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Working Toward Academic Success

The faculty and staff at Pilot Point High School want all students to be successful.  As the school year moves along, watch your teenager tackle the rigors of the high school curriculum.  For some teens, the classes may go very smoothly at all times, but occasionally you may see your child struggle with some concepts or course work.  As teens get older, they may be less likely to tell you about their academic frustrations or ask you for help.  What can a parent do?  

Unlike when the child was in elementary or middle school, you may be able to offer less academic assistance.  Some teens are resistant to your help and sometimes the curriculum is unfamiliar to you.  Your best assistance may come from your ability to help him or her to use resources available.  First and foremost, there's always the teacher. If your child is experiencing difficulty in a class, encourage him/her to seek help during tutorial time.  In addition to morning or afternoon tutoring, the teacher can supply study hints or strategies for the course.  When students and teachers meet on a regular basis, they also develop a closer working relationship that may help your teen become more comfortable in asking for help.  Encourage your teen to go in early, not to wait until there is major academic trouble.  Additionally, you can offer to help.  You can call out vocabulary words, proof English papers, and look up items in a textbook.  Also, in working with your child you’re more aware of the curriculum demands, and you demonstrate a concern and interest in your child’s progress.  Giving of your time (if you offer is accepted!) is always a strong indication to your teen that you care.  Be supportive of your teenagers and offer help as needed.  

I would also suggest that you contact the teacher to see how you as a parent can help your child.  You may contact the teacher by calling 940-686-2189 and leaving a message on their voice mail or by sending an e-mail.

Attendance Information

To receive credit in a class, a student must be enrolled and attend 90% of the days the class is offered.  All too often, students lose class credit because of poor attendance.  When a student is absent from school, the parent is requested to notify the school by 9:00 a.m. (940-686-2189, ext. 221).  This will help Ms. Luna, the attendance clerk, with posting attendance for the day.  When a student returns to school, a note, signed by a parent or doctor/dentist, that describes the reason for the absence is required (note must be presented within 3 school days).  

Research shows that children who are in school most of the time do better on state tests.  Studies also show that kids who are absent more often score lower on state tests.  Being late for class hurts a child’s learning.  A student who is 10 minutes late to class everyday will miss 30 hours of instruction in a year.  Children can copy notes or make up an assignment, but their can never get back what’s most important:  the discussions, the questions, the explanations by the teacher and the thinking that makes learning come alive.  Your child’s success in school depends on having a solid educational background—one that can only be gained through regular school attendance.  Schools are responsible for teaching your child.  But schools can’t do their job if your child is absent.  Learning builds day by day.  A child who misses a day of school misses a day of learning.  Stress to your teen that school is their work; attendance is important!

TAKS Tests
The Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) tests will be given this spring to all students in grades 9, 10, and 11.  To be eligible to receive a Texas high school diploma, students must pass the Exit level TAKS tests given during the junior year in English Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies.  

Jostens to deliver Class Rings

Jostens will be on campus on Friday, December 2, 2005, from 8:15-8:45 a.m., to deliver class rings to Juniors.  The balance due must be paid when the ring is picked up.  You should have received a postcard reminding you of the date and listing the balance due; if you have questions about the balance due, please call the Jostens Student Center at 382-8948.  If you have other questions, please call Mrs. Ettredge. 

Checklist for remainder of semester

Welcome to December!  Pretty soon, the first half of the school year will be over.  The semester break is just around the corner.  Review this list of reminders to make sure everything is in under control:

-Go over your schedule for the second semester; make sure you’re taking all the right courses to get to graduation.

-Keep doing your best with your homework and class projects.

-Use your daily organizer to keep track of your time, assignments, and appointments.

-Organize your class materials; it will soon be time to review for exams!

-Find out the semester exam schedule.

-And parents, make sure that you know all the days that your kids will off from school during the holidays.

For Your Information:

*If your student would like to receive information from a specific college, university, technical school, or military branch, please have them stop by the counselor’s office; I have some information on hand and if I don’t have what they need, it can be requested from the school and have it mailed to your home.

*For college-bound students, registration information is available for ACT at www.act.org, SAT at www.collegeboard.com, THEA at www.thea.nesinc.com, and the NCAA Clearinghouse at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net; paper versions are available in the high school office.

*If you have questions, call the high school office for more information.

College Entrance Exams

The tests primarily used for admission to college are the SAT and the ACT.  The tests are used along with your high school record to evaluate your level of academic knowledge.  Although some colleges consider your high school grades and class rank, this criteria is subjective, meaning that schools and teachers vary.  The SAT and ACT, however, are standardized.  Colleges can compare your scores with 2 million students using the same criteria.  Paper registration bulletins may be picked up from the high school office, or you may register on the web at www.collegeboard.com (for SAT) or www.actstudent.org (for ACT).

Texas Higher Education Assessment (THEA) Test

As part of the Texas Success Initiative, the Texas Higher Education Assessment (THEA) Test is used by Texas institutions of higher education as an assessment instrument for entering students.  The THEA Test provides the diagnostic data required by this legislation and ensures that students have the academic skills to perform effectively in college.  You may register for the six regularly-scheduled Saturday test dates for the THEA on the internet at www.thea.nesinc.com.  Paper registration bulletins are available in the office.  The THEA Test must be taken before enrolling in any college-level coursework at any two- or four-year public college or university in Texas.  For information about THEA exemptions, you may contact the testing office at the college or university you plan to attend or check their website.

Sophomore and Juniors—If you are interested in enrolling in dual-credit coursework (courses that count for high school and college credit) for the 2006-07 academic year, you must be exempt based on SAT or ACT criteria OR present passing scores on the THEA test.  Exemption scores or THEA scores must be received by May 1, 2006!  So, if you need to take the THEA, you need to sign up soon!  

OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS IN GRADE 9-12

Texas Academy of Mathematics and Science (TAMS) – The Texas Academy of Mathematics and Science (TAMS) is a unique residential program for high school-aged Texas students who are high achievers and interested in mathematics and science. While living in McConnell Hall, students in this two-year program complete a rigorous academic curriculum of college coursework at the University of North Texas (UNT). Instruction is by regular university faculty. There are no high school courses taught, but students enjoy many of the activities of high school and the company of age mates who are intellectual peers.  High school sophomores who have demonstrated excellent academic performance, with particular interest and promise in science and mathematics may apply.  Applicants must take the SAT (scores must be competitive with those of Texas college-bound seniors planning math, science, or engineering majors); they must also complete Algebra I, Algebra II, and geometry by the end of 10th grade.   For more information, call TAMS at 1-800-241-TAMS, or visit the website www.tams.unt.edu, where the application is posted.  Preview days are scheduled for Saturday, January 21, 2006; and Friday, March 3, 2006.   Deadline:  Early decision consideration—January 2, 2006; Final deadline—March 1, 2006.

Youth Leadership Academy – Collin County Community College District will host the Eleventh Annual Youth Leadership Academy (YLA) this spring.  Academy dates are January 28, February 25, and April 1 and May 6, 2006.  YLA is a program sponsored by Collin County Community College and Collin County LULAC Adult Council to inform and motivate students to develop a vision for their futures that includes college, careers, and leadership for Hispanic students in grades 9-12.  No fee for participation.  For information contact Marcy Wilson at 1-972-377-1627 or e-mail marwilson@ccccd.edu. 

School Bus Safety Speech Contest – The Texas Association for Transportation in coordination with the Texas Department of Public Safety has announced its 5th Annual School Bus Safety Speech Contest.  The contest is intended to encourage high school students to be conscious of the importance of school bus safety and promote academic achievement.  Through corporate sponsorships, financial assistance for educational scholarships and savings bonds will be awarded to state winners.  Students are to compose and present an original speech based on the theme “Child Passenger Restraints on School Buses:  Who Needs What & Why?”  Our school may send only one participant from each grade level (9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th) to the regional competition.  A typed copy of the speech must be turned in with the entry form; a local competition will be held to determine our school representative.  Contest rules/information available in office file.  Deadline for local competition:  January 4, 2006.

Next Step Magazine Super Teens Contest - The Next Step Magazine is looking for high school students to be featured in their annual Super Teens issue.  Each year they feature high school students who volunteer, get stellar grades, participate in their high schools and communities and are otherwise super teens.  Any number of students may apply, but no more than two per school will be selected.  Application available in office file or on the web at http://www.nextstepmag.com/NSMPages/SuperTeens.aspx.  Deadline:  January 6, 2006.

Student Leaders of Tomorrow (SLOT) Conference – The freshmen students of Texas A&M University’s MSC Aggie Leaders of Tomorrow (A LOT) have planned an exciting weekend event at TAMU for high school juniors and seniors from across the nation.  The SLOT Conference is unique in that it is primarily produced by college freshmen who are dedicated to helping others cultivate their own individual leadership potential; the SLOT conference is designed to enhance necessary traits of leadership and personal development.  This year’s conference theme is “Destination Leadership, SLOT 2006:  A Ticket to Success”, and will be held February 17-19, 2006.  For information and application, visit http://SLOT.tamu.edu.  Applications are accepted on a first come, first serve basis; fee is $85 (includes all meals, t-shirt, room & board, and all leadership experiences).  Deadline:  mail-in applications postmarked by January 15, 2006; online applications submitted by January 22, 2006.

Discover Card Tribute Award Scholarship Program – The program features state and national scholarships designed to assist high school juniors in continuing their education beyond high school.  Award amounts range from $2,500 to $5,000.  Eligibility criteria:  enrolled in a public or accredited private high school in the US; has a 2.75 cumulative grade point average (GPA) on a 4.0 scale for the previous two academic years (9th and 10th grades only); and plans to continue his/her education/training beyond high school in any accredited training, licensing, or certification program or institute of higher education.  Applicants must also list their accomplishments in three of the four following areas:  Special Talents, Leadership, Obstacles Overcome, and Community Service.  Application available at www.discoverfinancial.com.  Deadline:  January 31, 2006.

Scholastic, Inc. Scholarship Contest – Open to students currently enrolled in grades 11 and 12.  Over $35,000 in college scholarships will be awarded in Scholastic’s Essay competition.  Essays will be judged on creativity, clear content, logical thought process, and proper use of language.  Topic is included in informational flyer in office file or online at www.scholastic.com/collegesuccess.  Deadline:  March 10, 2006.

The Ayn Rand Institute’s Essay Contests – The Ayn Rand Institute is offering over $57,000 in prize money for their 2006 essay contests.  9th/10th grade essay contest is on Rand’s novelette Anthem; 11th/12th grade essay contest in on Rand’s novel The Fountainhead.  Contest information available online at www.aynrand.org/contest; essay must be submitted online.  Deadline:  9th & 10th grade – March 20, 2006; 11th & 12th grade – April 25, 2006.

United States Military Academy’s Summer Leaders Seminar 2006 – The United States Military Academy will host two sessions of the 31st Annual Summer Leaders Seminar in June 2006.  The first session is scheduled for June 3-9 and the second session is June 10-16.  The Summer Leaders Seminar provides outstanding high school juniors the opportunity to gain a better understanding of the academic, physical and leadership development programs at a service academy that feature small classes, a caring faculty, professional career preparation, and a foundation for future graduate study.  Eleventh graders who meet the following guidelines will be invited:  are in the top fifth of their high school class; are pursuing a college preparatory curriculum; have strong PSAT scores; and have demonstrated leadership potential by participation, election/selection to office, and honors earned in extracurricular and organized athletic activities.  About 400 students will attend each of the sessions.  The cost is $325, excluding transportation costs to and from West Point.  Students may request an application on-line at http://forms.admissions.usma.edu/AL by entering his or her name and mailing address.  Applications will be mailed to students in January and should be returned no later than April 1, 2006; students are offered admission to the Summer Leaders Seminar on a rolling basis, so return application as soon as possible.  Deadline:  April 1, 2006, but return as soon as possible.

United States Naval Academy – Summer Seminar 2006 – The United States Naval Academy Summer Seminar (June 3-8, June 10-15, June 17-22) offers the opportunity for high school students about to enter their senior year to visit the Naval Academy for one week during the summer.  Students will experience all aspects of the naval Academy including the academic program, physical training, and midshipman life.  Navy and Marine Corps officers will present exciting opportunities available to those who choose a career of Naval Service.  Midshipmen lead Summer Seminar in conjunction with active duty Navy and Marine Corps officers.  Apply after February 1, 2006 at www.usna.edu/Admissions.  Deadline:  April 1, 2006.

2006 Holocaust Remembrance Project – The Holocaust Remembrance Project is sponsored by the Holland & Knight Charitable Foundation and serves as a living memorial to the millions of innocent victims of the Holocaust.  The Project is a national essay contest for high school students designed to encourage and promote the study of the Holocaust. Students responding to this year’s writing contests should study the Holocaust and then, in an essay of no more than 1,200 words:  (a) analyze why it is so vital that the remembrance, history and lessons of the Holocaust be passed to a new generation; and (b) suggest what they, as students, can do to combat and prevent prejudice, discrimination ad violence in our world today.  Winning students can win all-expense-paid trips to Washington, D.C., and scholarships from $1,000 to $5,000. Brochure with complete rules available in office file; entry form available at www.holocaust.hklaw.com.  Deadline:  May 1, 2006.
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