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Working Toward Academic Success

The faculty and staff at Pilot Point High School want all students to be successful.  As the school year moves along, watch your teenager tackle the rigors of the high school curriculum.  For some teens, the classes may go very smoothly at all times, but occasionally you may see your child struggle with some concepts or course work.  As teens get older, they may be less likely to tell you about their academic frustrations or ask you for help.  What can a parent do?  

Unlike when the child was in elementary or middle school, you may be able to offer less academic assistance.  Some teens are resistant to your help and sometimes the curriculum is unfamiliar to you.  Your best assistance may come from your ability to help him or her to use resources available.  First and foremost, there's always the teacher. If your child is experiencing difficulty in a class, encourage him/her to seek help during tutorial time.  In addition to morning or afternoon tutoring, the teacher can supply study hints or strategies for the course.  When students and teachers meet on a regular basis, they also develop a closer working relationship that may help your teen become more comfortable in asking for help.  Encourage your teen to go in early, not to wait until there is major academic trouble.  Additionally, you can offer to help.  You can call out vocabulary words, proof English papers, and look up items in a textbook.  Also, in working with your child you’re more aware of the curriculum demands, and you demonstrate a concern and interest in your child’s progress.  Giving of your time (if you offer is accepted!) is always a strong indication to your teen that you care.  Be supportive of your teenagers and offer help as needed.  

I would also suggest that you contact the teacher to see how you as a parent can help your child.  You may contact the teacher by calling 940-686-2189 and leaving a message on their voice mail or by sending an e-mail.

Attendance Information

To receive credit in a class, a student must be enrolled and attend 90% of the days the class is offered.  All too often, students lose class credit because of poor attendance.  When a student is absent from school, the parent is requested to notify the school by 9:00 a.m. (940-686-2189, ext. 221).  This will help Mrs. DelBosque, the attendance clerk, with posting attendance for the day.  When a student returns to school, a note, signed by a parent or doctor/dentist, that describes the reason for the absence is required (note must be presented within 3 school days).  

Research shows that children who are in school most of the time do better on state tests.  Studies also show that kids who are absent more often score lower on state tests.  Being late for class hurts a child’s learning.  A student who is 10 minutes late to class everyday will miss 30 hours of instruction in a year.  Children can copy notes or make up an assignment, but their can never get back what’s most important:  the discussions, the questions, the explanations by the teacher and the thinking that makes learning come alive.  Your child’s success in school depends on having a solid educational background—one that can only be gained through regular school attendance.  Schools are responsible for teaching your child.  But schools can’t do their job if your child is absent.  Learning builds day by day.  A child who misses a day of school misses a day of learning.  Stress to your teen that school is their work; attendance is important!

TAKS Tests

The Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) tests will be given this spring to all students in grades 9, 10, and 11.  To be eligible to receive a Texas high school diploma, students must pass the Exit level TAKS tests given during the junior year in English Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies.  

What does Schoolwork have to do with the Real World?

Why do I need to know this?  When am I ever going to use this in the “real world”?  Do you often feel like that as you slog through another round of algebra problems?  You might be surprised to know that yes, you will use skills and knowledge from your high school classes in real life, even though it might not seem obvious now.

Here are some things you need to know:

- People who take challenging courses and study hard in high school tend to have better jobs and make more money in their careers.  Some of the jobs that require the most education, such as doctors, lawyers and engineers, pay well and rarely suffer job layoffs.

- Having knowledge and skills in all areas helps you in all jobs.  For example, if you want to be an attorney, you may not need to use calculus on a daily basis, but if you want to specialize in patent law or to represent a pharmaceutical company, the ability to grasp math and science concepts will be very valuable.

- If you want to be a journalist, math will help you to better understand corporate and government documents and see beneath the surface of the numbers to get a good story.  

You never know exactly what career path you'll follow.  By working hard in all the core subject areas, you will be prepared to make more choices about a career.

Checklist for remainder of semester

Welcome to December!  Pretty soon, the first half of the school year will be over.  The semester break is just around the corner.  Review this list of reminders to make sure everything is in under control:

-Go over your schedule for the second semester; make sure you’re taking all the right courses to get to graduation.

-Keep doing your best with your homework and class projects.

-Use your daily organizer to keep track of your time, assignments, and appointments.

-Organize your class materials; it will soon be time to review for exams!

-Find out the semester exam schedule.

-And parents, make sure that you know all the days that your kids will off from school during the holidays.

College Entrance Exams

The tests primarily used for admission to college are the SAT and the ACT.  The tests are used along with your high school record to evaluate your level of academic knowledge.  Although some colleges consider your high school grades and class rank, this criteria is subjective, meaning that schools and teachers vary.  The SAT and ACT, however, are standardized.  Colleges can compare your scores with 2 million students using the same criteria.  Paper registration bulletins may be picked up from the high school office, or you may register on the web at www.collegeboard.com (for SAT) or www.actstudent.org (for ACT).

Texas Higher Education Assessment (THEA) Test

As part of the Texas Success Initiative, the Texas Higher Education Assessment (THEA) Test is used by Texas institutions of higher education as an assessment instrument for entering students.  The THEA Test provides the diagnostic data required by this legislation and ensures that students have the academic skills to perform effectively in college.  You may register for the six regularly-scheduled Saturday test dates for the THEA on the internet at www.thea.nesinc.com.  Paper registration bulletins are available in the office.  The THEA Test must be taken before enrolling in any college-level coursework at any two- or four-year public college or university in Texas.  For information about THEA exemptions, you may contact the testing office at the college or university you plan to attend or check their website.

Sophomore and Juniors—If you are interested in enrolling in dual-credit coursework (courses that count for high school and college credit) for the 2007-08 academic year, you must be exempt based on SAT or ACT criteria OR present passing scores on the THEA test.  Exemption scores or THEA scores must be received by June 1, 2007!  So, if you need to take the THEA, you need to sign up soon!  

Website Spotlight:  Adventures in Education

A wealth of information is available on the internet, and Adventures in Education (AIE) is ready to help you accomplish your higher education goals.  AIE has several resource links that can assist with homework help, exploring careers, planning for college, choosing your college, applying to college, paying for college, managing your money, and getting hired.  Additionally, there is scholarship search information, and you can sign up for AIEmail.  Check out the wealth of information at www.aie.org.  

For Your Information:

*If your student would like to receive information from a specific college, university, technical school, or military branch, please have them stop by the College and Career Center in room 100; we have some information on hand and if we don’t have what they need, it can be requested from the school and have it mailed to your home.

*For college-bound students, registration information is available for ACT at www.act.org, SAT at www.collegeboard.com, THEA at www.thea.nesinc.com, and the NCAA Clearinghouse at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net; paper versions are available in the high school office and the college and career center.

*If you have questions, call the high school office for more information

OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS IN GRADE 9-12

Texas Academy of Mathematics and Science (TAMS) – The Texas Academy of Mathematics and Science (TAMS) is a unique residential program for high school-aged Texas students who are high achievers and interested in mathematics and science. While living in McConnell Hall, students in this two-year program complete a rigorous academic curriculum of college coursework at the University of North Texas (UNT). Instruction is by regular university faculty. There are no high school courses taught, but students enjoy many of the activities of high school and the company of age mates who are intellectual peers.  High school sophomores who have demonstrated excellent academic performance, with particular interest and promise in science and mathematics may apply.  Applicants must take the SAT (scores must be competitive with those of Texas college-bound seniors planning math, science, or engineering majors); they must also complete Algebra I, Algebra II, and geometry by the end of 10th grade.   For more information, call TAMS at 1-800-241-TAMS, or visit the website www.tams.unt.edu.  The best way to learn about the program is attend a Preview Day.  On Preview Days, prospects and their families can examine the academy, student life issues, and the admissions process. Friendly Ambassadors will be on hand to entertain guests at lunch and on guided tours of the campus and residence hall.  Preview Days are held on the following dates:  Saturday. Saturday, January 20, 2007; Saturday, March 3, 2007.  Interviews are by invitation only.  Deadline:  Early decision consideration—January 5, 2007; Final deadline—March 2, 2007.
Next Step Magazine Super Teens Contest - The Next Step Magazine is looking for high school students to be featured in their annual Super Teens issue.  Each year they feature high school students who volunteer, get stellar grades, participate in their high schools and communities and are otherwise super teens.  Any number of students may apply, but no more than two per school will be selected.  Application available on the web at http://www.nextstepmagazine.com/nextstep/pdf-handouts/SuperTeen_web0607.pdf Deadline:  January 8, 2007.

College Day/Night Fair to be held at Collin County College - The Spring Creek campus of Collin County Community College will host its annual Collin Day/Night Transfer Fair from 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. and again from 5:30-7:30 p.m., on Tuesday, January 23, 2007.  Approximately 60 representatives from in-state and out-of-state colleges and universities will be on hand to visit with students and parents and share information about admission requirements, academic programs, course transferability, financial aid, housing, and student life.  

Discover Card Tribute Award Scholarship Program – The program features state and national scholarships designed to assist high school juniors in continuing their education beyond high school.  Up to ten $25,000 national scholarships and up to 300 $2,500 scholarships will be awarded.  Juniors with a minimum 2.75 GPA for the 9th and 10th grades who demonstrate leadership, are actively contributing to their communities and have experienced and overcome a significant obstacle(s) in their lives are eligible.  Application available at http://www.discoverfinancial.com/data/philanthropy/tribute.shtml.  Deadline:  January 31, 2007.

Texas A&M University at Galveston Sea Aggie Preview - TAMUG invites high school juniors and seniors to spend Thursday night on the TAMUG campus on Pelican Island and on Friday attend classes, explore their programs and campus life.  Experience special activities, Aggie traditions and tours of the Training Ship TEXAS CLIPPER II.  Students interested in the Corps of Cadets may “Spend the Night with the Corps”.  Spring Preview is February 22-23, 2007; check in between 5-7 p.m. on Thursday and ends by 4 p.m. on Friday.  Registration and $25 fee required.  Informational flyer with registration form available in opportunity file in room 100.  Deadline:  February 15, 2007.

Student Leaders of Tomorrow (SLOT) Conference – The freshmen students of Texas A&M University’s MSC Aggie Leaders of Tomorrow (A LOT) have planned an exciting weekend event at TAMU for high school juniors and seniors from across the nation.  The SLOT Conference is unique in that it is primarily produced by college freshmen who are dedicated to helping others cultivate their own individual leadership potential; the SLOT conference is designed to enhance necessary traits of leadership and personal development.  This year’s conference theme is “Leadership is no Gamble; It’s Always a Success”, and will be held February 16-18, 2007.  For information and application, visit http://SLOT.tamu.edu.  Applications will be accepted on-line, on a first come, first serve basis; only 300 slots available; fee is $90 (includes all meals, t-shirt, room & board, and all leadership experiences).  Deadline:  none listed; submit application asap.

OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS IN GRADE 9-12 (continued)

Elder & Leemaur Publishers – University Writing Scholarship is a program for high school juniors and seniors across North America.  The UWS is designed to continue the development of young authors and bring awareness of the employment opportunities in the field of writing.  Elder and Leemaur Publishers awards $10,000 in scholarships each calendar year, with the average value of $1,00 given to students that demonstrate the ability to formulate a well-structured, convincing argument on topics of academic interest.  Specific details regarding the 4 scholarship opportunities are available at www.elpublishers.com/content/downloads.php.  Deadlines:  March 1, 2007; July 1, 2007; September 30, 2007.

Rise and Shine at UT –Saturday, March 3, 2007.  Rise and Shine is a morning program for high school juniors who are ready to get a head start on college.  During the program you’ll have the opportunity to speak directly with counselors from the Office of Admissions, tour the campus, and visit residence halls.  The event is free, but space is limited, so preregister beginning in early January at http://bealonghorn.utexas.edu/meetus/events/riseandshine/index.html.  

The Barbara Jordan Historical Essay Competition – The University of Texas at Austin is sponsoring the competition that will award $5,000 in college scholarships; additional regional awards will be presented.  All high school students are eligible to compete by entering a winning essay on the topic, “The African American in Texas:  Past and Present.”  For information and entry materials visit the website www.utexas.edu/world/barbarajordan/, or contact the competition coordinator at 1-512-232-7599 or by e-mail deb_duval@mail.utexas.edu.  Deadline:  March 5, 2007.

The Ayn Rand Institute’s Essay Contests – The Ayn Rand Institute is offering over $57,000 in prize money for their 2006 essay contests.  9th and 10th grade essay contest is on Rand’s novelette Anthem; 11th and 12th grade essay contest in on Rand’s novel The Fountainhead.  Contest information available online at www.aynrand.org/contest; essay must be submitted online.  Deadline:  9th & 10th grade – March 20, 2007; 11th & 12th grade – April 25, 2007.

United States Naval Academy – Summer Seminar 2007 – The United States Naval Academy Summer Seminar (June 2-7, June 9-14, June 16-21) offers the opportunity for rising high school seniors to visit the Naval Academy for one week during the summer.  Students will experience all aspects of the naval Academy including the academic program, physical training, and midshipman life.  Navy and Marine Corps officers will present exciting opportunities available to those who choose a career of Naval Service.  Midshipmen lead Summer Seminar in conjunction with active duty Navy and Marine Corps officers.  Apply online after February 1, 2007 at www.usna.edu/Admissions, click on “Summer Seminar”.  Deadline:  April 1, 2007.

Scholastic, Inc. Scholarship Contest – Open to students currently enrolled in grades 11 and 12.  Over $35,000 in college scholarships will be awarded in Scholastic’s Essay competition.  Essays will be judged on creativity, clear content, logical thought process, and proper use of language.  Topic is included in informational flyer in office file or online at www.scholastic.com/collegesuccess, click on “scholarship contest”.  Deadline:  April 11, 2007.

University of North Texas – Animal Assisted Therapy Training is sponsored by the Center for Animal Assisted Therapy at the University of North Texas for persons interested in working with a pet either professionally or as a volunteer to provide services for persons in need.  You do not need to have a pet to take these trainings.  Onsite workshops (April 14, 2007) or home study programs available.  For information visit http://www.coe.unt.edu/cdhe/aat.  

2006 Holocaust Remembrance Project – The Holocaust Remembrance Project is sponsored by the Holland & Knight Charitable Foundation and serves as a living memorial to the millions of innocent victims of the Holocaust.  The Project is a national essay contest for high school students designed to encourage and promote the study of the Holocaust. Students responding to this year’s writing contests should study the Holocaust and then, in an essay of no more than 1,200 words:  (a) analyze why it is so vital that the remembrance, history and lessons of the Holocaust be passed to a new generation; and (b) suggest what they, as students, can do to combat and prevent prejudice, discrimination ad violence in our world today.  Winning students can win all-expense-paid trips to Washington, D.C. on July 15-20, 2007, and scholarships from $1,000 to $5,000. Information and entry form available at www.holocaust.hklaw.com, click on “essay contest”.    Deadline:  April 30, 2007.

Johnson & Wales University – ACCESS, A College Career Experience for Secondary School Students, allows students who will be high school seniors in the fall of 2007 to simultaneously complete their high school requirements while earning college credit at Johnson & Wales University.  The program allows you take college courses in business, culinary arts, hospitality, technology or teacher education while simultaneously completing your high school senior year requirements.  Information available at www.jwu.edu, select admissions, then HS junior.  Deadline:  none listed.

US Flight Academy – The U.S. Flight Academy's mission is to produce the safest and most proficient pilots in the industry.  USFA provides quality service and the latest equipment to maximize the experience of flight.  Thinking of a career as a pilot?  If you've ever pictured yourself at the controls of a jet flying for the airlines, or perhaps in the cockpit of a Learjet flying for a major corporation, USFA can give you the professional training it takes to get your career started.   And, they can also give you significant advantages to jump-starting your aviation career in the military.  Perhaps the best way for you to evaluate what USFA have to offer is to take advantage of their special $59 Discovery Flight in one of their 2002 Piper Warriors.  Each Discovery Flight includes:  ground instruction, pre-flight inspection instruction, flight instruction and aircraft rental for a 45 minute flight, and post-flight debriefing and questions.  Contact USFA today for more information and start the experience of your lifetime!  USFA is located at the Denton Municipal Airport.  Call toll free at 866 383-2400 or visit www.usaflightacademy.com.  
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