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Working Toward Academic Success

The faculty and staff at Pilot Point High School want all students to be successful.  As the school year moves along, watch your teenager tackle the rigors of the high school curriculum.  For some teens, the classes may go very smoothly at all times, but occasionally you may see your child struggle with some concepts or course work.  As teens get older, they may be less likely to tell you about their academic frustrations or ask you for help.  What can a parent do?  

Unlike when the child was in elementary or middle school, you may be able to offer less academic assistance.  Some teens are resistant to your help and sometimes the curriculum is unfamiliar to you.  Your best assistance may come from your ability to help him or her to use resources available.  First and foremost, there's always the teacher. If your child is experiencing difficulty in a class, encourage him/her to seek help during tutorial time.  In addition to morning or afternoon tutoring, the teacher can supply study hints or strategies for the course.  When students and teachers meet on a regular basis, they also develop a closer working relationship that may help your teen become more comfortable in asking for help.  Encourage your teen to go in early, not to wait until there is major academic trouble.  Additionally, you can offer to help.  You can call out vocabulary words, proof English papers, and look up items in a textbook.  Also, in working with your child you’re more aware of the curriculum demands, and you demonstrate a concern and interest in your child’s progress.  Giving of your time (if you offer is accepted!) is always a strong indication to your teen that you care.  Be supportive of your teenagers and offer help as needed.  

I would also suggest that you contact the teacher to see how you as a parent can help your child.  You may contact the teacher by calling 940-686-2189 and leaving a message on their voice mail or by sending an e-mail.

AP Exam Registration is coming!

The 2007 AP Bulletin for Students and Parents, along with a registration form for AP exams, is being mailed home to all students who are enrolled in at least one Advanced Placement (AP) course.  Please read through these materials carefully.  If your student plans to take any AP exam, the AP registration form and $15 deposit per exam must be returned by Tuesday, March 6, 2007.  The remaining balance must be paid by Friday, March 30, 2007.

Course Selections for 2007-2008

The Course Selection request process for the 2007-2008 school year will take place during the next few weeks; we will be meeting with all students to present information and distribute materials.  Please read all the materials that come home and discuss the selections with your student.  The choices made during the selection process will determine your student’s schedule for the next school and how our campus is staffed for the coming year.  Failure to return the course selection request form with the appropriate signatures by the deadline listed on the form will result in courses being assigned by the campus administration.  

TAKS Tests

The Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) tests will be given this spring to all students in grades 9, 10, and 11.  To be eligible to receive a Texas high school diploma, students must pass the Exit level TAKS tests given during the junior year in English Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies.  

FEBRUARY Test Schedule:  (begins 8:10 a.m. each day)

Feb. 20  (Tues)
TAKS Grade 9 Reading



TAKS Grade 10 English/Language Arts



TAKS Grade 11 English/Language Arts



TAKS Exit Level English/Lang. Arts RETEST



TAKS-I Grade 11 English/Language Arts



SDAA-II Grade 10 English/Language Arts



SDAA-II Grade 10 Writing

Feb. 21 (Wed)
TAKS Exit Level Mathematics RETEST



SDAA-II Grades 9 & 10 Reading (level 9 only)

Feb. 22 (Thurs)
TAKS Exit Level Science RETEST

Feb. 23 (Fri)
TAKS Exit Level Social Studies RETEST


APRIL Test Schedule:  (begins 8:10 a.m. each day)

April 16  (Mon)
TAKS LAT Grade 10 Mathematics

April 17  (Tues)
TAKS Grade 10 Mathematics



TAKS Exit Level English/Lang. Arts RETEST



TAKS LAT Grade 10 English/Lang. Arts (part1)



SDAA-II Grades 9 & 10 Mathematics

April 18  (Wed)
TAKS Grade 11 Mathematics



TAKS Exit Level Mathematics RETEST



TAKS-I Grade 11 Mathematics



TAKS LAT Grade 10 English/Lang. Arts (part2)



SDAA-II Grades 9 & 10 Reading (levels K-8)

April 19  (Thurs)
TAKS Grade 9 Mathematics



TAKS Grade 10 Science



TAKS Grade 11 Science



TAKS Exit Level Science RETEST



TAKS-I Grades 10 & 11 Science

April 20  (Fri)
TAKS Grade 10 Social Studies



TAKS Grade 11 Social Studies



TAKS Exit Level Social Studies RETEST



TAKS-I Grades 10 & 11 Social Studies

Clarification:

Exit Level TAKS RETEST – For any Senior who has not mastered all four sections of the Exit Level TAKS Test (including any new Senior student who has moved to Texas) will take the section(s) not previously passed during the February administration.

TAKS-I, SDAA-II, and LDAA – For students receiving special education services for whom TAKS is not an appropriate assessment; must be determined by the ARD committee.

Attendance Information

To receive credit in a class, a student must be enrolled and attend 90% of the days the class is offered.  All too often, students lose class credit because of poor attendance.  When a student is absent from school, the parent is requested to notify the school by 9:00 a.m. (940-686-2189, ext. 221).  This will help Mrs. DelBosque, the attendance clerk, with posting attendance for the day.  When a student returns to school, a note, signed by a parent or doctor/dentist, that describes the reason for the absence is required (note must be presented within 3 school days).  

Research shows that children who are in school most of the time do better on state tests.  Studies also show that kids who are absent more often score lower on state tests.  Being late for class hurts a child’s learning.  A student who is 10 minutes late to class everyday will miss 30 hours of instruction in a year.  Children can copy notes or make up an assignment, but their can never get back what’s most important:  the discussions, the questions, the explanations by the teacher and the thinking that makes learning come alive.  Your child’s success in school depends on having a solid educational background—one that can only be gained through regular school attendance.  Schools are responsible for teaching your child.  But schools can’t do their job if your child is absent.  Learning builds day by day.  A child who misses a day of school misses a day of learning.  Stress to your teen that school is their work; attendance is important!

College Entrance Exams

The tests primarily used for admission to college are the SAT and the ACT.  The tests are used along with your high school record to evaluate your level of academic knowledge.  Although some colleges consider your high school grades and class rank, this criteria is subjective, meaning that schools and teachers vary.  The SAT and ACT, however, are standardized.  Colleges can compare your scores with 2 million students using the same criteria.  Paper registration bulletins may be picked up from the high school office, or you may register on the web at www.collegeboard.com (for SAT) or www.actstudent.org (for ACT).

Texas Higher Education Assessment (THEA) Test

As part of the Texas Success Initiative, the Texas Higher Education Assessment (THEA) Test is used by Texas institutions of higher education as an assessment instrument for entering students.  The THEA Test provides the diagnostic data required by this legislation and ensures that students have the academic skills to perform effectively in college.  You may register for the six regularly-scheduled Saturday test dates for the THEA on the internet at www.thea.nesinc.com.  Paper registration bulletins are available in the office.  The THEA Test must be taken before enrolling in any college-level coursework at any two- or four-year public college or university in Texas.  For information about THEA exemptions, you may contact the testing office at the college or university you plan to attend or check their website.

Sophomore and Juniors—If you are interested in enrolling in dual-credit coursework (courses that count for high school and college credit) for the 2007-08 academic year, you must be exempt based on SAT or ACT criteria OR present passing scores on the THEA test.  Exemption scores or THEA scores must be received by June 1, 2007!  So, if you need to take the THEA, you need to sign up soon!  

For Your Information:

*If your student would like to receive information from a specific college, university, technical school, or military branch, please have them stop by the College and Career Center in room 100; we have some information on hand and if we don’t have what they need, it can be requested from the school and have it mailed to your home.

*For college-bound students, registration information is available for ACT at www.act.org, SAT at www.collegeboard.com, THEA at www.thea.nesinc.com, and the NCAA Clearinghouse at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net; paper versions are available in the high school office and the college and career center.

*If you have questions, call the high school office for more information
Texas A&M University Signs Transfer Partnership with Nine Community Colleges

In one of his last remaining acts as Texas A&M University president, Robert M. Gates signed an agreement with officials from nine Texas community colleges that will form a new transfer partnership.  

"I am excited to be part of this partnership that will give students at the participating community colleges a greater opportunity to complete their degrees as Texas Aggies," Gates said. "The objective is to help meet the needs of Texas' transfer students as well as helping these community colleges and Texas A&M serve the people of the state effectively and efficiently."

The program is set to begin in the spring of 2007 and includes Blinn College's four campuses in Bryan, Brenham, Schulenburg, and Sealy; Collin County Community College District; Del Mar College in Corpus Christi; Richland College in Dallas; Northeast Campus, Tarrant County College District in Fort Worth; Central Campus of the San Jacinto College District in Pasadena; South Texas College in McAllen; and two colleges in San Antonio--Palo Alto and San Antonio.

Under the new partnership agreement, students attending these nine community colleges who complete 24 hours with a 3.0 grade-point average will be guaranteed transfer admission to Texas A&M in a specified degree plan for Texas A&M's Colleges of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Education and Human Development, Engineering, Geosciences, or Science, or for Texas A&M University at Galveston.

Saying that this program is the first of its kind, Gates explained it builds on the success of two existing programs – the Blinn TEAM program and the Regional Prospective Student Centers. 

Blinn TEAM, now in its fifth year, guarantees admission to Blinn students who complete a minimum of 60 hours – 45 at Blinn and 15 at Texas A&M – and maintain a 3.0 grade-point-average. Gates said that over the past five years, 75 percent of participating students have successfully made this transition.

Texas A&M’s Prospective Student Centers are located in eight regions in Texas and provide admissions and financial aid counseling to prospective Texas A&M students and their families. As part of the agreement, personnel at the Regional Prospective Student Centers will help facilitate the new program. Located in proximity to the community college sites, the centers’ admissions and financial aid counselors will visit the colleges to provide information and advising services to interested students.


Under the new partnership agreement, students attending these nine community colleges who complete 24 hours with a 3.0 grade-point average will be guaranteed transfer admission to Texas A&M in a specified degree plan for Texas A&M’s Colleges of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Education and Human Development, Engineering, Geosciences, or Science, or for Texas A&M University at Galveston.

 
“We are excited about this opportunity to formalize this program with several of our key community college partners,” said Mark Weichold, dean of undergraduate programs and associate provost for academic services.  “We believe this initiative promises to be a tremendous avenue for helping students transfer to Texas A&M to complete their upper level coursework and degrees.”

 
For more information about the program, contact Scott McDonald, director of admissions at Texas A&M, at smcdonald@oar.tamu.edu or 979.458.0509.
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Destination College at Collin County College: Important Dates

Destination College: A Parent Workshop will be held Thursday, February 8, 2007, 6-8:30 p.m., at the SCC Conference Center.  This workshop serves as a compass for parents of college-bound students. Discover academic expectations, demystify the admissions process, translate the language of higher education and explore financial resources and planning for Collin and universities. Please confirm your reservation by noon, Monday, February 5 by calling 972.377.1750 or 972.881.5770 or emailing compass@ccccd.edu.

Princeton Review SAT Strategy Workshop presented by the Princeton Review will be held Thursday, February 15, 2007, 6:30-8:30 p.m., at the Collin College Preston Ridge Campus Event Center.  This session will provide information on SAT test strategies. This workshop will assist in preparation for those students taking the SAT in March.  Recommended for students in grades 11 - 12. RSVP at www.princetonreview.com (Click on SAT, click on in-person link).

Financial Aid Seminar: The basics of FAFSA in Spanish will be held Wednesday, February 21, 2007, 7-8:30 p.m., at the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center. A financial aid presenter will explain the details and process of FAFSA, the federal form for financial aid and other resources in Spanish. Recommended for parents and students in grade 12. RSVP to jcollins@ccccd.edu.

Texas A&M University at Galveston Sea Aggie Preview - TAMUG invites high school juniors and seniors to spend Thursday night on the TAMUG campus on Pelican Island and on Friday attend classes, explore their programs and campus life.  Experience special activities, Aggie traditions and tours of the Training Ship TEXAS CLIPPER II.  Students interested in the Corps of Cadets may “Spend the Night with the Corps”.  Spring Preview is February 22-23, 2007; check in between 5-7 p.m. on Thursday and ends by 4 p.m. on Friday.  Registration and $25 fee required.  Informational flyer with registration form available in opportunity file in room 100.  Deadline:  February 15, 2007.

Student Leaders of Tomorrow (SLOT) Conference – The freshmen students of Texas A&M University’s MSC Aggie Leaders of Tomorrow (A LOT) have planned an exciting weekend event at TAMU for high school juniors and seniors from across the nation.  The SLOT Conference is unique in that it is primarily produced by college freshmen who are dedicated to helping others cultivate their own individual leadership potential; the SLOT conference is designed to enhance necessary traits of leadership and personal development.  This year’s conference theme is “Leadership is no Gamble; It’s Always a Success”, and will be held February 16-18, 2007.  For information and application, visit http://SLOT.tamu.edu.  Applications will be accepted on-line, on a first come, first serve basis; only 300 slots available; fee is $90 (includes all meals, t-shirt, room & board, and all leadership experiences).  Deadline:  none listed; submit application asap.

Aggieland Saturday - Aggieland Saturday will be held Saturday, February 17, 2007, from 9:00 - 3:00 p.m. on the campus of Texas A&M University in College Station, Texas.  Aggieland Saturday helps prospective students and their families discover the opportunities available at Texas A&M University. Visitors will learn about admissions, financial aid and scholarships, student activities and organizations, and academic departments through interactive and informational sessions held throughout campus.  Aggieland Saturday is a self-guided tour so visitors can receive the information most relevant to their interests.  Visit http://www.tamu.edu/aggiesaturday/ for more information and registration. 

Youth Leadership Academy – The 2007 Annual Youth Leadership Academy (co-sponsored with LULAC) will be offered on the following dates (all are Saturdays): February 17, March 24, and April 14, 2007.  All meetings will be 10 a.m. - 2 p,m. and will be held at the Spring Creek Campus, Plano.  The YLA is open to students in grades 9-12. There will be interactive sessions and activities related to the development of leadership skills and self-confidence, exploration of careers, and making college a part of your life plans.  Students may email yla@ccccd.edu or call Marcy Wilson at 972.377.1594 for information.

Veterinary Enrichment Camps – Texas A&M University College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences will be holding their annual 

Veterinary Enrichment Camps in the month of July, 2007.  This special summer program is for high school students who have an interest in science, mathematics, and veterinary medicine.  The three-day program will give participants the opportunity to explore the possibilities of veterinary medicine as a career.  Participants will live in air-conditioned University dormitories, attend special classes, and discover the broad diversity of career opportunities available to graduates with a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree.  Students are eligible to participate in the Veterinary Enrichment Camp the summer immediately after the completion of your sophomore or junior year in high school.  An interest in exploring career opportunities in the field of veterinary medicine is required; each applicant should have one of the following experiences completed:  have 24 work or service hours under the supervision of a veterinarian in a clinical or research setting, OR IF and ONLY IF, your local veterinary does not hire minors or allow minors to shadow, have 48 service hours of formalized animal experience including service in FFA, 4-H, a working (income generating) farm/ranch, a kennel, an animal shelter, raising show animals or other.  Eligible students' applications will receive a random number and are eligible for a drawing to be held to determine participants.  Information, application requirements, and application materials can be found at www.cvm.tamu.edu/bims/camp.shtml.  Deadline:  February 27, 2007.

Elder & Leemaur Publishers – University Writing Scholarship is a program for high school juniors and seniors across North America.  The UWS is designed to continue the development of young authors and bring awareness of the employment opportunities in the field of writing.  Elder and Leemaur Publishers awards $10,000 in scholarships each calendar year, with the average value of $1,00 given to students that demonstrate the ability to formulate a well-structured, convincing argument on topics of academic interest.  Specific details regarding the 4 scholarship opportunities are available at www.elpublishers.com/content/downloads.php.  Deadlines:  March 1, 2007; July 1, 2007; September 30, 2007.
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Texas Academy of Mathematics and Science (TAMS) – The Texas Academy of Mathematics and Science (TAMS) is a unique residential program for high school-aged Texas students who are high achievers and interested in mathematics and science. While living in McConnell Hall, students in this two-year program complete a rigorous academic curriculum of college coursework at the University of North Texas (UNT). Instruction is by regular university faculty. There are no high school courses taught, but students enjoy many of the activities of high school and the company of age mates who are intellectual peers.  High school sophomores who have demonstrated excellent academic performance, with particular interest and promise in science and mathematics may apply.  Applicants must take the SAT (scores must be competitive with those of Texas college-bound seniors planning math, science, or engineering majors); they must also complete Algebra I, Algebra II, and geometry by the end of 10th grade.   For more information, call TAMS at 1-800-241-TAMS, or visit the website www.tams.unt.edu.  The best way to learn about the program is attend a Preview Day.  On Preview Days, prospects and their families can examine the academy, student life issues, and the admissions process. Friendly Ambassadors will be on hand to entertain guests at lunch and on guided tours of the campus and residence hall.  Preview Day will be held on Saturday, March 3, 2007.  Interviews are by invitation only.  Deadline:  March 2, 2007.
Economics for Leaders Program – the Foundation for Teaching Economics (FTE) is accepting applications for the 2007 Economics for Leaders (EFL) program; program dates and locations vary.  The program is open to high school juniors, and is designed to help students develop:  an appreciation for different leadership styles, an understanding of how economic reasoning is integral to decision-making, and an economics way of thinking about public policy choices.  Lodging, meals, and materials are paid for by the FTE.  Students who are accepted into the program will be financially responsible for transportation to and from the program site, incidental spending money, and a $125 program fee.  Apply online at www.fte.org/students/efl.  Deadline:  March 2, 2007.

Rise and Shine at UT –Saturday, March 3, 2007.  Rise and Shine is a morning program for high school juniors who are ready to get a head start on college.  During the program you’ll have the opportunity to speak directly with counselors from the Office of Admissions, tour the campus, and visit residence halls.  The event is free, but space is limited, so preregister beginning in early January at http://bealonghorn.utexas.edu/meetus/events/riseandshine/index.html.  

The Barbara Jordan Historical Essay Competition – The University of Texas at Austin is sponsoring the competition that will award $5,000 in college scholarships; additional regional awards will be presented.  All high school students are eligible to compete by entering a winning essay on the topic, “The African American in Texas:  Past and Present.”  For information and entry materials visit the website www.utexas.edu/world/barbarajordan/, or contact the competition coordinator at 1-512-232-7599 or by e-mail deb_duval@mail.utexas.edu.  Deadline:  March 5, 2007.

The Ayn Rand Institute’s Essay Contests – The Ayn Rand Institute is offering over $57,000 in prize money for their 2006 essay contests.  9th and 10th grade essay contest is on Rand’s novelette Anthem; 11th and 12th grade essay contest in on Rand’s novel The Fountainhead.  Contest information available online at www.aynrand.org/contest; essay must be submitted online.  Deadline:  9th & 10th grade – March 20, 2007; 11th & 12th grade – April 25, 2007.

United States Naval Academy – Summer Seminar 2007 – The United States Naval Academy Summer Seminar (June 2-7, June 9-14, June 16-21) offers the opportunity for rising high school seniors to visit the Naval Academy for one week during the summer.  Students will experience all aspects of the naval Academy including the academic program, physical training, and midshipman life.  Navy and Marine Corps officers will present exciting opportunities available to those who choose a career of Naval Service.  Midshipmen lead Summer Seminar in conjunction with active duty Navy and Marine Corps officers.  Apply online after February 1, 2007 at www.usna.edu/Admissions, click on “Summer Seminar”.  Deadline:  April 1, 2007.

United States Military Academy’s Summer Leaders Seminar 2007 – The United States Military Academy will host two sessions of the 32nd Annual Summer Leaders Seminar in June 2007.  The first session is scheduled for June 2-8 and the second session is June 9-15.  The Summer Leaders Seminar provides outstanding high school juniors the opportunity to gain a better understanding of the academic, physical and leadership development programs at a service academy that feature small classes, a caring faculty, professional career preparation, and a foundation for future graduate study.  Eleventh graders who meet the following guidelines will be invited:  are in the top fifth of their high school class; are pursuing a college preparatory curriculum; have strong PSAT scores; and have demonstrated leadership potential by participation, election/selection to office, and honors earned in extracurricular and organized athletic activities.  About 400 students will attend each of the sessions.  The cost is $325, excluding transportation costs to and from West Point.  Students may request a brochure http://forms.admissions.usma.edu/AL by entering his or her name and mailing address; to apply for the Summer Leaders Seminar student should visit http://admissions.usma.edu and fill out the application form on-line prior to the deadline.  Students are offered admission to the Summer Leaders Seminar on a rolling basis, so return application as soon as possible.  Deadline:  April 1, 2007, but return as soon as possible.

Scholastic, Inc. Scholarship Contest – Open to students currently enrolled in grades 11 and 12.  Over $35,000 in college scholarships will be awarded in Scholastic’s Essay competition.  Essays will be judged on creativity, clear content, logical thought process, and proper use of language.  Topic is included in informational flyer in office file or online at www.scholastic.com/collegesuccess, click on “scholarship contest”.  Deadline:  April 11, 2007.

University of North Texas – Animal Assisted Therapy Training is sponsored by the Center for Animal Assisted Therapy at the University of North Texas for persons interested in working with a pet either professionally or as a volunteer to provide services for persons in need.  You do not need to have a pet to take these trainings.  Onsite workshops (April 14, 2007) or home study programs available.  For information visit http://www.coe.unt.edu/cdhe/aat.  
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2006 Holocaust Remembrance Project – The Holocaust Remembrance Project is sponsored by the Holland & Knight Charitable Foundation and serves as a living memorial to the millions of innocent victims of the Holocaust.  The Project is a national essay contest for high school students designed to encourage and promote the study of the Holocaust. Students responding to this year’s writing contests should study the Holocaust and then, in an essay of no more than 1,200 words:  (a) analyze why it is so vital that the remembrance, history and lessons of the Holocaust be passed to a new generation; and (b) suggest what they, as students, can do to combat and prevent prejudice, discrimination ad violence in our world today.  Winning students can win all-expense-paid trips to Washington, D.C. on July 15-20, 2007, and scholarships from $1,000 to $5,000. Information and entry form available at www.holocaust.hklaw.com, click on “essay contest”.    Deadline:  April 30, 2007.

Harvard Summer School – Harvard University Secondary Summer School program, offered June 23-August 17, 2007, will offer high school sophomores, juniors, and seniors an extraordinary chance to sample college. Students take college classes taught by fine instructors, meet other students from around the world, and take part in social, recreational, and college preparatory activities: a college fair, trips to other colleges, intramural athletics, dances, a trivia bowl, music groups, and a talent show.  Fee required.  Information/Application available at www.ssp.harvard.edu.  Deadline:  June 4, 2007.    

Aquatic Sciences Adventure Camps – The Edwards Aquifer Research and Data Center will sponsor Aquatic Sciences Adventure Camps for the summer of 2007.  Eight one-week coed resident camp sessions and two, 2-day non-resident coed sessions are offered.  The camp curriculum involves a combination of educational and recreational activities. The educational activities involve aquatic biology and water chemistry activities. They include collecting of plankton from ponds on the university campus, collecting of aquatic invertebrates from the San Marcos River or Sessom Creek, microscope labs, a glass-bottom boat ride, educational displays and a tour of a wetland at Aquarena Center, conducting tests for physical and chemical properties of water and a lesson in scuba and snorkeling. Recreational activities include swimming and tubing in the San Marcos River, cave tours, swimming in a spring-fed swimming pool at Landa Park in New Braunfels, a raft trip on the Guadalupe River and a trip to Sea World.  Students and teachers stay in a dormitory on the Texas state university campus. Meals are eaten in the dining hall at Texas State University and in local restaurants.  All activities are supervised by staff of Texas State University and by certified teachers; scuba diving techniques are taught by certified diving instructors.  Enrollment is on a first-come-first-served basis and is limited to 26 students per session; fee required.  For additional information and camp dates, visit www.eardc.txstate.edu/camp.html. 

Johnson & Wales University – ACCESS, A College Career Experience for Secondary School Students, allows students who will be high school seniors in the fall of 2007 to simultaneously complete their high school requirements while earning college credit at Johnson & Wales University.  The program allows you take college courses in business, culinary arts, hospitality, technology or teacher education while simultaneously completing your high school senior year requirements.  Information available at www.jwu.edu, select admissions, then HS junior.  Deadline:  none listed.

Operation Enterprise  - The American Management Association, the world’s leading membership-based management development organization, is now accepting applications for Operation Enterprise, an eight-day residential summer program.  If you are a high school student (aged 16–18) or a college student, Operation Enterprise has exciting programs for you. Operation Enterprise will fast-forward you into the future and prepare you for the demanding challenges ahead.  In our programs for high school and college students, which are recommended for three semester hours of undergraduate credit by the American Council on Education, delegates from across the country and around the world experience this premier management and leadership development program.  All Operation Enterprise delegates return to their schools, companies and communities equipped with career insights and the essential tools for business success: sound management, valuable principles, responsible leadership and effective communication.  Additional information and application may be found at www.amanet.org/oe; dates and locations vary; fee required.  

US Flight Academy – The U.S. Flight Academy's mission is to produce the safest and most proficient pilots in the industry.  USFA provides quality service and the latest equipment to maximize the experience of flight.  Thinking of a career as a pilot?  If you've ever pictured yourself at the controls of a jet flying for the airlines, or perhaps in the cockpit of a Learjet flying for a major corporation, USFA can give you the professional training it takes to get your career started.   And, they can also give you significant advantages to jump-starting your aviation career in the military.  Perhaps the best way for you to evaluate what USFA have to offer is to take advantage of their special $59 Discovery Flight in one of their 2002 Piper Warriors.  Each Discovery Flight includes:  ground instruction, pre-flight inspection instruction, flight instruction and aircraft rental for a 45 minute flight, and post-flight debriefing and questions.  Contact USFA today for more information and start the experience of your lifetime!  USFA is located at the Denton Municipal Airport.  Call toll free at 866 383-2400 or visit www.usaflightacademy.com.  

EnterpreneurU.org – DECA, through a collaborative effort with the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, has launched a new project designed to connect high school students to college entrepreneurship programs and to increase the number of students pursuing entrepreneurship education beyond high school.  The first phase of the project included the development of a website, www.entrepreneurU.org.  This web site provides students, parents, and schools with a searchable database of college entrepreneurship programs.  The intent is to bridge the gap between high school students interested in becoming entrepreneurs and post-secondary institutions that have viable entrepreneurship education options; in addition the web site features teacher resources, student resources, and scholarship opportunities.
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