship

Carr Academic Scholarships are awarded on a competitive basis, with priority given to individuals of high academic ability with financial need.  To compete favorably for a Carr Academic Scholarship, high school seniors must:  rank in the top 15% of their class, score a minimum of 1140 SAT or 25 ACT, and have financial need; consideration is given to the following:  academic record, extracurricular activities, honesty and integrity, initiative and motivation, leadership, moral character, and special talents.  Scholarship application materials and information may be obtained by calling Carr Academic Scholarship Program, Financial Aid Office at 1-800-933-6299 or 1-325-942-2246, by e-mail Carr@angelo.edu or on-line at http://www.angelo.edu/services/financial_aid/carr_academic_scholarships.htm.   Deadline:  Priority deadline is February 1, 2006, but applications will be accepted until June 1, 2006, to the extent funds are available.

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE UNIVERSITY – SFA Scholarships

SFA has hundreds of scholarships available to new and returning students. Some scholarships are based on merit, while others have a need-based, as well as merit, criteria. Scholarships requiring audition(s) or tryout(s) are also available. Criteria which may be used to determine recipients include class rank, high school or college GPA, scores on the ACT or SAT, leadership activities, and performance. Scholarship amounts range from $100 - $8,000. Some are renewable based upon academic performance, while others are one-time awards.  Information available at http://www.sfasu.edu/admissions/Scholarshipindex.htm.    Deadline:  February 1, 2006 for most; check application for deadline.

UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS – Non-Resident Tuition Award

The University of Arkansas Non-Resident Tuition Award for entering freshmen pays the out-of-state portion of tuition for qualifying applicants.  Freshmen applicants must meet all requirements in order to be eligible:  Current resident of Louisiana, Kansas, Missouri, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Tennessee, or Texas; high school GPA 3.0 of higher; ACT score of 24 or SAT score of 1090; complete the Applications for Admission and Scholarship by deadline.  The Non-Resident Tuition Award is renewable with completion of 24 hours per academic year and at least a 3.0 cumulative GPA.  Information available at www.uark.edu.  Deadline:  February 1, 2006.

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY – Scholarships

Each year Texas Tech awards millions in scholarship awards.  

Merit scholarships are automatically offered to admitted students meeting the required minimum SAT of 1200 or ACT of 26 and a ranking in the top 10% of their high school class.  

National Merit Scholarships - Texas Tech awards scholarships to students who achieve semi-finalist and finalist status in the NMSQT competition.  Finalists selecting Texas Tech as their school of choice will receive at least $63,500 for undergraduate and graduate studies.  

General Scholarships – Scholarships based on academics, financial need, academic interest and other criteria are awarded based on completion of the Texas Tech General Scholarship application.  The application should be completed online when students apply for admission.  

These scholarships are subject to change due to limited funds.  For more information call 1-806-742-3144 or visit http://www.fina.ttu.edu/soi.asp.  Deadline:  February 1, 2006.

KILGORE COLLEGE – Institutional Scholarships

Kilgore College awards more than 500 scholarships each year from college funds.  These may be based on need, merit or on outstanding talent in a specific area.  Some scholarships, such as the Presidential Scholarship, will pay for all tuition, fees, and books.  Call (903) 983-9211 for an application; additional information available online at www.kilgore.edu/financial_aid.asp.  Deadline:  Presidential scholarship—February 1, 2006; General scholarships—April 1, 2006.
OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY – Academic Scholarships

As an incoming freshman, you may be able to take advantage of the significant number of scholarships OSU offers.  Scholarships are awarded as tuition waivers or cash awards or both, based primarily on academic achievement, potential, and/or leadership activities and community service.  These scholarship opportunities are managed by various OSU administrative and academic offices, the OSU Foundation, and, in some cases, in conjunction with private industry or the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education and the State of Oklahoma.  Information and application available from OSU Office of Scholarships and Financial Aid or on the web at http://www.okstate.edu/finaid/scholarships1.html.  Deadline:  February 1, 2006.

EAST CENTRAL UNIVERSITY – Financial Aid & Scholarships

To receive federally funded/need based financial aid at ECU you must complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA); ECU’s financial aid code is 003154.  From t his report, your eligibility for many financial aid programs including the Pell Grant, the Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant, the Oklahoma Tuition Aid Grant, the Perkins Loan, the Stafford Student Loan, and the College Work-Study Program will be determined.  ECU also offers a number of scholarships based on ACT scores and/or high school GPAs.  For more information call 1-580-310-5243 or visit the website www.ecok.edu; application available in office file.  Deadline:  varies with award, but the earliest is February 1, 2006.

DALLAS MAVERICKS FOUNDATION – Mark Holtz Memorial Sports Broadcast Journalism Scholarship

This year the Dallas Mavericks will award a $2,000 scholarship in memory of Mark Holtz, the Mavericks’ first radio broadcaster.  The scholarship is available to high school seniors who live within a 75-mile radius of Dallas.  Applicants must also begin college during the summer or fall of 2006 and be planning on pursuing a career in Sports Broadcast Journalism.  Applications must include SAT and/or ACT scores, extra-curricular activities, a personal essay, and letters of recommendation.  Application available in office file.  Deadline:  February 3, 2006.  

TEXAS LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY – Pacesetter Award for College Excellence (PACE)

Texas Lutheran University’s PACE, is a premiere scholarship that carries a monetary value up to $14,000 per year.  Students must meet the following criteria to be invited:  acceptance as a TLU student; articulated high school cumulative grade point average of 3.50; and SAT/ACT composite score of 1250/28 or higher, OR rank in top 10% of class with a minimum 1100/24 SAT/ACT composite score.  All qualified applicants are expected to take part in a competitive event on the TLU campus on Sunday, February 19, 2006.  This “Day of Exchange and Excellence” will include an opportunity for each applicant to demonstrate writing skills, interact with faculty and former Pacesetter Scholars, and engage in a personal interview.  Each eligible applicant who participates in the campus event is guaranteed the minimum scholarship amount.  For additional information and/or applications for admission, call 1-800-771-8521, e-mail requests to admissions@tlu.edu, or visit www.tlu.eud.  Deadline:  February 3, 2006.    

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER’S COLLEGE OF MEDICINE – Partnership for Primary Care Program (PPCP)

This program is designed to provide primary care physicians for rural and underserved areas of Texas—areas that are currently disproportionately underserved in terms of primary care physicians.  Through this innovative program, honors-caliber students from rural, medically underserved or health professional shortage areas of Texas who meet scholastic criteria can be admitted to medical school upon entering the undergraduate university at one of seven Texas A&M University System universities.  Upon successfully completing their undergraduate work, they are automatically accepted into medical school.  Additional information and application available in office file.  Deadline:  February 3, 2006.

NATIONAL FFA ORGANIZATION – National FFA Scholarships

Each year the National FFA Organization awards more than a million dollarsin scholarships to members. There are many types of scholarships to fit the many types of FFA members.  Scholarships are given for a wide variety of experiences, career goals and higher education plans. Different awards may be used at colleges, universities and postsecondary agricultural programs.  The scholarships are sponsored by numerous agricultural businesses through the National FFA Foundation, and new scholarships are added every year.  Each scholarship has specific criteria that are defined by the sponsor when the scholarship is established.  Refer to each scholarship description for eligibility specifics.  Criteria that applies to all scholarships is:  U.S. citizenship, current FFA member, high school student or student currently enrolled in college, and full-time student.  Information and application available from FFA advisor, or online at www.ffa.org.  Deadline:  February 15, 2006.

TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY – Tarleton Scholarships

TSU awards a variety of scholarship programs for students who demonstrate specific interests or qualities.  Specific qualifications vary by scholarship.  Application available in office file or online http://www.tarleton.edu/~scholars/application.pdf.  Deadline:  February 15, 2006.

MONSANTO COMPANY & NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FARM BROADCASTERS (NAFB) – Commitment to Agriculture Scholarship Program

One hundred $1,500 one-time awards will be presented.  This scholarship program recognizes deserving students with a long-term career interest in agriculture and rewards them with funding for their college education.  To apply, a student must:  be a high school senior enrolled in the US; have family actively engaged in production agriculture; not have a member of their immediate family employed by Monsanto or be members of the NAFB; have an average to above average academic record; plan to enroll in an accredited two- or four-year college, university, or vocational-technical school, pursuing any field related to agriculture; plan on pursuing a career in agriculture.  Application available at www.monsanto.com or www.nafb.com.  Deadline:  February 15, 2006.

TEXAS A&M INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY – TAMIU Scholarships

TAMIU makes available competitive scholarships to qualified freshmen.  To be eligible, students must meet all entrance requirements and be accepted for admission at TAMIU. Students must enroll for at least 12 hours per long semester, and have an academic record to justify consideration by the selection committee. (i.e., SAT/ACT scores of at least 1,030/22 or be in the top 30% of their class and must have taken THEA and passed all sections).  Students must follow the curriculum prescribed for one of TAMIU's degree programs.  Scholarship information and application available at http://www.tamiu.edu/affairs/financial/scholarships.shtml.  Deadline:  February 15, 2006. 

UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO – UI Scholarships

The University of Idaho provides over $17,000,000 in scholarships each year.  Most scholarships are awarded on the basis of merit, but some may require the results of the FAFSA as well.  New students who wish to be given priority consideration for merit-based scholarships, out-of-state tuition waivers, and the Western Undergraduate Exchange Program (WUE) must have the Application for Admission, which includes the Scholarship Information form, on file in the Admissions Office, along with appropriate transcripts and test scores by the deadline.  Visit www.students.uidaho.edu/finaid for information and scholarship application.  Deadline:  February 15, 2006.

PROM GUIDE( – Prom Guide( Scholarship Opportunity

Prom Guide is now accepting applicants from the graduating class of 2006 for our newest scholarship program, Ambassadors Only. Through this program, one high school senior will be awarded a $1,000 scholarship. Ambassadors Only is designed to collect ideas through a series of online forums. All applicants and their high school senior class will benefit from the ideas generated in these forums.  Registration is done online at www.promguide.com.  There are no fees or required sponsors.  The scholarship program is totally funded by sponsors who are committed to the growth and development of today’s youth.  Deadline:  Ambassadors Only—February 15, 2006.

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR COOPERATIVE EDUCATION - Cooperative Education Scholarship Program

The National Commission for Cooperative Education, on behalf of ten NCCE Partner Colleges and Universities, is pleased to announce and sponsor its Fourth Annual National Co-op Scholarship Program.  As one fo the largest independently sponsored merit co-op scholarship programs in the United States, the National Commission will awrd one hundred thirteen $5,000 merit co-op scholarships for up to a total renewable value of $2,260,000.  These merit co-op scholarships will be awarded to high school seniors and community college transfer students who are planning to participate in college cooperative education.  The ten NCCE Partner Colleges and Universities participating in this year’s program include:  Antioch College, Drexel University, Johnson & Wales University, Kettering University, C.W. Post Campus of Long Island University, Northeastern University, Pace University, Rochester Institute of Technology, University of Cincinnati, and University of Toledo.  Information and scholarship application online at www.co-op.edu.  Deadline:  February 15, 2006.

EDUCATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION – Educational Communications Scholarship

The Foundation provides a minimum of 61 scholarships for outstanding student achievement; must have taken ACT or SAT; basic criteria:  ability (GPA and aptitude test scores); secondary criteria:  activities and financial need.  Application available in office file.  Deadline:  February 24, 2006.

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MUSIC – Undergraduate Auditions

The Texas Tech University School of Music will provide a meaningful audition experience in a low stress situation.  These dates will give prospective students a chance to enjoy campus life, meet ensemble directors, experience university activities, demonstrate your skill, connect with students, and learn about various scholarships.  Undergraduate audition dates will be Saturday, February 25, 2006; and Saturday, March 4, 2006.  Contact the Coordinator of Admissions and Scholarships at the TTU School of Music at 1-806-742-2270, ext. 233 or e-mail admissions.music@ttu.edu.  Deadline:  prior to audition date.  

TEXAS WOMAN’S UNIVERSITY – TWU Scholarships

Scholarships are available from a variety of sources at TWU, including Freshman/Transfer, General Academic, and TWU Academic Departmental Scholarships.  To be considered for scholarships students must meet the following criteria:  submit a completed Scholarship Application by the deadline; have a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or higher for undergraduates; enroll full-time (minimum of 12 hours for undergraduates); and must be admitted to a degree or certificate program at the University; other requirements vary with scholarship.  Information and application available from the TWU Office of Financial Aid at 940-898-3050, via e-mail finaid@twu.edu, or on the Internet www.twu.edu/finaid/.  Deadline:  March 1, 2006.

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AT GALVESTON – Freshman Scholarships

All scholarships awarded from TAMUG are based on the student's admission application information, the Texas Common Application; specific areas considered are: grades, class standing, ACT/SAT scores, and activities.  Apply for admission as soon as possible and be sure to include all extracurricular and leadership activities.  March is the deadline to receive your acceptance letter in order to be considered in the 1st selection group for scholarships for the upcoming academic year.  Information available at www.tamug.edu/finaid/, click on “scholarships”.  Deadline:  varies, but as early as March 1, 2006.

USA FUNDS – USA Funds Access to Education Scholarship Program

This program will assist students in achieving their higher-education goals by awarding a total of up to $3 million in new, renewable scholarships to qualified students who demonstrate financial need, according to the following criteria:  plan to enroll or be enrolled in full- or half-time undergraduate or full-time graduate coursework at an accredited two- or four-year college, university, or vocational/technical school; have an annual adjusted gross family income of $35,000 or less, as documented on a 2005 federal income-tax return on which the applicant is listed as a federal tax exemption; be a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen.  Awards are also based on the following factors:  past academic performance and future potential; leadership and participation in school and community activities; work experience; career and educational aspirations and goals; unusual personal or family circumstances; and applicant appraisal.  Application available online at www.usafunds.org; select “Scholarship Information” from the “Express Links” menu.  Deadline:  March 1, 2006.   

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT ARLINGTON – Undergraduate Scholarships

The University of Texas at Arlington provides a variety of scholarship programs for students who have demonstrated exceptional academic achievement.  In addition to the specific qualifications required for various competitive scholarships awarded by the University, the committee responsible for selection of a given scholarship may consider such factors as leadership, community involvement, and financial need in its selection process.  Upon admission to UTA, eligible students will receive automatic consideration for general academic scholarships administered through the Financial Aid Office.  The number of scholarships awarded varies from year to year.  Not all students who meet the minimum criteria will receive an award.  Students are encouraged to apply early for best scholarship opportunity.  Preference will be given to students admitted by the priority deadline of March 1, 2006.  Information available at www.uta.edu/scholarships.  Deadline:  March 1, 2006. 

CATHOLIC LIFE INSURANCE – All American Scholar Program

Twenty-five non-renewable $1,000 scholarships will be awarded to deserving students.  To be eligible for this scholarship, student must be a Catholic Life Insurance member at the time of application and throughout the scholarship period.  The student applying must be the insured.  Scholarship selections will be based on scholastic achievement, demonstration of leadership qualities and community service.  Application available in office file or may be downloaded at www.cliu.com.  Deadline:  March 1, 2006.

MIDWESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY – Scholarships

MSU awards undergraduate Academic Scholarships in recognition of a student’s academic achievement; special abilities as indicated by the applicant’s academic transcript, entrance exam scores, participation in extracurricular activities, and other criteria as defined by specific scholarship programs.  New students must be accepted for unconditional admission by the printed deadlines to be considered for all awards.  Students should seek information about scholarships, applications, and deadlines through the academic departments, MSU Admissions, and University Donor Services.  MSU Athletic Scholarships are generally awarded based on the student’s athletic ability; information regarding athletic scholarships can be obtained from the Head Coach of the particular sport.  Scholarship recipients may be held responsible for repayment of all scholarship funds awarded if the student’s academic and/or enrollment status changes during the term in which the scholarship is received.  For additional information contact MSU Admissions at 940-397-4334, 800-842-1922, or visit http://admissions.mwsu.edu/scholarships.asp.  Deadline:  March 1, 2006.

TYLER JUNIOR COLLEGE – Scholarship Programs

Scholarships are awarded to students on the basis of academic excellence, leadership in extracurricular school and community activities, and/or financial need.  The dollar value of the scholarship award and its awarding process varies according to the type of scholarship.  There are 5 types of scholarships:  Presidential Scholarships, Dean’s Scholarships, general scholarships, and performance grants.  Information and application is available by calling 1-903-510-2385 or on-line at http://www.tjc.edu/scholarship.  Deadline:  Scholarship priority—March 1, 2006.

SOUTH PLAINS COLLEGE – Scholarship Programs

The scholarship programs which are administered by the South Plains College Foundation are generally awarded on the basis of academic achievement, character, and leadership qualities.  Scholarship programs are classified in one of four categories:  College-wide scholars and awards and scholarships which are open to all qualified students; Program-specific scholarships which are open only to specific major fields of study; Activity scholarships which are open to students enrolled in specific classes; and Nontraditional scholarships which are open to students who are 25 years of age or older.  Information and application available in office file or on the web at www.southplalinscollege.edu/scholarships.  Deadline:  March 1, 2006.
CENTRAL TEXAS COLLEGE – CTC Scholarships

Two types of scholarships are available through Central Texas College. Students must apply separately for scholarships and deadlines differ from Financial Aid deadlines.
CTC Foundation Scholarships: The CTC Foundation has approximately 100 scholarships providing 155 awards to competitively selected students every year.  ONE application will allow a student consideration for ALL of these awards.  Applications are accepted beginning in January for awards available in the fall semester.  For more information, or to view a listing of available scholarships and eligibility criteria, visit www.ctcd.edu and select CTC Foundation.  Deadline:  March 1, 2006.  

The Central Texas College Scholarship Fund: Central Texas College annually awards several two-year scholastic scholarships to qualified high school students.  Scholarship program information may be obtained from the Office of Student Financial Assistance (OSFA).  Deadline:  March 31, 2006.
 

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON – Scholarships

The University of Houston offers academic scholarships for incoming freshmen; 

to be considered for these scholarships, all you need to do is apply for admission to the University of Houston. If you meet the minimum requirements for these scholarships and have a completed Admissions file, you will automatically be considered and notified in writing. Scholarships will be awarded as long as funds are available.  The majority of scholarships that are awarded by the University of Houston are awarded through the individual colleges.  Visit http://www.uh.edu/enroll/sfa/scholarships.html for more information and applications.  Deadline:  April 1, 2006.

SOUTHWEST TEXAS JUNIOR COLLEGE – Scholarships & Financial Aid

The Financial Aid office at Southwest Texas Junior College assists students in applying and receiving financial aid. The amount and type of aid, depends on the established financial need and to some extent, the availability of funds.  Financial assistance at Southwest Texas Junior College includes loans, grants, scholarships and work-study.  Eligibility for Scholarships is based on academic achievement, financial need, and other criteria.  Consult the SWTJC catalog for specific information.  More information available at www.swtjc.edu.  Deadline:  April 1, 2006.

FRANK PHILLIPS COLLEGE – Scholarships

Frank Phillips College provides numerous scholarship opportunities to assist students in their academic pursuits.  Scholarships can vary significantly in the eligibility criteria some are merit based and others are need based.  You only need to complete one application to apply for all FPC scholarships.  For information contact the FPC Office of Student Services at (806) 274-5311, ext 721 or visit www.fpc.cc.tx.us, (click on “Prospective Students”, then “Financial Aid”, then “Scholarships”).  Deadline:  April 1, 2006.

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY – COMMERCE – Various Scholarships

TAMU-Commerce offers a number of scholarships.  Freshman students are automatically considered for the Blue & Gold, Academic Excellence, and Presidential Scholarships, based on admissions entrance exam scores (ACT/SAT) and admission to TAMU-Commerce.  Departmental and Institutional Endowed Scholarships are also available; additional application must be completed to be considered.  Information and application online at www.tamu-commerce.edu/scholarship/.  Deadline:  April 11, 2006.

HORSEMAN’S ASSOCIATION OF TEXOMA – HAT Higher Education Scholarship

The Horseman’s Association of Texoma is offering a $500 higher education scholarship award to a 2006 graduating senior in the Texoma area who is actively involved in equine activities.  Information and application may be downloaded and printed from the “Youth Programs” area on the website www.hat-texoma.org.  Deadline:  April 12, 2006.

AMERICAN FIRE SPRINKLER ASSOCIATION – National Scholarship Contest

The AFSA National Scholarship Contest is open to high school seniors in the United States who plan to further their education at a college/university or certified trade school in the United States. The scholarship is not based on financial need. Relatives of AFSA staff or board members may not enter.  A total of $20,000 is awarded.  Four (4) winners will receive a scholarship of $5,000 each.  Only one $5,000 scholarship will be awarded to any single individual from this contest.  The scholarship is paid directly to the educational institution in the student’s account to be used for tuition and/or books and may be used over a period not to exceed four (4) years.  All applicants must read the "Fire Sprinkler Essay" (on the website, approximately 3000 words) about automatic fire sprinklers and take a ten-question multiple-choice test. This is an open-book test and you may print out the paper beforehand for reference during testing. For each question answered correctly, students will receive one (1) entry into a drawing for one of four $5,000 scholarships. For each question answered incorrectly, you will be given one more chance at the end of the exam to answer those questions correctly.  A total of ten (10) entries into the drawing is possible.  Students are allowed only one opportunity to take the online test.  Applications will only be accepted online through the AFSA scholarship web site, www.afsascholarship.org.  Student must provide all information requested to be able to submit his/her entry.  Entries will be accepted from 12:00 p.m. (noon) CDT September 1, 2005 until 12:00 p.m. (noon) CDT April 12, 2006.  Deadline:  April 12, 2006.

NORTH CENTRAL TEXAS COLLEGE – NCTC Scholarships

NCTC has one application for general NCTC foundation and departmental scholarships.  Application available from the Financial Aid Department and NCTC Foundation Office, or online at http://www.nctc.edu/Forms/02_scholarshipapp.htm.  The Foundation will try to match the student with a scholarship.  Each scholarship has its own requirements.  Amounts of the scholarships vary.  Deadline:  April 15, 2006.

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE UNIVERSITY – Department of Theatre Scholarship Auditions and Interviews

The SFASU Department of Theatre will hold scholarship auditions and interviews at locations and dates given on the flyer available in office file.  Information to bring to the interview/audition is also listed on the flyer.  Deadline:  none listed, but last day to interview/audition is April 24, 2006.

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT TYLER –Scholarships

Scholarships offered at The University of Texas at Tyler are designed to attract and retain outstanding degree seeking students. To be considered, students must be accepted for admission to UT Tyler and submit an application for scholarship on-line for the appropriate academic year.  It is recommended that all scholarship applicants complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), as many of the scholarship opportunities consider financial need.  Awards of academic scholarships are based primarily on predictors of academic success, such as high school class rank, standardized test scores and prior college grades.  Additional consideration will be given to leadership qualities, financial need, socioeconomic background and status as a first generation college student.  New freshmen who are accepted for admission and confirm their intention to enroll prior to May 1st will be considered for an academic scholarship. Scholarship funds are limited and are awarded on a first-come first-served basis. Information and application available online at http://www.uttyler.edu/scholarship/.  Deadline:  May 1, 2006.

AL’S FORMAL WEAR - Salute to Education Scholarship Program

Al’s Formal Wear and Ascot Tuxedos will award $2,500 scholarships to graduating high school seniors.  Applications and details are available September 30, 2005 through May 5, 2006, at all Al’s Formal Wear locations.  For the store nearest your call 940-730-4-TUX.  Deadline:  May 5, 2006.  

SUNTRUST – Off to College Scholarship Sweepstakes

High school seniors can win a $1,000 scholarship for first year expenses at an accredited college or private career school, plus a $250 SunTrust Gift Card. One winner will be chosen every two weeks from October 31, 2005, through May 12, 2006. Winner's school of attendance will also receive $1,000. Students can begin registering September 15, 2005, and the first drawing will be held on October 31, 2005.   It's FREE to enter and eligibility is not based on GPA or financial need.   For complete details, visit www.offtocollege.info or www.suntrusteducation.com.  Deadline:  May 12, 2006.

PETERSON’S – Get a Jump! Scholarship

Thomson Peterson’s is a leading provider of education information and advice, with books and online resources focusing on education search, test preparation, and financial aid.  Its website, www.petersons.com, offers searchable databases and interactive tools for contacting educational institutions, online practice tests and instruction, and planning tools for securing financial aid.  Thomson Peterson’s serves 110 million education consumers annually.  Register online at www.petersons.com/gaj/scholarship for a chance to win a $5,000 Get a Jump! Scholarship.  Deadline:  May 16, 2006.

COLLIN COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT – Foundation Scholarships

The Collin County Community College District Foundation, Inc. was established in 1987. Since its formation, literally thousands of students have received Foundation scholarships.  A selection committee will match applicant qualifications to criteria for all of the scholarships offered by the CCCCD Foundation.  Application, including essay, must be submitted online at http://foundation.ccccd.org/scholarships.html; deadline is the last Friday in May.  Deadline:  May 26, 2006.

LON MORRIS COLLEGE – Scholarships & Grants

Various scholarships and grants are available at Lon Morris College.  Eligibility requirements vary with award/scholarship.  For detailed information on scholarship requirements and financial value, contact the Office of Financial Aid at 1-903-589-4000.  Information and application available in office file or online at www.lonmorris.edu.  Deadline:  June 1, 2006.

HOBSON’S – CollegeView.com Scholarship

CollegeView.com offers the latest and greatest college search information available at your fingertips, free of charge.  Included is up-to-date information on colleges and universities, an easy-to-use college search feature, and information on a variety of careers and majors.  CollegeView.com awards one $1,000 scholarship each month, and to be eligible to win, you must be registered on the site; in addition to scholarships, there are also other contests to win gaming systems, gift certificates, and more.  For information and to register, visit www.CollegeView.com.  Deadline:  none listed.  

TEXAS LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY – Various Scholarships

A number of scholarships and forms of financial aid are available to students who attend Texas Lutheran University; awards include academic distinction scholarships, performance awards, participation awards, grants, and need-based financial aid.  Students must be accepted to TLU in order to be considered for a scholarship; student must enroll full-time in order to receive and renew the award.  Contact the TLU Office of Financial Aid at 1-800-771-8521 for more information or visit the TLU website, www.tlu.edu.  Deadline:  none listed; varies with award.

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT DALLAS – Academic Excellence Scholarships

All freshmen that are admitted to the university for the fall semester are automatically considered for scholarship awards.  Important factors in the selection of scholarship recipients include SAT or ACT scores, class rank, GPA, and success in Honors or Advanced Placement course work.  In addition, positive weight may be given to the following factors:  achievements in work experience, community service, extracurricular activities (leadership), surmounting obstacles to the further pursuit of higher education, socioeconomic background, and status as a first-generation college student.  Informational booklet available in office file or contact AES Coordinator at 1-972-883-6309 or e-mail aes@utdallas.edu.  Deadline:  awards will be made on a monthly basis until all the available scholarships have been allocated. 

ECAMPUSTOURS.COM  - Scholarship 

eCampusTours.com puts college in perspective with 360-degree views of over 1,000 different schools all in one eye-popping website!  A free national scholarship search helps students scope out potential scholarships from an extensive database.  AND students can register online at www.eCampusTours.com to win one of ten $1,000 scholarships awarded annually by Edfinancial Services.  Deadline:  none listed.

CULINARY INSTITUTE OF AMERICA – Need-Based Grants and Scholarships

Grants and scholarships from the CIA can be based on financial need or a combination of financial need and merit.  To be considered, file a FAFSA.  When awarding need-based grant and/or scholarship aid, the CIA gives priority to those who will receive the Federal Subsidized Stafford Loan, the Federal Unsubsidized Stafford Loan, or the Federal PLUS Loan.  In most instances, a GPA of 3.0 or better is expected in order for the grant or scholarship to be continued in subsequent years.  Merit-based scholarships awarded by the CIA include:  High-Impact Leaders Scholarships, National Student Organization Scholarships, Cream of the Crop Scholarship, Recipe Contests at the CIA, ALANA Student Scholarships, MFK Fisher Scholarship, the CIA’s Alumni Referral Scholarship, and others that may be available.  As an applicant for admission to the CIA, you will be evaluated for aid individually, based on financial need, academic merit, and available funds.  Information and application online at www.ciachef.edu.  Deadline:  none listed, but apply early.

EAST TEXAS BAPTIST UNIVERSITY – Various Scholarships

ETBU offers numerous scholarships that have various qualifying criteria.  All scholarship funds are limited and awarded on a first come-first serve basis.  For additional information and ETBU financial aid forms call 1-800-804-ETBU or visit the web at www.etbu.edu (select future students, then financial aid, then forms).  Deadline:  varies with award.

PARIS JUNIOR COLLEGE – PJC Scholarships

PJC offers an extensive range of scholarship programs that provide opportunities for students entering any academic or technical program at the college.  More than 300 scholarships are awarded annually through the PJC Memorial Foundation Scholarship Fund.  In addition, there are special departmental scholarships, and many organizations in the Paris area award scholarships each year.  The criteria for selecting scholarship recipients may includes, but is not limited to:  academic achievement, major area of study, element of need, service to the community, and leadership.  These scholarships are available each year, and students should make inquiries at least six months in advance of enrollment into PJC.  Students interested in applying for a specific institutional scholarship should contact the Admissions/Financial Office for detailed information or visit www.parisjc.edu for the on-line application.  Deadline:  none listed.

HARDIN-SIMMONS UNIVERSITY – Various Scholarships

Hardin-Simmons University offers a number of generous scholarships to reward students for academic achievement, volunteer work and commitment of faith.  Amounts and requirements vary with award.  For information call 1-800-568-2692, e-mail enroll@hsutx.edu, or online http://www.hsutx.edu/admissions/finaid/.   Deadline:  none listed.

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS – UNT Scholarships

Most scholarships for entering freshmen at UNT are administered by the Student Financial Aid and Scholarship Office.  UNT provides a limited number of renewable scholarships awarded on a first-come, first-served basis to students who are in the top 10 percent of their high school graduating class and score at least 1200 on the SAT or 27 on the ACT:  

UNT Meritorious Scholarship for National Merit Finalists – full scholarship available to National Merit Finalists who designate UNT as their university of choice; renewable up to three additional years with a 3.25 GPA; to apply, complete special application available to National Merit Finalists and UNT admission application; 

Board of Regents Excellence Scholarship - $4000 per year available to entering freshmen in the top 10 percent of their high school graduating class who score at least 1400 on the SAT; no scholarship application necessary; apply for admission to UNT; 

Board of Regents Scholarship - $2500 per year available to entering freshmen in the top 10 percent of their high school graduating class who score at least 1300 on the SAT; renewable up to three additional years with a 3.25 GPA; no scholarship application necessary; apply to UNT admission; 

Board of Regents Chancellor’s Scholarship - $1500 per year available to entering freshmen in the top 10 percent of their high school graduating class who score at least 1250 on the SAT; renewable up to three additional years with a 3.25 GPA; no scholarship application necessary; apply for UNT admission; 

Board of Regents President’s Scholarship - $1000 per year available to entering freshmen in the top 10 percent of their high school graduating class who score at least 1200 on the SAT; renewable up to three additional years with a 3.25 GPA; no scholarship application necessary; apply for UNT admission;

UNT Texas Transfer Scholarship - $1000 per year available to transfer students from a Texas community college with 45 credit hours and at least a 3.0 GPA; renewable for one year with a 3.0 GPA; no scholarship application necessary; apply for UNT admission; 

General scholarship awards – One-year scholarships worth $1000-$2500; complete general scholarship application available at www.unt.edu/finaid; 

Specialized scholarship awards – One-year scholarships worth $1000-$2500; complete general scholarship application at www.unt.edu/finaid.  

For current information on financial aid and scholarship processes, visit www.unt.edu/finaid.  Deadline:  varies with award.

DEVRY –Scholarships

The Dean’s and Presidential Scholarships are awarded to high school seniors on a first-come, first-served basis, with a limited amount of funds awarded each year.  Applicants with qualifying SAT/ACT scores are eligible to compete for tuition awards.  For more information call DeVry at 1-800-73-DEVRY or visit the web at www.devry.edu/scholarships.  Deadline:  none listed, but apply early. 

CISCO JUNIOR COLLEGE – Activity / Academic Scholarships

Activity Grants and Scholarships are awarded to eligible students in the following activities and programs at the Cisco campus:  Fine Arts – band, choir, drama, women’s drill team; Athletics – cheerleading, men’s baseball, men/women’s rodeo, women’s basketball, women’s soccer, women’s softball, women’s volley ball, football; and Scholastics – departmental and Rockwell Scholarship based on high school academic record and application.  For full information regarding an activity, contact the appropriate activity director, coach, or Office of Financial Aid at CJC.  More information is available at http://www.cisco.cc.tx.us/financial_aid.html.   Deadline:  none listed.  

DAVID J. EWING SCHOLARSHIP FUND – Ewing Scholarship

The University of North Texas Foundation manages the account and the UNT scholarship committee will award scholarships to qualified full-time undergraduate students who have lost a parent during that parent’s working years and need financial assistance to attend college.  The recipient of a Ewing Scholarship may choose to attend any accredited institution of higher education in the United States.  Students may reapply annually for the scholarship, however recipients cannot receive an award for more than four years (eight semesters).  Brochure available in office file.  For additional information contact Dr. Suzanne LaBrecque, by phone 940-565-2550, fax 940-565-4438, e-mail labreque@unt.edu, or on the web http://www.unt.edu/vpaa/ewingscholarship.  Deadline:  none listed, but make contact as soon as possible.

FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION

Financial Aid Questions to ask Colleges

Understanding the financial aid process can e hard and you may not know where to turn for answers.  The financial aid officers at colleges and universities you’re applying to there to help.  Following are some questions the Associated Colleges of the Midwest suggests families ask:

1. What kind of financial assistance does the college offer:  need-based, merit-based or both?

2. Can the college provide an early estimate of what our financial aid award might be?

3. What forms are needed in order to apply?

4. When are financial aid applications due?

5. What costs for a student are taken into account by the financial aid office?  Tuition, room, board, transportation?  What about additional expenses such as books, fees, computers and personal expenses?

6. What is included in the comprehensive fee?  For example, do students have to pay extra for computer time or to attend campus events (concerts, plays, films, lectures, athletics events, etc.)?

7. When will we be notified about the amount of assistance we can expect?

8. Does the institution have an appeal process to review special circumstances?

9. Is there a commitment for financial assistance beyond the first year?

10. How and when do we apply for financial assistance after the first year?

11. What if we do not qualify for need-based aid?  Are there alternative financing options available?

12. What grants, loans and work-study opportunities does the college offer?  Are there any we might be eligible for?

13. What is the average student loan indebtedness of the college’s graduates?

14. Is there a restriction to the length of time that financial assistance will continue?

15. How long does it typically take a student to graduate from this college?  Four years?  Longer?

16. What impact do scholarships from outside sources have on other financial aid?

17. Can we apply financial aid toward an off-campus study program, either in the U.S. or another country?

18. What happens if our family’s financial situation changes substantially during the school year?

19. Are there payment options available, such as monthly or quarterly?

Financial Aid Options:

As college gets closer, so does the reality of paying for that education.  Many financing options are available.  Here are some reminders of those opportunities.  Remember that completing the FAFSA is always the first step in getting financial assistance.

· Grants:  Grants are funds awarded on the basis of financial need, and they do not have to be repaid.

· Scholarships:  Scholarships are also funds awarded that do not have to be repaid.  Scholarships may be awarded based on many different factors (financial need, academic merit, athletic or musical talents, etc.).

· Work-study programs:  The federal work-study program provides jobs for students.  The rate of pay will be at least the federal minimum wage.  Most students work 10-20 hours per week.  Work-study jobs can be on-campus or off-campus.  

· Loans:  A college’s financial aid office administers low interest loans.  In most cases, payment can be deferred until after graduation.  There are a variety of federal loans available based on a student’s financial need and eligibility.

You should read all financial aid material provided by your prospective colleges.  Also check out the helpful financial aid web sites listed below.  Prepare for college now and be knowledgeable about the many ways to help you pay for your college education.  

College Information & Financial Aid on the Web / Internet sites with helpful information

There are a number of good college information and financial aid resources on the World Wide Web.  It is quick and simple to access general financial aid information, links to relevant Web sites, loan information, employment and career information, advice, scholarship search services, interactive worksheets, forms, and free expected family contribution (EFC) calculators.  Web sites of individual colleges provide more school-specific financial aid information. The following list of Internet databases (listed alphabetically) has been compiled from multiple workshops and sources and may be helpful with college and financial aid/scholarship information.  Please feel free to use them for assistance.

www.absolutelyscholarships.com
www.achieve.com
www.adventuresineducation.org – information on applying for financial aid, managing money, and repaying student loans

www.aflcio.ord/familyfunresources/collegecosts/ - union-sponsored scholarships and financial aid information.

www.allstudentloans.org - learn the difffernce between grants, federal and private loans and scholarships

www.americorps.org – AmeriCorps

www.anycollege.net
www.attheu.com
www.campustours.com
www.cashe.com
www.cityyear.org – City Year

www.clas.ufl.edu/CLAS/american-universities.html – search tool to find website addresses of four-year colleges and universities

www.college.edu (an entire book of college information web sites)

www.collegeanswer.com - this site from student loan lender Sallie Mae offers a free scholarship search and advice on a financial aid calculator

www.collegeboard.com – College Board Online provides a wealth of information, such as a glossary of financial aid terms; bibliography of financial aid books; financial planning and borrowing tips and tools for students and parents; financial aid interactive calculators; and FUND FINDER (the College Board’s database of more than 3,000 sources of scholarships, internships, contests, and loans)

www.collegexpress.com - 

www.collegefortexans.com - comprehensive site that helps Texas students prepare for, apply, and finance a college education

www.collegeispossible.com
www.collegenet.com
www.collegequest.com
www.college-scholarships.com
www.collegeview.com
www.costep.org - learn what you should be doing about student loans as a junior and senior in high school

www.degreesearch.com and www.jobtrainingsearch.com – search thousands of technical and trade schools, junior colleges, four year colleges and universities to find colleges that offer the job training or degree program you want to study

www.devry.edu
www.ecola.org
www.ed.gov/ - the Student Financial Assistance Information, Department of Education page takes you to some of the major publications on student aid, including the latest edition of the Student Guide. 

www.ed.gov/DirectLoan – Direct Loans

www.ed.gov/finaid.html
www.ed.gov/inits/hope (Hope Scholarship & Lifetime Learning Credit information)

www.ed.gov/prog_info/SFA/StudentGuide
www.ed.gov/Programs/easistate.html – Resources by State

www.ed.gov/studentaid
www.educaid.com - learn how to save for college and what to do if your savings won’t cover tuition

www.embark.com
www.essayedge.com – free access to pages and pages of admissions tips, free access to over 100 sample successful college application essays, and first look at the upcoming free, interactive application essay online course

www.fafsa.ed.gov – Free Application for Federal Student Aid

www.fastweb.com – a highly popular, customized financial and college admissions search 

www.finaid.org - the best overall resource for student financial aid information; sponsored by the National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators, it includes a comprehensive alphabetical index of all financial aid resources on the Web. 

www.freshinfo.com
www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/edcams/scholarship – Project Scholarship Scam

www.InsideEdgeNewsletter.com – information on scholarships, contests, “ask Karen” Q&A, special help for parents; plus expert tips and advice on:  admissions, athletic recruitment, choosing a college, academics, financial aid, selecting a major, SAT/ACT and Exams, scholarships, and college life

www.istudentloan.com
www.jobcorps.org – Hope/Lifetime Learning Credit

www.kaplan.com
www.mapping-your-future.org
www.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/cc/ - search tool to find the website addresses of community colleges

www.mit.edu:8001/people/cdemello/univ.html (links to college home pages)

www.nacac.com
www.nasfaa.org – financial aid tips for students, parents, and counselors

www.ne-epc.com/aid.htm
www.nextstepmag.com - register here to win a $5,000 scholarship online and a monthly prize giveaway

www.pellgrantsonline.ed.gov – Pell Grants

www.petersons.com – scholarship search and other resources

www.plato.org
www.rams.com/srn/execsrch.htm
www.salliemae.com - Sallie Mae’s Online Scholarship Service offers free access to the College Aid Sources for Higher Education (CASHE) database.  Contains listing of numerous private sector awards from more than 36,000 sponsors.  CASHE is a free financial aid service on the Internet containing thousands of private scholarships, grants, tuition waivers, internships, fellowships, and loans.  Any student, undergraduate through post-doctorate, can use CASHE.  Student information is kept confidential and never sold or rented to others. 

www.scholarships.com  

www.scholarshipexperts.com
www.sciencewise.com
www.srnexpress.com/execsrch.htm – SRN Express, a free web version of the Scholarship Resource Network (SRN) database.  Focuses on portable, private-sector, non-need-based aid.  The award listing here contains more detailed information than most scholarship databases and scholarship listing books

www.studentaid.ed.gov - the federal student aid site has detailed college-planning timelines, access to online version of the FAFSA, and all kinds of tips for borrowing money (and paying it back)

www.supercollege.com - online scholarship database

www.texasmentor.org - online guide to the private college of Texas

www.texastomorrowfund.com – provides information on the Texas prepaid higher education tuition program

www.tgslc.org - Texas Guaranteed Student Loan Corporation

www.thecb.state.tx.us
www.twc.state.tx.us –information on educational and training opportunities offered by the Texas Workforce Commission

www.upromise.com - get money for college when you buy specific brands

www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/home.htm
www.window.state.tx.us/scholars/mspmain.html – the on-line version of the Compendium of Texas Colleges and Financial Aid Calendar for High School Seniors presented through courtesy of The Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation of San Antonio; this site contains a list of colleges and universities in the state of Texas, admission requirements, total expenses for an academic year, financial aid data and related information, helpful hints to the college bound, together with a calendar of various scholarship deadlines arranged by months.  A printed version is available for checkout from the counselor’s office.

www.wiredscholar.com
To find out more about yourself and the careers that suit you:

www.acinet.org
www.assessment.com
www.birkman.com
www.bls.gov
www.bls.gov/ocohome.htm
www.careerpathsonline.com
www.enc.org/KE-Intelligences.html
www.itsworking.org
www.jobshadow.org
www.makingitcount.com
www.monster.com
www.myfuture.com
www.platinumrule.com
www.review.com
www.self-directed-search.com
www.stats.bls.gov
www.uhs.berkley.edu/students/careerlibrary/links/careerme.htm
www.umanitoba.ca/counselling/careers.html
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