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The end of the semester is fast approaching and summer break is almost here.  With all the extra activities taking place, please encourage your child to continue to concentrate on their academic studies, right on through semester exams.

Working Toward Academic Success

The faculty and staff at Pilot Point High School want all students to be successful.  If your child is experiencing difficulty in a class, encourage him/her to seek help during morning or afternoon tutoring.  Encourage your teen to go in early, not to wait until there is major academic trouble.  I would also suggest that you contact the teacher to see how you as a parent can help your child.  You may contact the teacher by calling 940-686-2189 and leaving a message on their voice mail or by sending an e-mail.

State-Mandated Assessments
TAKS tests were given this spring to students in grades 9, 10, and 11(also TAKS-I, SDAA-II, and LDAA for students receiving special education services for whom TAKS is not an appropriate assessment as determined by the ARD committee).  Ninth and tenth grade test results will be used, as required by law, to schedule students' coursework for the next year; eleventh grade students must pass the Exit Level TAKS tests in English Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies to be eligible to receive a Texas high school diploma.  Test results should be available before the end of school; students will be given a copy and a copy will be mailed home.

Attendance Information

To receive credit in a class, a student must be enrolled and attend 90% of the days the class is offered.  All too often, students lose class credit because of poor attendance.  When a student is absent from school, the parent is requested to notify the school by 9:00 a.m. (940-686-2189, ext. 221).  This will help Ms. Luna, the attendance clerk, with posting attendance for the day.  When a student returns to school, a note, signed by a parent or doctor/dentist, that describes the reason for the absence is required (note must be presented within 3 school days).  A child who misses a day of school misses a day of learning.  

Commencement Date Set

Mark your calendars—Commencement will be held on Friday, May 26, 2006, at 7:00 p.m., at Denton Bible Church.  Please encourage your senior to “do the work” so that they will be eligible to participate in this important milestone in their life.

Summer School:

Summer School opportunities available for this summer include correspondence coursework or credit-by-exam offered through the Texas Tech University Extended Studies Center.  Correspondence fee is $125 per semester course plus books; credit-by-exam fee is $30 per semester course.  Order form and fee for correspondence coursework and credit-by-exam is available in the high school office and must be submitted by Monday, June 12th.  All grades for summer work must be received by July 31, 2006, so that schedules for the 2006-07 school year will be accurate.  Contact Mrs. Ettredge for more information and/or an order packet.

2006-2007 Master Schedule

All 9th, 10th, and 11th grade students received a copy of the 2006-2007 Academic Guide and their Course Selection Request Form during the last week of March.  Completed Course Selection Request Forms for the 2006-2007 school year were due back by Monday, April 10th.  If your student has not returned their form, please do so as quickly as possible.  Failure to return the course selection request form with the appropriate signatures will result in courses being assigned by the campus administration.

Semester Exams: With the end of the school year comes another round of tests.  Please check the enclosed semester exam schedule and assist us by getting your child to school on time and ready to test.

Jostens Delivers Graduation Merchandise

Jostens was on campus Friday, March 10, 2006, to deliver graduation merchandise.  If you did not pick up yours, you may do so at any time prior to graduation.  The remaining balance must be paid (cash or money order only) at the time of pick up.  Also, if you need additional announcements, they are $1 each or 18 for $25, and are available as long as the supply lasts!  If you have questions, see Mrs. Price.

SENIORS—Transcript Requests

Just a reminder that if you need a transcript for a scholarship or college admission application or college admissions, please fill out the transcript request form (yellow form) available outside of the counselor’s office or on the PPHS website.  Please make sure that the form is completed in full with the required signatures and allow sufficient time for processing (at least 5 working days). After the school year has ended and final grades have been posted, FINAL official transcripts will be available to be sent to the college or university of your choice; you must fill out the request form (orange form) for your FINAL official transcript to be sent; we do not automatically send one.

Texas Higher Education Assessment (THEA) Test

As part of the Texas Success Initiative (TSI), the Texas Higher Education Assessment (THEA) Test is used by Texas institutions of higher education as an assessment instrument for entering students.  The THEA Test provides the diagnostic data required by TSI legislation and ensures that students have the academic skills to perform effectively in college.  You may register for the six regularly-scheduled Saturday test dates for the THEA on the internet at www.thea.nesinc.com.  Paper registration bulletins are available in the office.  The THEA Test must be taken before enrolling in any college-level coursework at any two- or four-year public college or university in Texas.  For information about THEA exemptions, you may contact the testing office at the college or university you plan to attend or check their website.

Sophomore and Juniors—If you are interested in enrolling in dual-credit coursework (courses that count for high school and college credit) for the 2006-07 academic year, please read the guidelines on pages 48-50 of the Academic Guide—you must have an 85 GPA, have exhibited the maturity and social behavior necessary for a college-level course, and be exempt based on SAT, ACT, or Exit Level TAKS criteria OR present passing scores on the THEA test (see page 10 of Academic Guide).  Exemption scores or THEA scores must be received by June 1, 2006!  NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS DEADLINE.  THEA schedule available in office and on the PPHS website.

Students will be enrolled in dual credit courses in the order in which their request and THEA requirements are received; some students may be on a wait list, as the number students enrolled in dual credit courses is limited by the college. 

College Entrance Exams

The tests primarily used for admission to college are the SAT and the ACT.  The tests are used along with your high school record to evaluate your level of academic knowledge.  Although some colleges consider your high school grades and class rank, this criteria is subjective, meaning that schools and teachers vary.  The SAT and ACT, however, are standardized.  Colleges can compare your scores with 2 million students using the same criteria.  Paper registration bulletins may be picked up from the high school office, or you may register on the web at www.collegeboard.com (for SAT) or www.actstudent.org (for ACT).

Online Prep for College Admissions Tests

You can prepare for the SAT and ACT 24 hours a day, seven days a week, FREE of charge with TOPCAT (Texas Online Preparation for College Admissions Tests).  TOPCAT is a comprehensive online test prep program developed by XAP Corporation for the Texas Education Agency and the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board and is offered for FREE to all students in Texas.  TOPCAT features practice questions and tutorials in English and Spanish, and a vocabulary builder.  You can start using the self-guided tool today; visit TOPCAT at http://testprep.CollegeforTexans.com  
NCAA Clearinghouse Information

The NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse has implemented online registration for prospective student-athletes.  To register, prospective student-athletes should access the registration materials by visiting the clearinghouse web site at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.  From the home page, the prospective student-athlete should click on “Prospective Student-Athletes,” which will link you to the necessary information.  It is extremely important that prospective student-athletes read the “Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete” carefully and understand the NCAA initial-eligibility requirements.  

Homework Help Online

Need help with your homework?  Here’s a web site that may provide helpful information.  Channel 4-Homework High can help students aged 11 to 16 with their homework; the site offers virtual libraries dedicated to English, math, science, geography, language, and history.  For more information, visit www.channel4.com/learning/microsites/H/homeworkhigh 

Selective Service Information

This is a reminder of the legal requirement that all young men must register with the Selective Service when they turn 18.  The Selective Service now has on-line registration at www.sss.gov.  If you do not have access to the Internet, you may register at any U.S. Post Office.  Failure to register can make you ineligible for federal student grants or loans for college, job training benefits, and many state and federal jobs.

For Your Information:

*If your student would like to receive information from a specific college, university, technical school, or military branch, please have them stop by the counselor’s office; I have some information on hand and if I don’t have what they need, it can be requested from the school and have it mailed to your home.

*For college-bound students, registration information is available for ACT at www.act.org, SAT at www.collegeboard.com, THEA at www.thea.nesinc.com, and the NCAA Clearinghouse at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net; paper versions are available in the high school office.

*If you have questions, call the high school office for more information.
OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS IN GRADE 9-12
(Several of the following opportunities have been announced during daily announcements;

encourage your student to listen to the daily announcements and take advantage of opportunities available)

If you’re interested in a branch of the military, here are some websites where you can talk to recruiters, learn about the educational benefits service people receive, read diaries from active service men and women and discover the type of jobs available:

www.afrotc.com - Air Force ROTC




www.goang.com - Air National Guard

www.arng.army.mil - Army National Guard



www.armyrotc.com - Army ROTC

www.nrotc.navy.mil - Naval ROTC




www.airforce.com - US Air Force 

www.goarmy.com - US Army




www.gocoastguard.com - US Coast Guard

www.navy.com - US Navy





www.marines.com - US Marines

Washington University in St. Louis High School Summer Scholars Program – Washington University in St. Louis offers two summer programs, for rising high school seniors, that allow students to take classes while living in residence halls.  The High School Summer Scholars Program allows a select number of participants to choose from more than 60 different courses spanning the arts, humanities, sciences, and social sciences.  Two sessions, are offered beginning June 11-July 15 (session 1) and July 16-August 18 (session 2), 2006.  Participants may earn up to seven college credits.  The Summer Scholars program requires an application, recommendations from a teacher and counselor, and an official transcript.  For further information, visit www.ucollege.wustl.edu/hssp.  Deadline:  Session 1—May 5, 2006; Session—June 9, 2006.

NCTC Dual Credit Scholarship – The North Central Texas College Foundation is pleased to announce a new scholarship program that will provide scholarships for dual credit students.  The Leo & Mabel Scott scholarship will provide a $200 scholarship for under-privileged students wanting to take dual credit classes at North Central Texas College in fall 2006.  Application available in office file.  Deadline:  May 15, 2006.

SHSU Criminal Justice Summer Camp – Sam Houston State University Criminal Justice Summer Camp is open to high school students, ages 15-17 years old, interested in criminal justice.  The program exposes students to various aspects of the criminal justice system and potential career options.  The camp is held June 18-22, 2006, at the College of Criminal Justice at SHSU, one of the nation’s largest and oldest criminal justice education institutions.  Fee required.  Application and additional information available at http://www.cjcenter.org/college/camp.  Deadline:  May 15, 2006.

TAMU College of Architecture – Texas A&M University’s College of Architecture will be hosting CampARCH this summer July 9-14.  This resident summer camp is designed to give young people in grades 9-12 an opportunity to experience the professions of Architect, Landscape Architect, Constructor and Visual Designer.  The objective of the camp is for the participants to experience working together in a studio environment just as professionals would in a design or construction firm.  The students will be housed in dormitories on the TAMU campus and will be taught by faculty from the College of Architecture.  The program is limited to 64 participants; students will be selected based on academic achievement, essay, and letter of recommendation.  Application and additional information available at http://archweb.tamu.edu/college/camparch.  If selected, fee is required to attend.  Deadline:  May 31, 2006.

MADD & TABC Youth Leadership Power Camp – Mothers Against Drunk Driving and the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission’s “Youth Leadership Power Camp” will equip a generation of youth leaders with the knowledge and skills necessary to initiate change to reduce alcohol and drug use and their related damages in their schools and communities.  Session will be held July 19-22, 2006, at Angelo State University.  Fee required.  Application available online at www.maddtx.org.  Deadline:  May 31, 2006.

TAMU Spend the Day with the Corps Program – The Spend the Day with the Corps (SDWC) program is an official campus visit to Texas A&M University offered this summer for qualified rising high school seniors and parents.  SDWC will provide an outstanding opportunity to gain invaluable information about the University and the Corps of Cadets.  The activities throughout the day include a university admissions application workshop, presentations from various departments around campus, involvement with Cadets and staff, resource tables, and tours.  The day will end with Aggie Yell Practice.  SDWC will be offered on July 21 or August 4, 2006; pre-registration is required.  For additional information and to reserve your space for the program, visit www.aggiecorps.org.  Deadline:  July 7 or July 21, 2006.

TAMUG Sea Camp - Sea Camp is a week-long residential summer camp adventure for students (ages 10-18) that explores the wonders of the marine and estuarine environments.  Sea Campers have access to the Texas A&M University at Galveston (TAMUG) research vessels, oceanographic equipment, and laboratory facilities.  This equipment combined with a dedicated, professional staff enables Sea Campers to learn about the ocean through first-hand, on-the-water experiences.  Sea Campers reside in the residence halls on the TAMUG campus on Pelican Island.  Sea Camp instructors are experienced faculty members from the Department of Marine Biology at TAMUG and graduate students from various departments at Texas A&M University.  Sea Camp 2006 includes the following programs:  Marine Biology/Ecology; Coral, Crabs, and Cuttlefish; Coastal Ecology; Fishing Camp; Marine Mammal Explorations; Coastal Camping; Ocean Careers Awareness; Coastal Photography; Intro to Oceanography and Nautical Archaeology; SCSI: Sea Camp Scene Investigators—Forensics; and Ecotourism in Belize.  Fee required.  Sea Camp information and registration available at http://www.tamug.edu/seacamp/.  Deadline:  first come, first served.

Walt Disney World College Program – The Disney CareerStart Program is a structured living, learning and earning program for high school graduates who are unsure of their future path and looking for a new experience that will provide them more than just a job.  Participants in the Disney CareerStart Program will work in a front-line role at the Walt Disney World Resort and live in a secure, multicultural environment.  For more information and presentations around the country, visit www.disneycareerstart.com.  Deadline:  none listed.

Texas A&M University Summer Programs – Texas A&M University and its branch campus, Teas A&M University at Galveston, offer many summer programs for high school students.  These programs explore academic and leadership opportunities at the two campuses.  Programs offered include:  Business Career Awareness Program (BCAP); Career Horizons (College of Architecture); Engineering Insights; Exploring Leadership Opportunities and Rewards in Educations (ExPLORE); Lead Camps 2006; Poultry Institute; Sea Camp at Texas A&M University at Galveston; Spend the Day with the Corps; Sports Camps (Baseball, Basketball, Football, Golf, Soccer, Softball, Swimming, Tennis, and Volleyball); Talented and Gifted (TAG) Summer Programs at Texas A&M University at Galveston.  For more information on these programs, see the 2006 Summer Programs flyer at http://www.tamu.edu/freshmansession/Special/SummerCampsFlyer2006.pdf.    Deadline:  Varies with program.

TAMU Aggie Eagle/Gold Program – The Aggie Eagle/Gold Program is a recruiting program for the Corps of Cadets at Texas A&M University.  Traditionally, the Corps has 300+ members who hold the BSA Eagle or the GSUSA Gold Award. The program provides scouts with a unique opportunity to see Texas A&M and to become familiar with the Corps of Cadets while in the company of their fellow scouts. When possible, Scouts are paired with current Cadets who were also scouts. Attendees are housed in the Corps dorms known as the Quad and will attend the Texas A&M vs. Texas Tech football game.  Scouts are counseled on the admission process and receive valuable information regarding loans, scholarships and ROTC Programs. In fact, each Eagle/Gold scout that attends the program will receive, as a minimum, a Sul Ross Scholarship that pays a total of $2,400 ($600 for the first 4 long semesters).  The Aggie Eagle/Gold Program is scheduled for September 29-30, 2006.  The cost is $35.00.  For more information on the Aggie Eagle/Gold Program, please visit http://www.aggiecorps.org/home/AggieEagles/ or call 1-800-TAMUAGS.

Landmark College Summer Programs – Landmark College, America’s premiere college for students with learning disabilities and AD/HD, offers targeted summer programs to help high school students and recent graduates succeed during these critical years.  Summer programs available include:  July 9-28—a 3-week program for high school juniors and seniors; July 23-August 5—a 2-week transition program for college-bound 2006 high school graduates admitted to a selective college or university; July 30-August 12—a 2-week transition program for undecided 2006 high school graduates who are interested in exploring college options.  For a downloadable booklet and application, visit www.landmark.edu, or call 1-802-387-6718, or e-mail admissions@landmark.edu.  Deadline:  none listed.

Talent Rock’s Dream It Program – Want to be an Actor? Dancer? Model? Vocalist?  If yes, then Talent Rock’s Dream It program may be for you.  You can win a trip for 2 to Talent Rock SummerFest 2006, where you will be seen by over 100 of the world’s top agents, casting directors, record labels and industry professionals, attend educational workshops and exclusive concerts, network with celebrities, and compete for a share of $100,000 in prizes.  Information available at http://www.collegebound.net/talent-rock/index.html.  Deadline:  none listed.

Lifeguard Training – The City of Denton is offering Lifeguard Training classes, Lifeguard Training Re-Certification classes, and CPR for the Professional Rescuer Re-Certification classes at the Denton Natatorium.  Information flyer in office file or online at www.cityofdenton.com/aquatics.  

Aquatics Job Opportunities – The City of Denton Parks & Recreation Department is hiring administrative staff, lifeguards, Water Safety Instructors and instructor assistants for its year-round aquatics program.  Employment Applications must be submitted to the Human Resources Department, 610 E. Hickory.  ADA/EOE/ADEA.  For more information call 940-349-8800.  
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