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Welcome back!

The Counselor’s Corner is back to help keep parents aware of important information and happenings at Pilot Point High School on a periodic basis.  This is the first of the series that you will receive during each grade-reporting period.

Schedule Information

It appears that we have survived the start of another school year.  Since we are well into the fourth week of school, there will be no additional schedule changes.  If your child is experiencing difficulty in a class, please encourage him/her to seek help during tutorial time.  I would also suggest that you contact the teacher to see how you as a parent can help your child.  You may contact the teacher by calling 940-686-2189 and leaving a message on their voice mail or by sending an e-mail.

Attendance Counts

Parents—Want a surefire way to help your teen get off to a super start this school year?  Encourage your students to attend school.  Kids who go to class regularly are more likely to graduate.  Try these tips:  

(Show how learning relates to real life.  If your teen thinks a skill is useful, he/she is more likely to learn it.  Example:  Planning a vacation draws on research skills.

(Tell your child not to skip a class just because he/she is struggling; help arrange for tutoring or other help.

(Know our attendance policy.  When a student is absent, the parent is requested to notify the school by 9:00 a.m. (940-686-2189, ext 221).  When the student returns to school, a note, signed by a parent or doctor/dentist, that describes the reason for the absence is required (note must be presented within 3 school days).  To receive credit in a class, a student must be enrolled and attend 90% of the days the class is offered; all too often, students lose class credit because of poor attendance.  

Exit Level TAKS Retest

Any senior who has previously taken but not mastered all 4 sections of the Exit Level TAKS test (or any new senior who has moved to Texas) will be tested next month.  The test dates are: English Language Arts on Tuesday, October 17; Mathematics on Wednesday, October 18; Science on Thursday, October 19, and Social Studies on Friday, October 20.

TAKS Tests
The Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) tests will be given this spring to all students in grades 9, 10, and 11.  To be eligible to receive a Texas high school diploma, students must pass the Exit level TAKS tests given during the junior year in English Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies.  

Please check the testing calendar (included) and mark your calendar so that your child will be in attendance on the days of the TAKS tests.  

College Day Set for September 14

We will be hosting our annual College Day on Thursday, September 14, 2006, from 9:00-10:45 a.m.  There will be representatives here from universities, two- and four-year colleges, technical schools, and branches of the military.  All students will have an opportunity to visit with the representatives.  Please consider this your invitation to attend and speak with the college admissions counselors.  Hope to see you on the 14th!

Jostens to take Class Ring Orders

Jostens was here on Friday, September 1st, to distribute information and order packets to juniors for class rings.  The Jostens representatives will return on Friday, September 8th, 8:30-9:30 a.m., to take orders.  You will need a completed order form and the required deposit to place an order.  If you have questions, contact Mrs. Ettredge.

For Your Information:

*Please refer to the testing calendar for dates of upcoming tests.

*If your student would like to receive information from a specific college, university, technical school, or military branch, please have them stop by the counselor’s office; I have some information on hand and if I don’t have what they need, it can be requested from the school and have it mailed to your home.

*For college-bound students, registration information is available for ACT at www.act.org, SAT at www.collegeboard.com, THEA at www.thea.nesinc.com, and the NCAA Clearinghouse at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net; paper versions are available in the high school office.

*If you have questions, call the high school for more information.

College Entrance Exams

The tests primarily used for admission to college are the SAT and the ACT.  The tests are used along with your high school record to evaluate your level of academic knowledge.  Although some colleges consider your high school grades and class rank, this criteria is subjective, meaning that schools and teachers vary.  The SAT and ACT, however, are standardized.  Colleges can compare your scores with 2 million students using the same criteria.  Paper registration bulletins may be picked up from the high school office, or you may register on the web at www.collegeboard.com (for SAT) or www.actstudent.org (for ACT).

Which test should you take?  Some colleges prefer the SAT and others prefer the ACT; some accept either test.  However, if you’re thinking about attending a two-year college, you may not need either, but will need the THEA (see below); technical schools may have their own entrance exam.  Check the school’s website for specifics about entrance testing.  Plan ahead—the registration deadline is about a month before each test, so you must schedule your test taking in time to get results back for college admission and scholarship deadlines.  

Texas Higher Education Assessment (THEA) Test

The THEA Test has been approved by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, under Senate Bill 286, Texas Education Code, Section 51.3062:  Texas Success Initiative, for use by Texas institutions of higher education as an assessment instrument for entering students.  The THEA Test provides the diagnostic data required by this legislation.  (The content of the THEA Test is the same as the former TASP Test.)  You may register for the regularly-scheduled Saturday test dates for the THEA on the internet at www.thea.nesinc.com.  The THEA Test must be taken before enrolling in any college-level coursework.  For information about THEA exemptions, you may contact the testing office at the college or university you plan to attend or check their website.

JUNIORS & SOPHOMORES—DUAL CREDIT:  If you are interested in enrolling in dual-credit coursework (courses that count for high school and college credit) for the 2007-08 academic year, you must be exempt based on SAT or ACT or Exit-Level TAKS criteria OR present passing scores on the THEA test.  Exemption scores or THEA scores must be received by June 1, 2007!  

Dual credit enrollment may be limited, so course requests will be processed in the order in which they are received AND THEA requirements are met.  So, if you are interested in dual credit for next school year and need to take the THEA, you need to sign up soon!  

Texas Financial Aid

The state of Texas has limited funds available for higher education for students who graduate on the Recommended or Distinguished Achievement programs.  The TEXAS Grant program has a limited amount of money that is available to Texas residents with financial need and may be used toward expenses at either public or private colleges in Texas.  The B-On-Time Student Loan Program provides a limited number of no-interest loans for eligible students to enable them to attend college in Texas. Additional information about these and other programs and opportunities may be found at http://www.collegefortexans.com.

PSAT/NMSQT scheduled for October 

■On Wednesday, October 18, 2006, at 8:10 a.m., Pilot Point High School is providing an opportunity for your son or daughter to take the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT).  Even if your child is not considering college, he or she should take this test.  Just taking the test can encourage a student to start thinking seriously about life after high school, about goals, and about the education needed to reach those goals.  

■Here are some other things the PSAT/NMSQT can do for a student:

· It measures the reading, math, and writing skills needed for college (and for success in most jobs and careers in today’s world).  After the test, a score report will tell students how their skills measure up.  Students can use it to find their “skill gaps” and make plans to fill those gaps before college begins.

· This test gives students a chance to see how their skills compare with those of other students who will apply for college.

· For juniors, it is the first step in entering the National Merit Scholarship Corporation competitions for scholarships and recognition.

· The Student Search Service gives PSAT/NMSQT test takers the option to voluntarily place their names and addresses in a pool of college-bound students interested in receiving admission and financial aid information from certified colleges, universities, and scholarship agencies.

· It provides practice for the new SAT Reasoning Test.

■The PSAT/NMSQT administered this fall will help students prepare for the SAT.  What’s on the test?  The PSAT/NMSQT has five sections:  two 25-minute critical reading sections contain a total of 48 questions—13 sentence completions and 35 passage-based reading questions; two 25-minute math sections contain a total of 38 questions—28 multiple choice and 10 student-produced responses that are grid-ins; and one 30-minute writing skills section contains 39 questions—14 identifying sentence errors, 20 improving sentences, and 5 improving paragraphs.  Details are included in the Official Student Student Guide to the PSAT/MNSQT that your student will receive after registering for the test.  For the latest information about the PSAT/NMSQT and the SAT, go to www.collegeboard.com.  

■Freshmen, Sophomores, and Juniors:  To register for the PSAT/NMSQT, please complete and return the enclosed registration form, along with the $12.00 fee, by Wednesday, September 27, 2006.  NO LATE REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED!  After your child returns the registration form, a receipt for the test fee, along with the 2006 Student Bulletin (including a full-length practice test) will be given to your child; please ask for it.

■Please call 940-686-2189, ext. 242, if you have questions.  All registration forms and fees must be returned to the High School office by the deadline—Wednesday, September 27, 2006.  Please encourage your son or daughter to take part in the PSAT/NMSQT Program.  The time to start thinking about college is now!

OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS IN GRADE 9-12

ACADEMY DAY – Congressman Michael Burgess will sponsor an “Academy Day”, Saturday, September 9th, for students interested in attending one of our nation’s service academies.  The program, which is open to all area middle and high school students, will be held from 8:30-11:00 a.m., at the State Theater, 200 E. California Street in Gainesville.  The event is free and open to the public; no pre-registration is required.  Representatives from the US Military Academy, West Point, NY, the US Naval Academy, Annapolis, MD, the US Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, CO, the US Merchant Marine Academy, Kings Point, NY, and the US Coast Guard Academy, New London, CT, will be present to explain the admissions process and answer questions.  Flyer posted on office door. 

CONVERSATIONS ABOUT CORNELL – The Undergraduate Admissions Office at Cornell University invites interested juniors, seniors, and their parents to a special program on Wednesday, September 13, 2006, 7:30-9:00 p.m., St. Mark’s School of Texas on Preston Road in Dallas.  The admissions process will be discussed and local alumni will share their perspectives on the Cornell experience.  To RSVP and for directions, visit: www.admissions.cornell.edu/seasonal/events/.  

THE 2006 PRUDENTIAL SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY AWARDS – The Prudential Spirit of Community Award is open to individuals enrolled in grades 5-12.  Applicant must describe a volunteer community service activity performed at least in part after Sept. 1, 2005.  Applicant must not be employees of NASSP, CSFA, Prudential or its affiliates, their children, or previous national award recipients.  Application available in office file.  Deadline:  October 31, 2006.

TCU TEXAS YOUTH ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR AWARD PROGRAM - The TCU Texas Youth Entrepreneur of the Year Award Program recognizes young high school age entrepreneurs for their success in business.  The program is open to any currently-enrolled high school student who has started and managed a business.  The Neeley Entrepreneurship Program of the Neeley School of Business at TCU will award six scholarships to the winners.  These scholarships may be used to offset tuition at any school of the student's choice; students who choose to attend TCU will have the amount of their scholarship doubled.  The top winner will receive a $5,000 scholarship and five other winners will each receive a $1,000 scholarship.  Information and application available at www.nep.tcu.edu.     Deadline:  November 1, 2006. 

TEXAS ACADEMY OF MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE (TAMS) – The Texas Academy of Mathematics and Science (TAMS) is a unique residential program for high school-aged Texas students who are high achievers and interested in mathematics and science. While living in McConnell Hall, students in this two-year program complete a rigorous academic curriculum of college coursework at the University of North Texas (UNT). Instruction is by regular university faculty. There are no high school courses taught, but students enjoy many of the activities of high school and the company of age mates who are intellectual peers.  High school sophomores who have demonstrated excellent academic performance, with particular interest and promise in science and mathematics may apply.  Applicants must take the SAT (scores must be competitive with those of Texas college-bound seniors planning math, science, or engineering majors); they must also complete Algebra I, Algebra II, and geometry by the end of 10th grade.   For more information, call TAMS at 1-800-241-TAMS, or visit the website www.tams.unt.edu.  The best way to learn about the program is attend a Preview Day.  On Preview Days, prospects and their families can examine the academy, student life issues, and the admissions process. Friendly Ambassadors will be on hand to entertain guests at lunch and on guided tours of the campus and residence hall.  Preview Days are held on the following dates:  Friday, September 15, 2006; Saturday, October 14, 2006; Saturday. November 18, 2006; Saturday, January 20, 2007; Saturday, March 3, 2007.  Interviews are by invitation only.  Deadline:  Early decision consideration—January 5, 2007; Final deadline—March 2, 2007.
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