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Parent Information

The faculty and staff at Pilot Point High School want all students to be successful.  If your child is experiencing difficulty in a class, please encourage him/her to seek help during tutorial time.  I would also suggest that you contact the teacher to see how you as a parent can help your child.  You may contact the teacher by calling 940-686-2189 and leaving a message on their voice mail or by sending an e-mail.

TAKS Tests

The Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) tests will be given this spring to all students in grades 9, 10, and 11.  To be eligible to receive a Texas high school diploma, students must pass the Exit level TAKS tests given during the junior year in English Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies.  

Seniors to order cap & gown, announcements

The Jostens representative will meet with graduating seniors on Friday, October 20, 2006, at 9:15 a.m., to distribute order information packets for senior merchandise (including cap & gown and announcements).  They will return on Thursday, October 26, 2006, from 8:45-9:30 a.m., in the cafeteria, to take orders; a deposit must accompany the order.  Merchandise will be delivered in the spring and the balance is due at that time.  If you have questions after you receive the order information packet, please call Mrs. Ettredge.

Jostens to deliver Class Rings
Jostens will be on campus on Friday, December 1, 2006, from 9:00-9:30 a.m., to deliver class rings to Juniors.  The balance due must be paid when the ring is picked up.  You will receive a postcard reminding you of the date and listing the balance due; if you have questions about the balance due, please call the Jostens Student Center at 382-8948.  If you have other questions, please call Mrs. Ettredge. 

Let’s Get Organized!

Does this sound familiar?  Jack has a quiz tomorrow, but he can’t find his notes.  He thought they were in his backpack.  If he doesn’t find them, he’ll probably get a bad grade.

It doesn’t have to be this way.  With a little effort, students can get organized.  Keeping things together gives them more time to focus on homework, family, and hobbies.  Here are a few tips for getting and staying organized:

1)    Plan of attack – Discuss the upcoming month with your high schooler.  What assignments are due?  When will he do homework, chores, and extracurricular activities?  Have him write everything down on a monthly calendar.  The more advance notice he gives himself, the better prepared he will be.  Utilize a planner or agenda to keep track of assignments and appointments.

2)    Tools on hand – Suggest that your teen keep a different-colored notebook and folder for each subject.  He can use notebooks for taking class notes and folders for storing returned homework and assignments.  Also, have study supplies at home (dictionary, paper, pens, pencils, stapler, and calculator).  When it’s time for homework, your high schooler will have everything he needs.

3)    Nightly routine – Does your teen have trouble remembering what to take to school each day?  Try having him put everything in one spot the night before.  Or, he can make a list (homework, gym clothes, tennis racket, etc.) to check before he goes to school.  Preparing at night will make mornings go more smoothly.

Attendance Information

To receive credit in a class, a student must be enrolled and attend 90% of the days the class is offered.  All too often, students lose class credit because of poor attendance.  When a student is absent from school, the parent is requested to notify the school by 9:00 a.m. (940-686-2189, ext. 221).  This will help Ms. DelBosque, the attendance clerk, with posting attendance for the day.  When a student returns to school, a note, signed by a parent or doctor/dentist, that describes the reason for the absence is required (note must be presented within 3 school days).  

WHY GO TO COLLEGE? 

If you are uncertain about going to college, or you just need some reassurance that you're on the right track, here are a few reasons to go to college:

1)  Every bit of education you get after high school increases the chances you'll earn good pay. Most college graduates earn a lot more money during their working years than people who stop their education at high school.

2)  Besides good pay, the more education you get the more likely it is you will always have a job. According to one estimate, by the year 2028 there will be 19 million more jobs for educated workers than there are qualified people to fill them.

3)  Continuing education after high school is much more important for your generation than it was for your parents' generation. Today most good jobs require more than a high school diploma. Businesses want to hire people who know how to think and solve problems.

4)  Education beyond high school gives you a lot of other benefits, including meeting new people, taking part in new opportunities to discover and explore your interests, and experiencing success.

College Entrance Exams

The tests primarily used for admission to college are the SAT and the ACT.  The tests are used along with your high school record to evaluate your level of academic knowledge.  Although some colleges consider your high school grades and class rank, this criteria is subjective, meaning that schools and teachers vary.  The SAT and ACT, however, are standardized.  Colleges can compare your scores with 2 million students using the same criteria.  Paper registration bulletins may be picked up from the high school office, or you may register on the web at www.collegeboard.com (for SAT) or www.actstudent.org (for ACT).

Texas Higher Education Assessment (THEA) Test

As part of the Texas Success Initiative, the Texas Higher Education Assessment (THEA) Test is used by Texas institutions of higher education as an assessment instrument for entering students.  The THEA Test provides the diagnostic data required by this legislation and ensures that students have the academic skills to perform effectively in college.  You may register for the six regularly-scheduled Saturday test dates for the THEA on the internet at www.thea.nesinc.com.  Paper registration bulletins are available in the office.  The THEA Test must be taken before enrolling in any college-level coursework at any two- or four-year public college or university in Texas.  For information about THEA exemptions, you may contact the testing office at the college or university you plan to attend or check their website.

Sophomore and Juniors—If you are interested in enrolling in dual-credit coursework (courses that count for high school and college credit) for the 2007-08 academic year, you must be exempt based on SAT or ACT criteria OR present passing scores on the THEA test.  Exemption scores or THEA scores must be received by June 1, 2007!  So, if you need to take the THEA, you need to sign up soon!  

For Your Information:

*If your student would like to receive information from a specific college, university, technical school, or military branch, please have them stop by the College and Career Center in room 100; we have some information on hand and if we don’t have what they need, it can be requested from the school and have it mailed to your home.

*For college-bound students, registration information is available for ACT at www.act.org, SAT at www.collegeboard.com, THEA at www.thea.nesinc.com, and the NCAA Clearinghouse at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net; paper versions are available in the high school office and the college and career center.

*If you have questions, call the high school office for more information.

OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS IN GRADE 9-12

The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards – The Prudential Spirit of Community Award is open to individuals enrolled in grades 5-12.  Applicant must describe a volunteer community service activity performed at least in part after Sept. 1, 2005.  Applicant must not be an employee of NASSP, CSFA, Prudential or its affiliates, their children, or previous national award recipients.  Application available in office file.  Deadline:  October 31, 2006.

TCU Texas Youth Entrepreneur of the Year Award Program - The TCU Texas Youth Entrepreneur of the Year Award Program recognizes young high school age entrepreneurs for their success in business.  The program is open to any currently-enrolled high school student who has started and managed a business.  The Neeley Entrepreneurship Program of the Neeley School of Business at TCU will award six scholarships to the winners.  These scholarships may be used to offset tuition at any school of the student's choice; students who choose to attend TCU will have the amount of their scholarship doubled.  The top winner will receive a $5,000 scholarship and five other winners will each receive a $1,000 scholarship.  Information and application available at www.nep.tcu.edu.     Deadline:  November 1, 2006. 

 “Destination College” Fall 2006 Programs at Collin County Community College District – 

The “Roadmap to College” presentation session by the Princeton Review, will provide information on the college admissions process, and testing, including: SAT vs. ACT, test types and strategies, as well as steps to take each year of high school to get ready for college.  Recommended for students in grades 9-12.  “Roadmap to College” will be presented on Thursday, Oct. 26, 2006, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., at the Collin College Spring Creek Campus Conference Center.  RSVP at www.princetonreview.com.  

The “Mini Princeton Review Assessment” is a test that will show if you are better suited for the ACT or SAT exam. Take the one-hour assessment and examine your results. Remember to bring your parents. While you are testing, Collin College will offer a workshop on obtaining financial aid for college. Recommended for students in grades 10-12.  The “Mini Princeton Review Assessment” will be held on Saturday, Nov. 18, 2006, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., at the Collin College Spring Creek Campus Conference Center.  RSVP to www.princetonreview.com.
A “Parent Financial Aid Workshop” will be offered in conjunction with the Mini Princeton Review Assessment.  This informative workshop will provide information on the Free Application For Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and other forms of financial assistance for college. Remember to bring your high school son or daughter to determine if the ACT or SAT is the better test for college admissions. Recommended for all parents.  The “Parent Financial Aid Workshop” will be held on Saturday, Nov. 18, 2006, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., at the Collin College Spring Creek Campus Conference Center.  RSVP to www.princetonreview.com.  
For questions about these programs, contact Jodi Collins 972.377.1545 or jcollins@ccccd.edu.
High School Aerospace Scholars – The High School Aerospace Scholars (HAS) is a unique program that encourages high school juniors from across Texas to explore the challenges and opportunities awaiting them in the field of science, technology, engineering, and math.  HAS is an interactive, online learning experience in which selected students complete web-based lessons, interact electronically with students from across Texas, and travel to NASA Johnson Space Center for a six-day residential summer experience.  The State of Texas, along with community organizations, has partnered with JSC to support HAS.  State Senators and Representatives from each district administer the selection process and ensure representation from around Texas.  There is no cost for participation and all expenses are included.  Information and application are available at http://aerospacescholars.jsc.nasa.gov.  Deadline:  November 6, 2006.

Texas A&M University at Galveston Sea Aggie Preview - TAMUG invites high school juniors and seniors to spend Thursday night on the TAMUG campus on Pelican Island and on Friday attend classes, explore their programs and campus life.  Experience special activities, Aggie traditions and tours of the Training Ship TEXAS CLIPPER II.  Students interested in the Corps of Cadets may “Spend the Night with the Corps”.  Fall Sea Aggie Preview is November 16-17, 2006 and Spring Preview is February 22-23, 2007; check in between 5-7 p.m. on Thursday and ends by 4 p.m. on Friday.  Registration and $25 fee required.  Informational flyer with registration form available in opportunity file in room 100.  Deadline:  November 9, 2006; February 15, 2007.

Collin County Community College District Open House & Resource Fair- CCCCD is hosting an Open House and Resource Fair on Saturday, Nov. 11, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Central Park Campus in McKinney.  This come-and-go event is designed to provide prospective students, their parents and the college community an opportunity to visit with academic departments, take a campus tour, attend valuable sessions on admissions, advising, career services, counseling, and financial aid.  In addition, there will be various community organizations attending to provide a resource fair. No registration is required.  For details on the events for the day, please contact Celeste Harden at aharden@ccccd.edu or call 972-377-1750 or Jennifer Archer at jarcher@ccccd.edu or call 972-881-5126.

Texas Academy of Mathematics and Science (TAMS) – The Texas Academy of Mathematics and Science (TAMS) is a unique residential program for high school-aged Texas students who are high achievers and interested in mathematics and science. While living in McConnell Hall, students in this two-year program complete a rigorous academic curriculum of college coursework at the University of North Texas (UNT). Instruction is by regular university faculty. There are no high school courses taught, but students enjoy many of the activities of high school and the company of age mates who are intellectual peers.  High school sophomores who have demonstrated excellent academic performance, with particular interest and promise in science and mathematics may apply.  Applicants must take the SAT (scores must be competitive with those of Texas college-bound seniors planning math, science, or engineering majors); they must also complete Algebra I, Algebra II, and geometry by the end of 10th grade.   For more information, call TAMS at 1-800-241-TAMS, or visit the website www.tams.unt.edu.  The best way to learn about the program is attend a Preview Day.  On Preview Days, prospects and their families can examine the academy, student life issues, and the admissions process. Friendly Ambassadors will be on hand to entertain guests at lunch and on guided tours of the campus and residence hall.  Preview Days are held on the following dates:  Saturday. November 18, 2006; Saturday, January 20, 2007; Saturday, March 3, 2007.  Interviews are by invitation only.  Deadline:  Early decision consideration—January 5, 2007; Final deadline—March 2, 2007.
The Ayn Rand Institute’s Essay Contests – The Ayn Rand Institute is offering over $57,000 in prize money for their 2006 essay contests.  9th and 10th grade essay contest is on Rand’s novelette Anthem; 11th and 12th grade essay contest in on Rand’s novel The Fountainhead.  Contest information available online at www.aynrand.org/contest; essay must be submitted online.  Deadline:  9th & 10th grade – March 20, 2007; 11th & 12th grade – April 25, 2007.
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