Pilot Point High School

Summer Reading Assignment 2011
11th Grade – English IIIAP
Your assignment is to read Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood, a classic work of creative non-fiction.  

As you read, you may wish to annotate (in the book) and highlight in order to help you keep track of plot, characters, and the development of arguments.  When you come to class on the first day of school, you should be very familiar with those elements of the book as we will begin immediately.  On that first day, have your book and a large (200+) spiral notebook with you.  Do not forget those items as they will be taken as a homework grade.
 In addition, answer the following questions in well-crafted, typed paragraphs.   Provide an appropriate MLA heading and double space your lines.  I will expect you to turn these questions in on the first day of school. These questions will count as a test grade.  After we work with them, you will revise your responses and turn them in for another test grade.

We will test over the book sometime during the first week of class. 
If you have any questions this summer, feel free to e-mail me at cherrmann@pilotpointisd.com.  
Note:  Any page numbers refer to the Vintage edition of the book.  If you have a different edition, you may wish to borrow a friend’s book to make it a bit easier to find the referenced passages.

PART I:  The Last to See Them Alive

1. How does Capote use the resources of language to characterize the Clutters and their farm as well as his view of Holcomb, Kansas?

2. The final section ends with Dick at his family’s home.  How does Capote use imagery and irony to heighten the effect of the previous description of the discovery of the murder?

PART II:  Persons Unknown
3. What is the purpose of including the article from the Kansas City Star and Perry’s immediate reaction to it?  (89)

4. What is the effect of the parallel stories of the fictitious murder of the Black man and Dick’s habit of running down dogs? (112)
PART III:  Answer
5. What is function of the interview and narrative of Mrs. Johnson?  (180-187)
6. Read carefully the section beginning, “The cider-tart odor. . .”.  What is Capote’s attitude in that section and how does he establish that tone? (206)
PART IV:  The Corner

7. How does Capote develop and reveal his attitude in the description of the prison on pages 309 and 310?

8. The last scene (at the cemetery), is the only one in the book not based on real events.  Why do you think Capote felt the need to invent it?  What is the effect of including that scene rather than ending the book with the executions?
