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Parent Information

The faculty and staff at Pilot Point High School want all students to be successful.  If your child is experiencing difficulty in a class, please encourage him/her to seek help during tutorial time.  I would also suggest that you contact the teacher to see how you as a parent can help your child.  You may contact the teacher by calling 940-686-2189 and leaving a message on their voice mail or by sending an e-mail.

Attendance Information

To receive credit in a class, a student must be enrolled and attend 90% of the days the class is offered.  All too often, students lose class credit because of poor attendance.  When a student is absent from school, the parent is requested to notify the school by 9:00 a.m. (940-686-2189, ext. 221).  This will help Ms. Luna, the attendance clerk, with posting attendance for the day.  When a student returns to school, a note, signed by a parent or doctor/dentist, that describes the reason for the absence is required (note must be presented within 3 school days).  

Exit Level TAKS Retest

Any senior who has previously taken but not mastered all 4 sections of the Exit Level TAKS test (or any new senior who has moved to Texas) will be tested next week.  The test dates are: English Language Arts on Tuesday, October 18; Mathematics on Wednesday, October 19; Science on Thursday, October 20, and Social Studies on Friday, October 21.

TAKS Tests
The Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) tests will be given this spring to all students in grades 9, 10, and 11.  To be eligible to receive a Texas high school diploma, students must pass the Exit level TAKS tests given during the junior year in English Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies.  

Seniors to order cap & gown, announcements

The Jostens representative will meet with graduating seniors on Friday, October 28, 2005, at 9:00 a.m., to distribute order information packets for senior merchandise (including cap & gown and announcements).  They will return on Friday, November 4, 2005, from 8:30-9:15 a.m., in the cafeteria, to take orders; a deposit must accompany the order.  Merchandise will be delivered in the spring; the balance is due at that time.  If you have questions after you receive the order information packet, please call Mrs. Ettredge.

Jostens to deliver Class Rings
Jostens will be on campus on Friday, December 2, 2005, from 8:15-8:45 a.m., to deliver class rings to Juniors.  The balance due must be paid when the ring is picked up.  You will receive a postcard reminding you of the date and listing the balance due; if you have questions about the balance due, please call the Jostens Student Center at 382-8948.  If you have other questions, please call Mrs. Ettredge. 

For Your Information:

*If your student would like to receive information from a specific college, university, technical school, or military branch, please have them stop by the counselor’s office; I have some information on hand and if I don’t have what they need, it can be requested from the school and have it mailed to your home.

*For college-bound students, registration information is available for ACT at www.act.org, SAT at www.collegeboard.com, THEA at www.thea.nesinc.com, and the NCAA Clearinghouse at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net; paper versions are available in the high school office.

*If you have questions, call the high school office for more information.

ASVAB Career Exploration Opportunity – Thursday, Nov. 3rd
Deciding on what to do after completing high school can be challenging.  There are so many issues to confront and so many questions to answer:  What are the best choices and decisions to make?  What services are available to help make these choices and decisions?  How should these decisions be made?  What are the available options?  Is college or a job the best choice?  How about the military?  Would I qualify for entrance into the military?  What makes the most sense?

For high school juniors and seniors, it will soon be time to make these complicated decisions about the future.  They will need to decide what they will do after completing high school.  Ultimately, each high school student will need to embark on the journey from high school into the adult world of work and career.

The ASVAB Career Exploration Program can help students make these big decisions.  The ASVAB Career Exploration Program is a cooperative venture between the nation’s schools and the Department of Defense.  The ASVAB Program, used by hundreds of thousands of high school students in over 14,000 schools nationwide, is one of the most widely used and highly regarded career development programs in the world.  Designed by career development professionals, high school guidance experts, and test professionals, the ASVAB Program helps students to:

1) Identify, understand, and organize information about their interests, skills, and work-related values;

2) Identify suitable occupations to investigate and pursue based on their own interests, values, skills, and competencies; and 

3) Use career information resources to explore further these occupations.

On Thursday, November 3, 2005, military personnel will be on campus to administer the ASVAB test to any Junior or Senior who chooses to take advantage of this valuable career exploration opportunity; students will need to bring two no. 2 pencils.  This is an excellent vocational assessment, as it determines not only achievement and aptitudinal abilities, but allows students to match their abilities with their values and suggests which careers might be further explored for future job satisfaction.  The test is administered free of charge and WITHOUT any obligation to any branch of the military.

See enclosed green flyer for further explanation and registration form; deadline to register is Friday, October 21st.

WHY GO TO COLLEGE? 

If you are uncertain about going to college, or you just need some reassurance that you're on the right track, here are a few reasons to go to college:

1)  Every bit of education you get after high school increases the chances you'll earn good pay. Most college graduates earn a lot more money during their working years than people who stop their education at high school.

2)  Besides good pay, the more education you get the more likely it is you will always have a job. According to one estimate, by the year 2028 there will be 19 million more jobs for educated workers than there are qualified people to fill them.

3)  Continuing education after high school is much more important for your generation than it was for your parents' generation. Today most good jobs require more than a high school diploma. Businesses want to hire people who know how to think and solve problems.

4)  Education beyond high school gives you a lot of other benefits, including meeting new people, taking part in new opportunities to discover and explore your interests, and experiencing success.

College Entrance Exams

The tests primarily used for admission to college are the SAT and the ACT.  The tests are used along with your high school record to evaluate your level of academic knowledge.  Although some colleges consider your high school grades and class rank, this criteria is subjective, meaning that schools and teachers vary.  The SAT and ACT, however, are standardized.  Colleges can compare your scores with 2 million students using the same criteria.  Paper registration bulletins may be picked up from the high school office, or you may register on the web at www.collegeboard.com (for SAT) or www.actstudent.org (for ACT).

TAMU Aggie Band featured on television show!

“The Aggie Band Show" is a half-hour program about the Fightin' Texas Aggie Band featuring the complete halftime performances, behind the scenes tours, interviews with directors and band members, and glimpses into band activities and trips.   In addition to airing weekly during the fall on PBS stations throughout the state, 

"The Aggie Band Show" can now also be viewed on The Association of Former Students' Web site at http://www.aggienetwork.com/AggieBandShow/.  For more information on the bands at Texas A&M University, please visit:

http://band.tamu.edu/index.htm and 

http://sports.tamu.edu/index_full.php?pageID=1165&CAT=SUPRT.

Texas Higher Education Assessment (THEA) Test

As part of the Texas Success Initiative, the Texas Higher Education Assessment (THEA) Test is used by Texas institutions of higher education as an assessment instrument for entering students.  The THEA Test provides the diagnostic data required by this legislation and ensures that students have the academic skills to perform effectively in college.  You may register for the six regularly-scheduled Saturday test dates for the THEA on the internet at www.thea.nesinc.com.  Paper registration bulletins are available in the office.  The THEA Test must be taken before enrolling in any college-level coursework at any two- or four-year public college or university in Texas.  For information about THEA exemptions, you may contact the testing office at the college or university you plan to attend or check their website.

Sophomore and Juniors—If you are interested in enrolling in dual-credit coursework (courses that count for high school and college credit) for the 2006-07 academic year, you must be exempt based on SAT or ACT criteria OR present passing scores on the THEA test.  Exemption scores or THEA scores must be received by May 1, 2006!  So, if you need to take the THEA, you need to sign up soon!  

OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS IN GRADE 9-12

UNT NIGHT – The University of North Texas invites all juniors, seniors and parents to the 9th annual UNT Night @ Dallas on Tuesday, October 18, 2005 at the Morton H. Meyerson Symphony Center from 6 to 8:30 p.m. (The Morton H. Meyerson Symphony Center is located at 2301 Flora Street) OR UNT Night @ Fort Worth on Thursday, October 20, 2005 at the UNT Health Science Center from 6 to 8:30 p.m. (The UNT Health Science Center is located just west of downtown Fort Worth at 3500 Camp Bowie Blvd.)  These specially planned events are a great opportunity for you to meet and talk with students, faculty, administrators and alumni of UNT.  There will be over 25 exhibits from departments, both academic and student services, and two 45-minute presentations by representatives from the Offices of Admissions and Student Financial Aid and Scholarships; the presentations will occur at 6:30 p.m. and again at 7:30 p.m.  

The 2005 Prudential Spirit of Community Award Middle Level and High School Youth Volunteers – Open to individuals enrolled in grades 5-12.  Applicant must describe a volunteer community service activity performed at least in part after Sept. 1, 2004.  Applicant must not be employee of NASSP, CSFA, Prudential or its affiliates, their children, or previous national award recipients.  Application available in office file.  Deadline:  October 31, 2005.

TCU Texas Youth Entrepreneur of the Year Award Program - The TCU Texas Youth Entrepreneur of the Year Award Program recognizes young high school age entrepreneurs for their success in business.  The program is open to any currently-enrolled high school student who has started and managed a business currently in operation for at least one year.  The Neeley Entrepreneurship Program of the Neeley School of Business at TCU will award six scholarships to the winners.  These scholarships may be used to offset tuition at any school of the student's choice; students who choose to attend TCU will have the amount of their scholarship doubled.  The top winner will receive a $5,000 scholarship and five other winners will each receive a $1,000 scholarship.  Information and application available in office file or on the web at www.nep.tcu.edu.     Deadline:  November 1, 2005. 

College 101 Informational Sessions at CCCCD  - The Recruitment & Programs for New Students at Collin County Community College District is sponsoring “College 101 Informational Sessions”, which are designed to give students insight into the overall college process.  Highlights include a campus tour, how to choose a major, overcoming potential barriers, application tips and financial aid timelines.  The program is open to high school sophomores, juniors, seniors, and their parents.  All sessions are from 5:30 – 8:00 p.m., with a campus tour beginning promptly at 5:45 p.m.  Sessions will be held:


Tuesday, November 1, 2005 – Preston Ridge Campus, Frisco, Event Center LC104


Thursday, November 10, 2005 – Spring Creek Campus, Plano, Conference Center


Wednesday, November 16, 2005 – Central Park Campus, McKinney, Pike Hall

To register, e-mail compass@ccccd.edu or phone 972-377-1750; only one registration per family necessary, however, they need to know how many will attend.

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY at GALVESTON – Sea Aggie Preview

TAMUG invites high school juniors and seniors to spend Thursday night on the TAMUG campus on Pelican Island and on Friday attend classes, explore their programs and campus life.  Experience special activities, Aggie traditions and tours of the Training Ship TEXAS CLIPPER II.  Students interested in the Corps of Cadets may “Spend the Night with the Corps”.  Fall Sea Aggie Preview is November 17-18, 2005 and Spring Preview is March 2-3, 2006; check in between 5-7 p.m. on Thursday and ends by 4 p.m. on Friday.  Registration and $25 fee required.  Informational flyer with registration form available in office file.  Deadline:  November 3, 2005; February 16, 2006.

Texas Academy of Mathematics and Science (TAMS) – 

The Texas Academy of Mathematics and Science (TAMS) is a unique residential program for high school-aged Texas students who are high achievers and interested in mathematics and science. While living in McConnell Hall, students in this two-year program complete a rigorous academic curriculum of college coursework at the University of North Texas (UNT). Instruction is by regular university faculty. There are no high school courses taught, but students enjoy many of the activities of high school and the company of age mates who are intellectual peers.  High school sophomores who have demonstrated excellent academic performance, with particular interest and promise in science and mathematics may apply.  Applicants must take the SAT (scores must be competitive with those of Texas college-bound seniors planning math, science, or engineering majors); they must also complete Algebra I, Algebra II, and geometry by the end of 10th grade.   For more information, call TAMS at 1-800-241-TAMS, or visit the website www.tams.unt.edu, where the application is posted.  Preview days are scheduled for Saturday. November 19, 2005; Saturday, January 21, 2006; and Friday, March 3, 2006.   Deadline:  Early decision consideration—January 2, 2006; Final deadline—March 1, 2006.

Youth Leadership Academy – Collin County Community College District will host the Eleventh Annual Youth Leadership Academy (YLA) this spring.  Academy dates are January 28, February 25, and April 1 and May 6, 2006.  YLA is a program sponsored by Collin County Community College and Collin County LULAC Adult Council to inform and motivate students to develop a vision for their futures that includes college, careers, and leadership for Hispanic students in grades 9-12.  No fee for participation.  For information contact Marcy Wilson at 1-972-377-1627 or e-mail marwilson@ccccd.edu. 
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