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Working Toward Academic Success

The faculty and staff at Pilot Point High School want all students to be successful.  If your child is experiencing difficulty in a class, encourage him/her to seek help during morning or afternoon tutoring.  Encourage your teen to go in early, not to wait until there is major academic trouble.  I would also suggest that you contact the teacher to see how you as a parent can help your child.  You may contact the teacher by calling 940-686-2189 and leaving a message on their voice mail or by sending an e-mail.

Attendance Information

To receive credit in a class, a student must be enrolled and attend 90% of the days the class is offered.  All too often, students lose class credit because of poor attendance.  When a student is absent from school, the parent is requested to notify the school by 9:00 a.m. (940-686-2189, ext. 221).  This will help Ms. Luna, the attendance clerk, with posting attendance for the day.  When a student returns to school, a note, signed by a parent or doctor/dentist, that describes the reason for the absence is required (note must be presented within 3 school days).  A child who misses a day of school misses a day of learning.  

AP Exam Registration is underway!

The 2006 AP Bulletin for Students and Parents, along with a registration form for AP exams, have been mailed home to all students who are enrolled in at least one Advanced Placement (AP) course.  Please read through these materials carefully.  If your student plans to take any AP exam, the AP registration form and $15 deposit per exam must be returned by Monday, March 6, 2006.  The remaining balance must be paid by Friday, March 31, 2006.

Course Selections for 2006-2007

The Course Selection request process for the 2006-2007 school year will begin later this month; I will be meeting with all students during their English class to present information and distribute materials.  Please read all the materials that come home and discuss the selections with your student.  The choices made during the selection process will determine your student’s schedule for the next school and how our campus is staffed for the coming year.  Failure to return the course selection request form with the appropriate signatures by the deadline listed on the form will result in courses being assigned by the campus administration.  

Selective Service Information

This is a reminder of the legal requirement that all young men must register with the Selective Service when they turn 18.  The Selective Service now has on-line registration at www.sss.gov.  If you do not have access to the Internet, you may register at any U.S. Post Office.  Failure to register can make you ineligible for federal student grants or loans for college, job training benefits, and many state and federal jobs.

TAKS Tests
The Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) tests will be given this spring to all students in grades 9, 10, and 11.  Ninth and tenth grade test results will be used, as required by law, to schedule students' coursework for the next year; eleventh grade students must pass the Exit level TAKS tests in English Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies to be eligible to receive a Texas high school diploma.

FEBRUARY Test Schedule:  (begins 8:10 a.m. each day)

Feb. 21  (Tues)
TAKS Grade 9 Reading



TAKS Grade 10 English/Language Arts



TAKS Grade 11 English/Language Arts



TAKS Exit Level English/Lang. Arts RETEST



TAKS-I Grade 11 English/Language Arts



SDAA-II Grade 10 English/Language Arts



SDAA-II Grade 10 Writing

Feb. 22 (Wed)
TAKS Exit Level Mathematics RETEST



SDAA-II Grades 9 & 10 Reading (level 9 only)

Feb. 23 (Thurs)
TAKS Exit Level Science RETEST

Feb. 24 (Fri)
TAKS Exit Level Social Studies RETEST


APRIL Test Schedule:  (begins 8:10 a.m. each day)

April 18  (Tues)
TAKS Grade 10 Mathematics



TAKS Exit Level English/Lang. Arts RETEST



SDAA-II Grades 9 & 10 Mathematics

April 19  (Wed)
TAKS Grade 11 Mathematics



TAKS Exit Level Mathematics RETEST



TAKS-I Grade 11 Mathematics



SDAA-II Grades 9 & 10 Reading (levels K-8)

April 20  (Thurs)
TAKS Grade 9 Mathematics



TAKS Grade 10 Science



TAKS Grade 11 Science



TAKS Exit Level Science RETEST



TAKS-I Grades 10 & 11 Science

April 21  (Fri)
TAKS Grade 10 Social Studies



TAKS Grade 11 Social Studies



TAKS Exit Level Social Studies RETEST



TAKS-I Grades 10 & 11 Social Studies

Clarification:

Exit Level TAKS RETEST – For any Senior who has not mastered all four sections of the Exit Level TAKS Test (including any new Senior student who has moved to Texas) will take the section(s) not previously passed during the February administration.

TAKS-I, SDAA-II, and LDAA – For students receiving special education services for whom TAKS is not an appropriate assessment; must be determined by the ARD committee.

 Texas Higher Education Assessment (THEA) Test 

As part of the Texas Success Initiative, the Texas Higher Education Assessment (THEA) Test is used by Texas institutions of higher education as an assessment instrument for entering students.  The THEA Test provides the diagnostic data required by this legislation and ensures that students have the academic skills to perform effectively in college.  You may register for the six regularly-scheduled Saturday test dates for the THEA on the internet at www.thea.nesinc.com.  Paper registration bulletins are available in the office.  The THEA Test must be taken before enrolling in any college-level coursework at any two- or four-year public college or university in Texas.  For information about THEA exemptions, you may contact the testing office at the college or university you plan to attend or check their website.

Sophomore and Juniors—If you are interested in enrolling in dual-credit coursework (courses that count for high school and college credit) for the 2006-07 academic year, you must be exempt based on SAT, ACT, or Exit Level TAKS criteria OR present passing scores on the THEA test.  Exemption scores or THEA scores must be received by May 1, 2006!  So, if you need to take the THEA, you need to sign up soon!  SEE THE FLYER ENCLOSED FOR DATES/TIMES.

College Entrance Exams

The tests primarily used for admission to college are the SAT and the ACT.  The tests are used along with your high school record to evaluate your level of academic knowledge.  Although some colleges consider your high school grades and class rank, this criteria is subjective, meaning that schools and teachers vary.  The SAT and ACT, however, are standardized.  Colleges can compare your scores with 2 million students using the same criteria.  Paper registration bulletins may be picked up from the high school office, or you may register on the web at www.collegeboard.com (for SAT) or www.actstudent.org (for ACT).

Commencement Date Set

Mark your calendars—Commencement will be held on Friday, May 26, 2006, at 7:00 p.m., at Denton Bible Church.  Please encourage your senior to “do the work” so that they will be eligible to participate in this important milestone in their life.

NCAA Clearinghouse Information

The NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse has implemented online registration for prospective student-athletes.  To register, prospective student-athletes should access the registration materials by visiting the clearinghouse web site at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.  From the home page, the prospect should click on “Prospective Student-Athletes,” which will link you to the necessary information.  It is extremely important that prospective student-athletes read the “Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete” carefully and understand the NCAA initial-eligibility requirements.  

For Your Information:

*If your student would like to receive information from a specific college, university, technical school, or military branch, please have them stop by the counselor’s office; I have some information on hand and if I don’t have what they need, it can be requested from the school and have it mailed to your home.

*For college-bound students, registration information is available for ACT at www.act.org, SAT at www.collegeboard.com, THEA at www.thea.nesinc.com, and the NCAA Clearinghouse at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net; paper versions are available in the high school office.

*If you have questions, call the high school office for more information.

OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS IN GRADE 9-12

Preview SFA – Stephen F. Austin State University is hosting a series of programs to provide you with the essential information needed to fully explore educational opportunities available at SFA.  During Preview SFA, representatives will address academic majors, admissions and orientation, financial aid and scholarships, housing, student activities, and much more.  Area programs will be held Saturday, February 18, 1-3 p.m. at the Arlington Hilton, 2401 E. Lamar Blvd, Arlington, and Sunday, February 19, 1-3 p.m., at Southfork Ranch, 3700 Hogge Road, Parker.  For other information and to RSVP, contact SFA at 1-936-468-2504, e-mail admissions@sfasu.edu, or online at www.gosfa.com.  

The National Guard’s Lewis and Clark Youth Rendezvous - Students who will be high school juniors or seniors by August 2006 are eligible to participate in the National Guard’s Youth Rendezvous essay contest. Ten students from each state and territory will be involved in this once-in-a-lifetime experience, and earn an all-expenses-paid trip to North Dakota August 13-18, 2006.  Students need to write a Lewis and Clark focused-essay in order to be a state finalist.  Through multiple activities and events, selected students will follow the Lewis and Clark trail, experience American Indian culture of yesterday and discover military history firsthand.  The hands-on activities and events will take place throughout western North Dakota. The adventure will showcase daily activities of the original Lewis and Clark expedition that will create a unique educational opportunity.  The Lewis and Clark-focused essay needs to address the following question:  "In your opinion, what military value most describes the Lewis and Clark Corps of Discovery journey and why?”  (Military values are outlined on the website below.)  The essay must be a minimum of 1,000 words, but not more than 1,500 words, and may be submitted online or by mail.  To submit an essay or learn more about planned events, activities and essay contest rules, go to www.lcyouthrendezvous.com.  Deadline:  essay must be received by midnight Feb. 28, 2006.

Texas Academy of Mathematics and Science (TAMS) – The Texas Academy of Mathematics and Science (TAMS) is a unique residential program for high school-aged Texas students who are high achievers and interested in mathematics and science. While living in McConnell Hall, students in this two-year program complete a rigorous academic curriculum of college coursework at the University of North Texas (UNT). Instruction is by regular university faculty. There are no high school courses taught, but students enjoy many of the activities of high school and the company of age mates who are intellectual peers.  High school sophomores who have demonstrated excellent academic performance, with particular interest and promise in science and mathematics may apply.  Applicants must take the SAT (scores must be competitive with those of Texas college-bound seniors planning math, science, or engineering majors); they must also complete Algebra I, Algebra II, and geometry by the end of 10th grade.   For more information, call TAMS at 1-800-241-TAMS, or visit the website www.tams.unt.edu, where the application is posted.  Preview day is Friday, March 3, 2006.   Deadline:  Final deadline—March 1, 2006.

Rise and Shine at UT –Saturday, March 4, 2006.  Rise and Shine is a morning program for high school juniors who are ready to get a head start on college.  During the program you’ll have the opportunity to speak directly with counselors from the Office of Admissions, tour the campus, and visit residence halls.  The event is free, but space is limited, so preregister at http://bealonghorn.utexas.edu/freshmen.  

Explore UT – On March 4, 2006, the University of Texas at Austin along with the UT College of Pharmacy will fling open their doors for the biggest open house in the State of Texas.  During the Pharmacy Odyssey’s Science Safari on March 4, students will discover the many career opportunities available with a degree in pharmacy; the day includes learning about the benefits and hazards of herbal medications, the art of compounding products, understanding the impact of illicit drugs, and exploring the hazards of counterfeit drugs.  Additional events will be held across campus throughout the day; for more information and a complete schedule of activities, visit www.utexas.edu/events/exploreut.  

The Barbara Jordan Historical Essay Competition – The University of Texas at Austin is sponsoring the competition that will award $5,000 in college scholarships; additional regional awards will be presented.  All high school students are eligible to compete by entering a winning essay on the topic, “The African American in Texas:  Past and Present.”  For information and entry materials visit the website www.utexas.edu/world/barbarajordan; or contact the competition coordinator at 1-512-232-7599 or by e-mail deb_duval@mail.utexas.edu.  Deadline:  March 6, 2006.

USA WEEKEND Songwriting Contest  - USA WEEKEND’s Songwriting Contest for Teens is open to anyone 13-18 years old who is a full-time student in grades 7-12.  To enter, you need to write original lyrics that reflect the theme “Come Together”; your song can’t be longer than 125 words, including the title.  Contest rules and award information available online at www.usaweekend.com.  Deadline:  March 9, 2006.

Scholastic, Inc. Scholarship Contest – Open to students currently enrolled in grades 11 and 12.  Over $35,000 in college scholarships will be awarded in Scholastic’s Essay competition.  Essays will be judged on creativity, clear content, logical thought process, and proper use of language.  Topic is included in informational flyer in office file or online at www.scholastic.com/collegesuccess.  Deadline:  March 10, 2006.

The Ayn Rand Institute’s Essay Contests – The Ayn Rand Institute is offering over $57,000 in prize money for their 2006 essay contests.  9th/10th grade essay contest is on Rand’s novelette Anthem; 11th/12th grade essay contest in on Rand’s novel The Fountainhead.  Contest information available online at www.aynrand.org/contest; essay must be submitted online.  Deadline:  9th & 10th grade – March 20, 2006; 11th & 12th grade – April 25, 2006.

United States Military Academy’s Summer Leaders Seminar 2006 – The United States Military Academy will host two sessions of the 31st Annual Summer Leaders Seminar in June 2006.  The first session is scheduled for June 3-9 and the second session is June 10-16.  The Summer Leaders Seminar provides outstanding high school juniors the opportunity to gain a better understanding of the academic, physical and leadership development programs at a service academy that feature small classes, a caring faculty, professional career preparation, and a foundation for future graduate study.  Eleventh graders who meet the following guidelines will be invited:  are in the top fifth of their high school class; are pursuing a college preparatory curriculum; have strong PSAT scores; and have demonstrated leadership potential by participation, election/selection to office, and honors earned in extracurricular and organized athletic activities.  About 400 students will attend each of the sessions.  The cost is $325, excluding transportation costs to and from West Point.  Students may request an application on-line at http://forms.admissions.usma.edu/AL by entering his or her name and mailing address.  Applications will be mailed to students in January and should be returned no later than April 1, 2006; students are offered admission to the Summer Leaders Seminar on a rolling basis, so return application as soon as possible.  Deadline:  April 1, 2006, but return as soon as possible.

United States Naval Academy – Summer Seminar 2006 – The United States Naval Academy Summer Seminar (June 3-8, June 10-15, June 17-22) offers the opportunity for high school students about to enter their senior year to visit the Naval Academy for one week during the summer.  Students will experience all aspects of the naval Academy including the academic program, physical training, and midshipman life.  Navy and Marine Corps officers will present exciting opportunities available to those who choose a career of Naval Service.  Midshipmen lead Summer Seminar in conjunction with active duty Navy and Marine Corps officers.  Apply after February 1, 2006 at www.usna.edu/Admissions.  Deadline:  April 1, 2006.

TAMU College of Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences Open House – The students, staff, and faculty of Texas A&M University College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences present their 13th Annual Open House on Saturday, April 8, 2006.  Expected activities and exhibits include:  teddy bear surgery, petting zoo, exotic animal room, agility and frisbee dogs, mounted and K-9 search and rescue, aquatic treadmill, miniature horses, picture with Reveille, Round Rock K-9 Police, dairy cow milking demo, door prizes and goody bags, and much, much more.  For details and updated information, visit www.cvm.tamu.edu/openhouse.

Georgetown University – Georgetown’s Department of Special Programs offers current high school sophomores, juniors, and seniors the extraordinary opportunity to experience the excitement and challenge of college life in the nation’s capital through four different programs:  Gateway to Business Program for High School Juniors; the College Prep Program; Summer College for High School Juniors; and the International Relations Program.  Students will be challenged with interesting classes, have the opportunity to create bonds with students from all corners of the globe, and enjoy all the benefits of living in the nation’s capital.  Application and information available in office file.  Fee required.  Deadline:  varies with program (April 7-19, 2006).

Junior Statesmen Summer School – Open to outstanding freshmen, sophomores, and juniors whom have a passionate interest in politics and current events.  Junior Statesmen Summer School offers high school students an opportunity to experience college life, study with outstanding political scientists, develop and polish their leadership skills, improve their speaking ability, and debate controversial issues. Sites and dates vary; schools will be held at Georgetown, Yale, Princeton, Stanford, and Northwestern Universities.  Information/Application available at http://www.jsa.org/summer. .  Application and fee required.  Deadline:  April 28, 2006.

2006 Holocaust Remembrance Project – The Holocaust Remembrance Project is sponsored by the Holland & Knight Charitable Foundation and serves as a living memorial to the millions of innocent victims of the Holocaust.  The Project is a national essay contest for high school students designed to encourage and promote the study of the Holocaust. Students responding to this year’s writing contests should study the Holocaust and then, in an essay of no more than 1,200 words:  (a) analyze why it is so vital that the remembrance, history and lessons of the Holocaust be passed to a new generation; and (b) suggest what they, as students, can do to combat and prevent prejudice, discrimination ad violence in our world today.  Winning students can win all-expense-paid trips to Washington, D.C., and scholarships from $1,000 to $5,000. Brochure with complete rules available in office file; entry form available at www.holocaust.hklaw.com.  Deadline:  May 1, 2006.

Junior Statesmen Symposium on Leadership – Junior Statesmen Symposia are designed for students residing in the state or region where the program takes place.  They are open to any 9th, 10th, or 11th grade student interested in taking a behind-the-scenes look at leadership and politics in state or local government.  Sites and dates vary; symposiums will be held in Texas, Washington, California, Ohio, and New Jersey.  Application and fee required; brochure and application available at http://www.jsa.org.  Deadline:  May 2 or June 30, 2006, dependent upon location.

Washington University in St. Louis –The High School Summer Scholars Program allows a select number of rising high school seniors to choose from more than 60 different courses spanning the arts, humanities, sciences, and social sciences.  Two sessions, lasting five weeks each, are offered beginning June 11 (session 1) and July 11 (session 2), 2006.  The Summer Scholars program requires an application, recommendations from a teacher and counselor, and an official transcript.  Fee required.  For further information and application visit www.ucollege.wustl.edu/hssp.  Deadline:  Session 1 – May 5, 2006 or Session 2 – June 9, 2006; apply by March 1 and they waive the non-refundable application fee.

Broadreach Summer Adventures – Broadreach offers educational summer adventures for teenagers ages 13-18, including marine biology, rainforest ecology, scuba, sailing, leadership and wilderness programs that span the globe.  The academic adventure division, Academic Treks, offers college-accredited programs in marine sciences, cultural studies and language immersion in unique destinations around the world.  The programs provide opportunities for teenagers to learn new skills and explore the world in an active, hands-on environment that fully immerses the participant in the experience.  For more information and details, visit www.gobroadreach.com or www.academictreks.com or call 1-888-833-1907.
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